Helen J. Klauss
June 8, 1922 - July 27, 2018

Helen J. (Richards) Klauss, age 96, of Fargo, North Dakota, formerly of Wheatland, North
Dakota, entered Heaven’s gates on July 27, 2018. She was born on June 8, 1922 to the
late Dexter and Verna Richards.
Helen grew up on a farm near Amenia, North Dakota with her brother, Clark, and attended
St. Luke’s School of Nursing in Fargo. She worked at the VA hospital in Fargo until her
marriage to Oliver Klauss on March 10, 1945. She then became a farm wife and full-time
mother to her 3 children, Pat (Klauss) Meier, Rick Klauss, and Robyn (Klauss) Samuelson.
Despite her full schedule, she also worked as the first female school bus driver in North
Dakota, school cook, 4-H leader, and migrant school nurse. Helen was a devout Christian
and member and prayer group leader of the Faith United Methodist Church in Fargo. She
was a Sunday School and bible school teacher, choir member, and served as the youth
leader for the Methodist church for over 25 years in her home parish in Casselton.
When her children entered college, Helen returned to work as an RN, working in obstetrics
at St. John’s Hospital in Fargo, until she retired in 1993. She and Oliver enjoyed traveling
with lifelong friends, Bob and Betty Hill.
She loved baking buns and sweet rolls for her family and friends and she taught her
granddaughter and grandson to make them so the tradition could continue. She was well
known for her “Helen Hugs” which were given freely to friends, family and sometimes
people she had just met! Her loving spirit will be remembered forever by all who knew her.
Thank you to the staff at Bethany on 42nd, Cottonwood Court, for their compassionate
care for her in the last months of her life and for becoming like family to us. And a special
gratitude to Hospice of the Red River Valley for helping to make her comfortable the past
two weeks and for their caring support of our family.
She is preceded in death by her parents, her brother, Clark, her husband, Oliver and her

beloved son, Rick.
She is survived by: her daughters, Pat (and special “son”, Ray) Meier and Robyn
Samuelson. Grandchildren, Kari Meier (Dana) Brock, Chris (Karin) Meier, Tim (Kara)
Meier, Morgan Samuelson (Matt) Linton, Mitchell Samuelson, and Karen Araya, along with
10 great- grandchildren, Alex, Matthew, Libby and Ryan Brock, Grace, Boden and Landon
Meier, Easton, Griffin and Maggie Meier, and Sofia and Beckett Araya.
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Funeral Service

02:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

Helen was one of the first persons to welsmcome us to Faith Methodist..with a hug. It
wasn't until many years later that Clark attended service at Faith and recognized me
from my dad's funeral that we put together the Leonard connection. Clark and my
parents were good friends in Leonard. I enjoyed watching Helen 's face light up with
her smile and receving a much -needed hug from her at times. She will be missed.

Shelley J Bock - August 04, 2018 at 11:48 PM

“

My condolences for you mom. I remember lots of fun times with her when we were
kids.
Judy and Doug Christoffersen

Judy Christoffersen - August 03, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

Helen and I were prayer partners for a long time. When she started to go to Florida
we had a cell service in all states so kept her on my list we had many great talks.
She prayed for Craig he would stop and give her a hug when she came to church.
Christie and I moved to Bethany last December one day when Craig came to visit we
went down to see her. I loved being a prayer partner with her she will be missed. Jo
Barke

Jo Barke - August 02, 2018 at 10:09 PM

“

My hugs and sympathy to you. I’ll not be in attendance at the funeral, but my prayers
are with you. My memories include Red River Valley Fair work the first year in the
new location with Helen guiding me through “the ropes”. My memories of Helen
include the sound of her laughter and her direct eye to eye contact. Fond memories...
Grace Backman

grace backman - August 02, 2018 at 08:00 PM

“

Remembering a friend, great neighbor, and wonderful 4-H leader! Robyn, Pat, and
Ray our thoughts are with you.
The Morse kids - Peggy (Lee), Jane (John), and Chuck (Loree)

Jane (Morse) Olson - August 02, 2018 at 09:02 AM

“

Dear Pat, Ray, and Robin,
My heart is so sad since I saw that your dear mother, Helen, passed away. My
thoughts have been flooded all week with sweet, special memories of the times I
spent with your family back in the late 60s and early 70s. What fun it was to be a
guest in Oliver and Helen's home on many occasions and to experience the Red
River Valley Fair with all of you!!
I so regret that we lost contact with one another these past few years, but I know
we'll have a grand reunion in Heaven one day! God so richly blessed my life through
your mom, and I'm forever grateful.
Know that you are in my thoughts and prayers....
Love,
Chere Workman Schultz

Chere Workman Schultz - August 01, 2018 at 09:46 PM

“

143 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 01, 2018 at 06:41 PM

“

Robin (Byrd) and family, I met Helen and Oli while attending VCSU - I was a music
major and in Robin's class. Helen and Oli were always so nice to Robin's friends and
I thought she had really cool parents. Oli would occasionally sit with us while we
played in the pep band at college football games (what a blast we had). Good
memories. I am so sorry for your loss.
Karen (Keys) Edland

Karen Edland - August 01, 2018 at 04:25 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I only met her a few times but in that time I could tell she was
a very kind person.
Debb Lettenmier

Debbra Lettenmaier - August 01, 2018 at 03:38 PM

“

Helen was a truly beautiful person, inside and out. It was my absolute pleasure
getting to know her and help in her care. Pat and Ray, my thoughts are with you both
and I hope you find comfort in the wonderful memories you have of Helen.
Amanda Hayenga

Amanda - July 31, 2018 at 09:03 PM

“

Don & Karen, David & Kim, Dean & Tonya Giermann purchased the Country Basket
Blooms for the family of Helen J. Klauss.

Don & Karen, David & Kim, Dean & Tonya Giermann - July 31, 2018 at 09:42 AM

“

I will always remember Helen. I have worked at Bethany for 41 years. I knew her
mother Verna. When Helen moved into Bethany we were happy to see each other
again. She told me we needed to make a pact. I had to stay working there until she
turned 100. I told her that would put me working there for 45 years. So sorry that she
didn't make it to 100th birthday. I know she loved every day she lived. She so
enjoyed her winters in Florida. She would even give me a call to just say she loved
me. She would say "this is your mother calling to say I will be returning to Fargo
soon". I won't be able to attend her service but I want you to know that my thoughts
and prayers go out to all of her family.
Val Mogard

Val Mogard - July 29, 2018 at 09:28 PM

“

I have warm memories of the Klauss family after teaching four years in Wheatland's
7&8 grades' classroom over 50 years ago. My condolences to the family.

Ed Stahl - July 29, 2018 at 09:02 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Helen J. Klauss.

July 29, 2018 at 02:26 PM

“

Pat, Robin and Ray, Helen was one of a kind! I truly loved her and she was so
wonderful to me and my family for so many years! We drove to work for the night
shift together for years while our sons were small and I could care for our sons during
the day! I can remember Rick or Oliver taking us in several times when the weather
was bad! We always had food for the night shift and never worried if we got stalled
because Helen had everything we would ever need during a storm! She taught me
so much as a young Mom, I will forever be grateful! Now she is with Oliver, Rick and
her awesome Mom! She was loved by so many and I for one will miss her greatly!
Thank you for sharing her with all of us!

Glenice Darwin - July 29, 2018 at 11:42 AM

“

Helen was like a Mother to me and to all the other young Nurses at St. John’s. Great
memories of giving her “report” as she came on the night shift. Always with a gentle
smile, white dress, nurse’s pin and her cap with the black RN stripe across the front.
Everything ran smoothly when Helen was on duty.
Oliver used to make homemade soup that Helen would bring to share with my family.
We felt so special when we got some of his soup.
Helen was my support person when my sister Abby passed away. She understood
my grief and sadness.
Will always have a special place in my heart for Helen. Blessings to all who loved
her.
Kris Berseth

Kris Berseth - July 29, 2018 at 10:57 AM

