Janet Reed Miller
November 4, 1919 - June 2, 2019

Rev. Janet Reed Miller, 99, died on June 2, 2019, at Bethany on University, in Fargo, ND.
A champion for peace with justice and equality for all purposes and peoples, Janet lived
her life sharing her faith, beliefs, and relationship with her creator God through her
Christian Education ministry, her shared ministry with her husband, Rev. Cecil F. Miller,
and in her own ministry as one of the first women to be ordained Elder in the United
Methodist Church.
She was born and raised in Erie, PA, the daughter of George and Daisy (Crain) Reed. She
earned degrees in Bible and Philosophy from Westminster College in 1941, and a
Master’s degree in Christian Education from Union Theological Seminary, a division of
Columbia University, in 1946. While working as a Christian Education Director in
Morgantown, WV, she met Cecil “Bud” Miller. They came from completely different
backgrounds but found joy in each other’s company. Janet and Cecil married on June 15,
1946.
She served First Methodist Church in Mitchell as the Christian Education Director while
Cecil earned his degree from Dakota Wesleyan University. They moved to Chicago after
graduation where Cecil went to Garrett Evangelical Seminary. After seminary, the family
moved back to South Dakota and served churches in White, Miller, Arlington, and Huron.
In 1967, the family moved to Grand Forks, ND, where they served Wesley United
Methodist Church. They moved to Fargo in 1973 as Cecil was appointed District
Superintendent for the United Methodist Church.
Janet was ordained a Deacon in the United Methodist Church in 1979. She
continued her education and earned her second Master’s degree, a Master of
Divinity, from San Francisco Theological Seminary in 1984, and was ordained an Elder in
the United Methodist Church.
The Reverends Janet and Cecil Miller served as equals and co-pastors at
Epworth United Methodist Church in Valley City, ND, and at First United

Methodist Church in Jamestown, ND, until their retirement to Fargo in 1987. They later
served the Casselton/Leonard and the Arthur/Hunter/Erie United Methodist Churches for a
few more years before they retired again and moved back to Fargo “for good.”
Janet valued her work with United Methodist Women, Church Women United,
P.E.O., AAUW, AAUW Book Club, FM Area Music Club, the Board of Native
American Christian Ministry, the YWCA, and her First United Methodist Church Seekers
Sunday School group.
In the spirit of all that is Rev. Janet Reed Miller, she had one last challenge for all of us:
“Whatever you do, do it for the good of others.”
She is survived by her family; her children—David Miller (Regina, SK) Sue (Al) Goehring
(Wimbledon, ND), and Peter Miller (Cincinnati, OH); her
grandchildren—Jeremiah (Shaneal) Miller (Rock Springs, WY), Molly (Brian)
Bestge (Lake Park, MN), Katie (Kurtis) Karn (West Fargo, ND), Joe Miller (Stillwater, MN),
Josh Miller (Stillwater, MN), Ashley Miller (Stillwater, MN), Andrew (Caitlin) Miller (Moose
Lake, MN), and Ariel Avison (Regina, SK); her great-grandchildren—Tanner and Payton
Miller, Sam and Mara Bestge, Kingston and Kendrix Karn, and Harper Miller. She also
cherished and valued her many dear friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Cecil F. Miller, their son,
Marcus Miller, and their son and daughter-in-law, Art and Deb Miller, as well as her
parents, George and Daisy Reed, brother George Reed, and sister Catherine Reed.
In lieu of flowers, donations are requested to fund the Revs. Cecil and Janet Miller Family
Foundation for Pensions (PO Box 460 Mitchell, SD 57301-0460).

Events
JUN
14

Time of Sharing

07:00PM

First United Methodist Church
906 1st Ave. S., Fargo, ND, US, 58103

JUN
15

Celebration of Life

02:00PM

First United Methodist Church
906 1st Ave. S., Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

Epworth United Methodist Church purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Janet Reed Miller.

Epworth United Methodist Church - June 13 at 11:46 AM

“

I first met Janet about 18 months ago at an AAUW Bookclub. She made me feel so
welcome. She was always engaged and added such an interesting perspective. She
will be pleased to know I am reading the Harry Potter series for the third time!!
You will be missed! I am sorry I did not meet you 30 years ago.
Deborah Nelson, AAUW sister

Deborah Nelson - June 12 at 01:43 PM

“

What a joy it is to remember Janet, just as it was a joy to share so many lovely,
insightful moments during her long and beautiful life! We celebrate Janet, frequently
smiling over some shared, serendipitous moment! For her faith, her passion, her
keen wit and deep insights, we give God thanks!!

Debra Ball-Kilbourne - June 11 at 11:17 AM

“

I remember standing next to Janet at several funerals and she changed all the
masculine pronouns into feminine ones singing in a loud voice. She was a dedicated
feminist and a stalwart AAUW member.
Janet had well thought out arguments with deep philosophical ideas. She loved her
church and had a sense of humor.At the AAUW book group, she insisted we all
needed to read the Harry Potter stories.
Gini Duval

Gini Duval - June 10 at 12:05 PM

“

Gary and I were friends of Janet and Cecil in Grand Forks, North Dakota. Janet
introduced me to Church Women United; she and Church Women United truly
changed my life. We celebrated ecumenism together, worked continuously for peace
with justice, and concretized our friendship testifying for the Equal Rights
Amendment.
For me, Janet projected a constant reminder that as women of faith we must work
unceasingly for the common good of all humankind.
Her legacy will continue to journey forward for those of us who were fortunate to
know and love Janet Reed Miller. She is now resting in the Peace she created while
on this earth.
I wish we lived close enough to celebrate Janet’s life with her loving family. We are
truly with you in spirit!

Sharon Rezac Andersen
Green Valley, AZ
Sharon Rezac Andersen - June 09 at 05:27 PM

“

My thoughts go out to the Miller family. I was a member of Wesley United Methodist
Church when the Miller's came and became friends with Marc and Artie from jr. high
to high school. Ms. Miller was a very pleasant lady who always had a kind word or
was willing to help if anything was needed. I last saw her about 19 years ago at a
relative's wedding and she hadn't changed a bit. Many fond memories of a very
grand lady.
Brian Johnson- Tucson, AZ

Brian L Johnson - June 09 at 08:38 AM

“

I new Pastor Janet Miller from her time at 1st church in Fargo. She was an inspiration
to me as a grew up and even after beginning gone for several years when I can back
she was always there. Her last service at New Years was awesome. Gold Bless you
Janet and prayers to your family

Teresa Stainbrook - June 08 at 06:49 PM

“

Pastor Janet confirmed me in Jamestown. I saw her this year after she preached in
Fargo on New Years day and reminded her of my confirmation and she smiled and
hugged me ! She was one of my favorite pastors growing up! My sympathies to your
family.
Kris (Suko) Mikkelsen

Kris Mikkelsen - June 08 at 01:41 PM

“

Such a wonderful, warm and wise lady and pastor.
Good memories of her from
when my young family first moved to Jamestown, ND.
My sympathies to her family.

Carolyn Brauner - June 07 at 12:08 PM

“

I fondly remember Pastor Janet from her time in Jamestown. She was a lovely lady
and had a great love for her Lord which was always evident. She confirmed our
daughter and to her last days always knew her when she saw her at church in Fargo
where they both attended. She and my mother, Hazel Redmann were good friends
and worked tirelessly with the UMW.
May God bless her and her family as they say their final goodbyes.
Linda Redmann Suko

Linda Redmann Suko - June 06 at 11:44 AM

“

Janet was a very authentic person in her beliefs and the way she lived her life. I
enjoyed working with her on the Social Concerns Committee at First Church in
Fargo. I also enjoyed talking one on one with her about personal issues and beliefs;
she offered a pragmatic, thoughtful perspective. She and Cecil were a couple to
model a marriage after. I so enjoyed them as a couple. My thoughts and prayers are
with her families during this time of transition.

Darlajean Harlow - June 05 at 11:30 AM

“

I remember them well from their service in Jamestown. Please accept my sympathy
for your loss.

Clifford A Weixel - June 05 at 10:59 AM

“

LaRae Jorgenson lit a candle in memory of Janet Reed Miller

LaRae Jorgenson - June 05 at 08:24 AM

“

Dear Miller's,
May your Mom have eternal peace and joy with our loving God. She lived life and
loved life as a humble servant of God. She was a servant of God and a woman of
justice and integrity. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Fr. Tim Bushy

Fr. Tim Bushy - June 04 at 10:34 PM

“

Fr. Tim Bushy lit a candle in memory of Janet Reed Miller

Fr. Tim Bushy - June 04 at 10:30 PM

“

I did not know Mrs. Miller personally, but felt I did, just because of, all the stories and
comments made, about her over the years, by her son Pete Miller. You could see
how excited he was when it was time for him to go home, for his visits. The
admiration and respect he had for her and his father, came through very clearly,
every time he mentioned them. I wish I would’ve had the honor, to have met such a
wonderful lady, who was decades ahead of her time and who so many have always
commented on for her generosity, spirituality and kindness. What an amazing life she
has lived!! Prayers and condolences, for her family and friends.
Sincerely,
Diana Berling, Cincinnati, Ohio

Disna Berling - June 04 at 10:11 PM

