Ivan Curtis Haakenson
August 16, 1941 - July 22, 2021

Ivan's service can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/583065105
Ivan Curtis Haakenson of Fargo, North Dakota passed away July 22nd at the Sanford
Hospice House in Fargo after a brief battle with cancer.
Ivan, the only child of Henry and Gertie (Johannesgaard) Haakenson, was born August
16th, 1941. He was proud of his Norwegian heritage.
His faith was very important to him. He was baptized at Norman Lutheran Church in
Kindred, and confirmed at First Lutheran Church in Fargo where he remained a life-long
member.
Ivan graduated from Fargo Central in 1959 and attended Wahpeton School of Science. He
remained close with many of his classmates and cherished their friendships.
In July 1965, he married Shirley Aune, the love of his life and his wife of 56 years. Her
family became his, and he embraced her siblings as if they were his own. They have
countless lake stories and fishing tales. Ivan's passion for life and brotherly advice was
always present.
Ivan spent most of his career in the surplus and hardware business. He completed The
Dale Carnegie sales program where he grew and fine-tuned his craft. Ivan opened 8
stores for Surplus Center (later Mac's ) while he was the general manager and buyer. In
1977 he and Shirley ventured out on their own to start Midwest Sales and Surplus. They
lost the business to a massive fire in 1983, and Ivan returned to Dakota Surplus. After
retiring from the surplus business, never one to sit still long, Ivan continued work part time
for Cardinal Health.
In retirement, he enjoyed gardening, often sharing stories of his childhood and the family
farm in Kindred. His plot at the community garden allowed him to make more friends and
grow his prized squash. He also took up woodworking, something he had not done since

his scouting days. He was always generous, and loved to share what he grew in the
garden or made in the shop with anyone who stopped to visit.
Ivan would often say, "Your family is all you've got". He is survived by his wife Shirley and
four children: Stacy (Carter) Anderson, Show Low, Az; Shawnda (Troy) Mickelson, Fargo,
ND; Susan (Chris) Crocker, Great Falls, MT; and Steve Haakenson, Overgaard. AZ.
Grandchildren: Blake (Jessica), Conner (Liz), Mattea Anderson; Taylor, Sophie, Spencer
Mickelson; Buddy, Mason (Whitney) Crocker; Brooke (Tylor) Thomson; great
grandchildren: Ezra, Brewer, and Harper Anderson; Paige, Tawnie, Bruce, Shauna, and
William Crocker; and Gracyn Thomson; siblings-in-law: Judy Meyer, Kevin (Linda) Aune;
nieces and nephews: Kim Meyer, Kari (Van) Lockett, Heather (Jeremy) Ostrowski, Dave
(Leah) Aune, Patrick (Susan) Aune , Summer (Jack) Aune, as well as six great-grand
nephews; and his life-long friend Gordon Monson and family.
He was preceded in death by his parents; grandson, Andrew "Andyman" Anderson; and
his brother-in-law, Bruce Meyer.
His family is thankful for the staff at Sanford Hospice for their care, his friends at the
garden for their work, and for all of our family and friends who offer us comfort during this
time.
Memorial Service: 2pm, Wednesday, August 4, 2021 with a visitation one hour prior at
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home, Fargo, ND.
Burial: Norman Lutheran Cemetery, Kindred, ND
Condolences and memories may be shared at www.hansonrunsvold.com
Arrangements entrusted to Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - Fargo, ND

Cemetery Details
Norman Lutheran Cemetery
Kindred, ND

Previous Events
Visitation
AUG 4. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
info@hansonrunsvold.com
https://www.hansonrunsvold.com

Memorial Service
AUG 4. 2:00 PM (CT)
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South
Fargo, ND 58103
info@hansonrunsvold.com
https://www.hansonrunsvold.com

Tribute Wall
Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of Ivan Curtis
Haakenson

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 04, 2021 at 02:45 PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Ivan
Curtis Haakenson

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 03, 2021 at 06:09 PM

DI

My heartfelt sympathies Shirley and family. I just found out that Ivan passed
away- Rod and I remember all the credit union events - he had a great laugh!
May your memories and his spirit be with you always. Our thoughts and love
Shirley. D&R
Diane - September 15, 2021 at 01:28 PM

CJ

Connie Johnson lit a candle in memory of Ivan Curtis
Haakenson

Connie Johnson - August 04, 2021 at 07:43 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Ivan Curtis Haakenson.

August 03, 2021 at 04:41 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ivan Curtis
Haakenson.

August 01, 2021 at 01:26 PM

BN

Bill and Sherry--Bill and Nelda purchased the Meat & Cheese
Sympathy Gift Crate for the family of Ivan Curtis Haakenson.

Bill and Sherry--Bill and Nelda - July 31, 2021 at 05:14 PM

IR

Shirley and Family. I am so sorry to hear of the loss of Ivan. I know we haven't
been in contact with each other for a long time, but do remember several of the
memories that you shared with me while working with you at the Postal Family
Credit Union. My deepest sympathy to you and you family Shirley. Inez
Inez Rath - July 31, 2021 at 03:39 PM

JT

Shirley it has been quite awhile since we have seen each other. Norris talked
about Ivan frequently. I lost him to Covid Dec 1, 2020 and miss him terribly. My
sympathy to you and your family.
Janice Thompson - July 29, 2021 at 01:44 PM

So many good memories with Ivan, Shirley and the kids....
Ivan and my brother, Gordon, called me "Toots" (the only two in my life that could
do so). With our Dad, Wendell Monson, owning and operating the Fargo school
buses, they were words spoken frequently. But I could not say "school bus" when
I was young, it came out "tool bus". And therefore my nickname.
Later, our Mom, Ethel Monson would take care of Stacy, Shawnda, Susie and
Steve in her daycare. My sister, Donna, and I would babysit the kids while Ivan
and Shirley would have date nights.
Ivan loved and took care of his family. He was very giving of his love and
friendship towards others. He shared his stories, advise and wisdom with many. A
very proud father and Norwegian.
Ivan will be missed but in our hearts always.
Becky (Monson) Ohnstad
Becky Ohnstad - July 28, 2021 at 01:03 PM



A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Ivan Curtis
Haakenson.

July 27, 2021 at 09:02 AM

TH

Thomas Hoel lit a candle in memory of Ivan Curtis
Haakenson

Thomas Hoel - July 27, 2021 at 08:41 AM

BA

I have been spoiled all of my life by grandparents who never have missed an
opportunity to let me know they love me. My Papa Ivan has been a constant in
my life. He was quick to say he was proud (he would regularly double the grandkids wages when we worked hard), share some advice when he knew I could use
it, and modeled for all of us the importance of family. I was fortunate to have lived
with my Nana Shirley and Papa Ivan for almost a year after I graduated high
school and gave college a half hearted attempt. They welcomed me in with open
arms, taught me around the dinner table, and encouraged me to do the best I can
with the time I have.
Papa Ivan was a work horse (not sure what kind of horse but I would assume the
Norwegian kind). He would be up at 2:30AM to go to work for Cardinal Health and
I never heard him complain about being tired from keeping those odd hours. On
his days off there was always a project to work on (those mornings I was greeted
with a GOOOOOOOOOODDD Morning!). Even in the week prior to his diagnosis
he was rototilling his very large garden and making up a new batch of wooden toy
cars.
Papa Ivan also modeled for me how a husband aught to never stop trying to woo
his wife. My grandpa made lots of room in his garden to grow flowers and would
cut them for my Nana Shirl. By the end of summer their home would be filled with
fresh cut flowers.
(As a side note on loving your spouse-My Nana Shirley would stay up until my
grandpa left for work at cardinal health. He went to bed early so she would get
her housework done while he slept. Then before he got up (at 2:30) she would
make a fresh pot of coffee and breakfast so they could spend some time together
in the morning. Then once he left for the work day she would call it a day and get
some sleep. Talk about love!)
My grandpa also showed me the importance of spending time together. From the
time I was able to be away from my parents Papa Ivan would have something for
us to do. I won't venture to guess how many thousands of miles we spent driving
together, not really accomplishing much but working through important questions
such as- "Was you in the boat when the boat tipped over?" and "Kan du snakke
norsk?".
There was never a trip that I would describe as fast or the route as particularly
efficient. One could be assured of multiple pit stops along the journey. Whether I
was tagging along to the warehouse in Frazee, going to the lake to water the new
grass he planted, or stopping by to say hi to his many friends (too many for me to
begin to try to name but everyone had some sort of nickname). Like many of us
he always had something that he needed to do but Papa Ivan was never too busy
to bring us along for the ride.
I've included a few pictures that remind me of what a great guy my Grandpa was.

The first is he and I laying on what I assume is a hotel bed somewhere. We are
not really doing anything but he is happy as can be just to be spending time with
his grandson.
The other 2 pictures were taken a few years ago when Papa Ivan was with my
son, his great grandson, Ezra. Papa's smile in these is just as big and his joy just
as obvious as it was 25 years before with me.

Blake Anderson - July 27, 2021 at 02:18 AM



Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the
family of Ivan Curtis Haakenson.

July 26, 2021 at 10:50 AM

LI

Liz lit a candle in memory of Ivan Curtis Haakenson

Liz - July 26, 2021 at 08:13 AM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ivan Curtis
Haakenson.

July 23, 2021 at 10:35 PM

