Harland Willis Hanson
November 14, 1927 - September 18, 2018

Harland Willis Hanson, 90, passed away on September 18, 2018 at Bethany on 42nd in
Fargo, ND surrounded by family.
Harland was born November 14, 1927 in Harvey, ND to John and Caroline (Setra)
Hanson. The youngest of 13 children, he grew up on a farm southwest of Harvey. He
moved to Fargo in 1951. He married Alice Lantz on September 14, 1952. They had 4
children: Sandy, John, Kevin and Carolyn, and recently celebrated their 66th wedding
anniversary.
Harland served in the US Army and was honorably discharged to care for his ailing
parents. He worked 5 years for Great Northern Railroad. He then spent 3 years with
Jackson Company before joining Charbonneau Construction Company, where he quickly
became building and concrete foreman, running a crew for 27 years. When owner Jack
Charbonneau retired, he turned the business over to Harland who teamed up with Bob
Keifert to form H & K Construction. That partnership dissolved when the 80’s recession hit,
but the name H & K still remained. Harland, along with his sons, John and Kevin, were the
trio that kept H & K Construction running for 20 years. Upon Harland’s retirement in 1995,
the boys formed Hanbro Construction which is still in operation.
Harland was a self-taught guitar player and played dance jobs for 25 years in the Fargo
area, including 5 years with Jimmy Jensen “The Swingin’ Swede” at the Fargo Eagle’s
Club. He and Alice enjoyed camping at Camper’s Point on Pelican Lake and later
purchased a mobile home on Pelican Beach Resort where they stayed nearly 20 years.
(Harland was proud to have built the 3-plex and 4-plex at Pelican Beach with his boys, as
well as remodeling the cabins and store). After their lake years ended, they became
RedHawks baseball season ticket holders and kept those seats for 15+ years. He was
also an avid Twins fan.
Harland came from humble beginnings and was proud to have built the house on 9th
Street North in Fargo that he and Alice called home for 60 years. The footprint of that

house changed many times at the work of his skilled hands. In 2016 it was time to move,
and Bethany on 42nd became their new home. He was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfather and friend. Family was everything to him and he loved each
and every one of his offspring dearly. He touched the hearts of so many people along his
life’s journey.
Harland is survived by his wife, Alice; 4 children: Sandy (Bob) Hoy, Harwood, ND; John
(Ronda) Hanson, Kevin (Kari) Hanson, Carolyn (Scott) Trana, all of Fargo; 11
grandchildren: Jim (Heidi) Hoy, Kindred, ND; Kristin (Aaron) Sorvig, Fargo; Dan Hoy,
Harwood; Wade (Jenn) Hanson, West Fargo, ND; Michelle (Mike) Mages, St Cloud, MN;
Katie Hanson, Plymouth, MN; Ali Hanson, Chicago, IL; Kaia (Craig) Ehrmantraut, Cory
(Jordan) Trana, Matt (Katie Hickey) Trana, Sami Trana, all of Fargo; 9 greatgrandchildren: Dawson & Elleigh Hoy, Beckham & Lauren Sorvig, Kellen & Kierstin
Landman, Sage Hanson, Colbie LaRocque and Lincoln Ehrmantraut.
He was preceded in death by his parents, 8 sisters and 4 brothers.
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Comments

“

To the extended Hanson family; I am so sorry that this kind sole will no longer be
seen at the grocery store, be a part of your great family celebrations....But, you are
so lucky to have had him for so many years, and I am sure that his memory will last
in your many stories.
I am glad to have known him, taken many pictures of him in family gatherings in the
past, and share many other photos With him and your mom of the rest of the family.
Your family kindness will last forever starting with this man and Alice. Hope you will
find comfort with each other through this sad time.
Much love, Julie Baker

julie baker - September 24, 2018 at 03:45 PM

“

Thrivent Financial Leadership and Team purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the
family of Harland Willis Hanson.

Thrivent Financial Leadership and Team - September 24, 2018 at 10:24 AM

“

We are saddened to learn of Harlan’s passing and we’d like to say how much we
appreciated the work he did for us when we bought the old house in north Fargo. It
was a house with all the usual old house challenges and a few unique ones, too: like
the leak from nowhere and the mysterious electrical connection that turned the power
off in the garage. Harlan would not rest until he found the causes and solutions.
When I learned Harlan was at Bethany, I stopped to see him last fall; I’m so happy I
had that opportunity to spend a little time with him, reminiscing about all he (and
Kevin and John) had done for us. We laughed hardest about the day Harlan thought
that one of our cats was missing. Thinking that he had left the door open by accident,
he hopped in his pick-up and combed the neighborhood to find that cat. He did find a
cat, and brought it back to the house, only to have Kevin/John tell him it was not the
right cat. Only Harlan would have a heart that big and care so much to go out
searching for a cat, but it remains a funny, funny memory for us. In the end, the
“right” cat was not missing; he had just found a hiding spot to take a nap away from
the chaos of the construction work.
Our sincere condolences for your loss. Rita and Larry Leistritz

Rita Leistritz - September 24, 2018 at 07:40 AM

“

137 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - September 23, 2018 at 09:20 PM

“

Lisa Graalum-Swanson lit a candle in memory of Harland Willis Hanson

Lisa Graalum-Swanson - September 21, 2018 at 02:23 PM

“

“

Thanks Lis!
Carolyn - September 22, 2018 at 12:24 AM

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Harland Willis
Hanson.

September 21, 2018 at 10:25 AM

“

I first met Harland at my home for a basement finishing off project for the impending
birth of my daughter 26 years ago. This was the beginning of a lasting , lifelong
friendship that extended to Alice and John and Kevin. After my husband died 21
years ago , the Hanson’s kept me in my home by doing the periodic repairs that were
needed after 5 children were raised in our home. I kept in touch with Harland and

Alice with annual Christmas cards and visiting at RedHawks games. They both hold
a special place in my heart. Sharon Jackson Strande
Sharon Jackson Strande - September 20, 2018 at 09:58 PM

“

Thank you for sharing! Dad, Mom and the boys thought the world of your family!
Carolyn (Harland’s “baby”

—

)

Carolyn - September 22, 2018 at 12:20 AM

“

Dave and I remember when our friendship began with Harland and Alice at
CAMPERS POINT on Pelican Lake in the 1970's! The campfires with Harland
playing the guitar, the jokes, and fun times we shared with them and others. It
continued with the buildings added at PELICAN BEACH RESORT built by Harland
and his two sons and then the story continued with us sharing get togethers on
weekends. We cherish these memories. Hugs to all of his family!

Joyce Ramage - September 20, 2018 at 09:52 AM

“

Thank you Joyce and Dave. So many cherished memories of Camper’s Point and Pelican
Beach. Dad took great pride in the work done at the resort. Fun times!
Carolyn - September 22, 2018 at 12:24 AM

