James Eaton Dixon Sr.
June 16, 1924 - August 8, 2021

Jim's Time of Sharing can be seen here: https://vimeo.com/592872655
James Eaton Dixon, age 97, was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota, on June 16, 1924, to
George and Isabel Dixon. Jim and his parents moved to Fargo shortly there after. In 1928,
a sister, Laura, and in 1936 a brother, David, joined the family. Jim attended school in
Fargo and graduated from Fargo Central High School in 1942. After graduation, he
enlisted in the Air Corp where he served from 1942 to 1946. He attended the University of
Wisconsin in Madison from 1946 to 1950, graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in
civil engineering. In 1950 he returned to Fargo to work in the insurance business. Shortly
after, he earned his CPCU (Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriter) designation at
which time he was one of the first two insurance agents in North Dakota with this
designation. He established Dixon Insurance in 1953 and was self-employed in the
business as an independent agent for 37 years. During his career, he served as president
and on the board of directors of the Association of Independent Insurance Agents for four
years. He retired from the insurance business in 2002, at which time he sold Dixon
Insurance to his son Jed and daughter Melissa who continue to operate the business.
In 1953 he married the love of his life, Virginia [Ginny] Jordahl Slater. Along with a new
wife, he welcomed Virginia’s two young children, son Stephen and daughter Sue Ellen,
whom he adopted and raised as his own. He later was blessed with two additional
children: son Jed and daughter Melissa.
In 1980, along with two partners, he formed the Bridge Company to construct and operate
a new bridge across the Red River to facilitate the flow of traﬃc between Moorhead and
Fargo. This was the first privately held toll bridge in North Dakota.
Jim, Virginia, and their family enjoyed winters skiing and snowmobiling in Montana and
other Western states and summers sailing, skiing, and golfing at Lake Melissa near Detroit
Lakes, Minnesota. Jim and Virginia traveled to Europe, Africa, Canada, and throughout
the United States. They made several trips to enjoy the Olympic Games, which brought

them great joy.
Jim particularly enjoyed owning and operating motor homes and experiencing the R.V.
travel lifestyle.
Jim had a strong faith and was a longtime member of the First United Methodist Church in
Fargo and supporter of the Shoreham Chapel on the north shore of Lake Melissa,
Minnesota. After the death of his beloved wife, Virginia, in 2008, he was blessed with a
second special relationship with Callie Dady, with whom he enjoyed many years of
companionship.
Jim is survived by his brother David Dixon, his children Stephen Dixon (Carol), Sue Ellen
Wasserburger (Jon), James E. Dixon Jr. [Jed] (Raila), and Melissa Dixon Armfield (Jim)
eight grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his wife,
Virginia; his sister, Laura Hinderacker; his companion, Callie Dady; and his parents,
George and Isabel Dixon.
Jim loved to be surrounded by friends and visitors and always had time to share stories.
He will be missed by many who loved him and enjoyed his friendship and vivacious
personality. Jim will always be remembered for his thirst for life, happiness and for his
giving nature.
Any contributions in his name may be made to the Shoreham Chapel, located at Lake
Melissa, Minnesota; the First United Methodist Church Foundation, located in Fargo; or to
Hospice of Red River Valley, located in Fargo.
Jim's Tribute Video can be seen and copies ordered here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/423Q8T52N9B24347

Cemetery Details
Riverside Cemetery - Fargo
2102 5th St. S.
Fargo, ND 58103
http://riversidecemeteryfargo.org/

Previous Events
Visitation
AUG 26. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
info@hansonrunsvold.com
https://www.hansonrunsvold.com

Time of Sharing
AUG 26. 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
info@hansonrunsvold.com
https://www.hansonrunsvold.com

Memorial Service
AUG 28. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)
Shoreham Chapel
24263 North Melissa Drive
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
http://www.shorehamchapel.com

Tribute Wall
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of James
Eaton Dixon Sr.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 26, 2021 at 01:56 PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of James Eaton
Dixon Sr.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 26, 2021 at 01:56 PM

BB

Jim seemed a man of boundless energy, always at work doing ... something. He
engaged everyone in conversation about the freshest thing happening in the
community. Never seemed to lack for an informed opinion, and just seemed to
enjoy life. I have a great memory of 50 years ago when Jim took TH and me onto
the back lot of the Haggerty family and showed us a Cushman motor scooter he
stored there. He beneficently bestowed it upon TH and me, telling us we would
need to get it running. Much time, joy and trial-and-error effort was expended in
that mechanical task. However, my mother, an otherwise well mannered woman, I
think would have welcomed an opportunity to "wring his neck". Mom wouldn't
even allow us to have bikes at the lake - she was not thrilled to have me whizzing
around on a motor scooter. At one point we hauled it to Fargo, where I was
stopped by police for driving an unlicensed motor vehicle and being underage
while doing so, and sent home with a lecture to mind my Ps and Qs. Jim was a
good man, will be missed, and will be much remembered for many years to come.
~ Birch Burdick
Birch P Burdick - August 27, 2021 at 10:01 AM

Our thoughts are with you these days. Kris thought a lot of him. Ron and Isabel
Fischer
Ron Fischer - August 26, 2021 at 07:56 PM



Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the
family of James Eaton Dixon Sr..

August 24, 2021 at 08:14 PM

HH

Hawk & Dawn Hawkinson purchased the Sunny Memories for
the family of James Eaton Dixon Sr..

Hawk & Dawn Hawkinson - August 23, 2021 at 03:00 PM

NS

The Smith family is sorry to hear about the passing of Jim. Sue Ellen, Stephen,
Melissa, Jed & the entire Dixon clan…. we send all of our love. Jim’s teachings of
kindness and practical sense with much love from Virginia too, have taught me to
be a better person in my life. I first met Jim when I was a teenager and spending
the summers with my my grandparents, Virginia & Ken Moran on Lake Melissa.
Jim took me under his wing being a wonderful role model by teaching me
kindness, compassion & giving and much more, when I needed it the most. I
looked forward tevery summer being asked to be a crew member aka “hiker” in
his sailboat, racing on Sunday mornings on lake Melissa with much fanfare
including Bill Corwin firing the cannon to start the many races. Jim created many
jobs for me, such as one at Mac’s landing… fueling, loading and unloading boats
and pontoons that plied Lake Melissa. Jim provided boats and toys for me to “test
out” on a regular basis and many times commissioned me to help him clean &
detail his beloved motor home- lol. So glad Jim Dixon was an intricate part of my
youth which helped make me the man I am today- thank you for sharing your Dad
with me. I will always cherish his consummate optimism and his zest for life and
will we miss him very much. Much Love Nate Smith and Family
Nathan Smith - August 22, 2021 at 03:10 PM

JH

David and the Dixon Family,
From an old friend and neighbor.
Was very sorry to read of Jim's passing.
There are many good memories of the Dixon family.
Jim & Marilyn Hetland
jimmar@loretel.net
Jim Hetland - August 20, 2021 at 02:23 PM

SP

While I didn't know Jim, I know what a difference he made in the lives of his
daughter Melissa and granddaughter Chelsea. Love you both so much at this
difficult time.
Sue Petry - August 20, 2021 at 11:13 AM

NJ

Jim loved his church in Fargo. It seems like every time I saw him we ended up
talking about the church and how we might improve it or how we might preserve it
for future generations. Much of our time together was on finance committees and
the foundation board. We didn't always agree, but we always had great
conversations.
Jim loved his family and talked about them frequently. He also loved his business
and shared stories of how it had grown over the years.
He loved to have fun. He talked about his motor home and all the trips that he
and Virginia had taken together.
Jim's big smile will be missed by family and friends.
Neil Jordheim
Neil Jordheim - August 18, 2021 at 01:30 PM

CW

Jed
Sorry for the loss of your father. He was a true gentleman!
Thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Clay Whittlesey
Clay Whittlesey - August 18, 2021 at 11:20 AM

HL

Hofmann Trucking, LLC purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of James Eaton Dixon Sr..

Hofmann Trucking, LLC - August 17, 2021 at 05:20 PM

SB

Deepest sympathies to Jed, Melissa and the entire family on the loss of their
father, Jim. I so enjoyed our years together which have made many memories.
May he rest now after a life so well lived.
Sherry Buethner - August 16, 2021 at 11:19 AM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
James Eaton Dixon Sr..

August 14, 2021 at 12:59 PM

CS

Sending our love. Enjoyed our time with Jim and family at the cottage watching a
Bison football game and our discussions. Connie & Bruce Stenhjem
connie Stenhjem - August 13, 2021 at 06:28 PM

DA

My sympathies to the Dixon family, always enjoying visiting with Jim.
Daryl Anderson
Daryl Anderson - August 12, 2021 at 05:12 PM

