James A. McAndrew
May 25, 1921 - June 4, 2019

James Alexander McAndrew, Sr., 98, of Fargo, North Dakota passed away Tuesday, June
4 at New Perspective Senior Living center in West Fargo.
Jim was born May 25, 1921, in Fargo to John D. and Margaret (Lamont) McAndrew, a
pioneer farming couple in the Grandin area. His first home was the Cass County farm east
of Grandin along the Red River. After age seven, Jim and his family spent winters in
southern California and summers at the farm. He attended elementary and secondary
schools in Sierra Madre and Pasadena, and college at the University of Redlands in
Redlands, California.
Jim married Doris Gage of Pasadena, California in February, 1943. He brought his bride—
a city girl—to the family farm, which they operated together successfully from 1943 until
1973 when they leased out the land and returned to California where they settled on the
coast in Solana Beach, north of San Diego. There Jim was involved in the real estate and
property management business, and was elected as director of the Santa Fe Irrigation
District and served for sixteen years. During those years Jim and Doris enjoyed many
trips, exploring different places and cultures around the globe.
In 2002, Jim and Doris returned to the Fargo area and resided at Touchmark at Harwood
Groves. They treasured those years being close to Jim Jr. and his family. Jim and Doris
were very pleased to celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary in 2013, just shortly prior to
Doris’ death.
Jim was a lifetime member and elder of the Presbyterian Church. He was a member of the
Masonic Lodge for more than sixty years, and a past Master of his lodge, as well as a
Shriner for many years.
Jim was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Agnes Coit of Ventura, California, and
his wife, Doris. He is survived by his two children: Dr. Jim McAndrew, Jr. (and fiancée,
Susan Glur) of Fargo and Margaret McAndrew Beasley (and husband, Mark) of Abilene,

Texas; his five grandchildren: John McAndrew (and wife, Karmen) of Fargo, Steve
McAndrew (and wife, Jenny) of Plymouth, Minnesota, Scott McAndrew (and wife, Sarah)
of Fargo, Susie McAndrew of Fargo, and Alexi (Beasley) Alvis (and husband, John) of Fort
Worth, Texas; and eleven great grandchildren.
Visitation will be on Monday, June 10, from 10-11 a.m., followed by the memorial service
at 11 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church in Fargo.
Memorial gifts will be presented to one of Jim and Doris’ favorite charities: Mercy Ships, a
Christian nonprofit organization which uses hospital ships to transform lives and serve
nations around the world, or donations can be made directly to: mercyships.org
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 08, 2019 at 03:28 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 07, 2019 at 02:42 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of James A. McAndrew.

June 07, 2019 at 10:09 AM

“

Jim, Margaret and families. We were very saddened to learn of Jim Sr.'s passing. He
was a true Gentleman. His visits to Bruce County along with Doris were very happy
times for the Lamont family. Our sincere condolences. Ross and Nancy Lamont

Ross Lamont - June 06, 2019 at 10:10 PM

“

116 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 06, 2019 at 06:56 PM

“

We always enjoyed the visits with Doris and Jim when they came back to Bruce
County to visit the Clarks and the Lamont families,our sympathies to the McAndrew
families.Caroline and Gary Lamont and family.

gary lamont - June 06, 2019 at 12:15 AM

“

Jim and family: I’m sorry to see the passing of your Dad. Please know you and your
family will be in my prayers at this difficult time. Big Jim and beautiful Doris are
together again. Blessings to all of you!
Linda Magnuson

Linda Magnuson - June 05, 2019 at 12:46 PM

“

Linda Magnuson lit a candle in memory of James A. McAndrew

Linda Magnuson - June 05, 2019 at 12:42 PM

“

Jim: Sharon and I send our condolences to you in the loss of your Father. He was so
kind to let me Photograph on his land years ago. The best to you and our prayers are
with you as I know he will be dearly missed.
Gary and Sharon Renier

Gary L. Renier, O.D. - June 05, 2019 at 11:24 AM

“

James was a resident at New Perspectives and my mother is also in the memory unit
there. My father lives upstairs independently and he and James were the same age. I
had some good visits with James and I remember him singing hymns and he knew
the words to all of them. I will miss him but know that Jesus took him home. God
bless you at this time. Kathy Yohe

kathy a yohe - June 04, 2019 at 10:15 PM

“

Prayers and thoughts to all of Jim's family. I had the privilege of knowing Jim and Doris
while they lived at Touchmark. I spent lots of time visiting especially Jim at his last year's
there . I will always remember his love for the Scottish, how he loved church hymns and
dear friend Cynthia would come play piano on weekends and we called it Hymns for Jim! I
also remember the love he had for his family as you guys visited often and made sure
cookies were available and that he got to Doo Littles for Lunch !
It's tough to lose Loved ones but at the same time Jim is now with Doris!
Once again prayers and thoughts with the Mc Andrew family.
Past CNA/CMA at Touchmark
Kacie
Kacie Kramer - June 05, 2019 at 06:20 PM

“

I met Jim and Doris in Solona Beach, Ca in 1979. I started selling real estate in the same
office where Jim was selling. Our little group had a fun time joking around. Jim had a great
sense of humor! I got to know Doris and remained in contact with them for the 40 years
after that time. The two were quality people with great values. I will always have fond
memories of Jim.
Mary Claire Patterson - June 06, 2019 at 10:43 AM

