Harlan Kermit Ormbreck
March 26, 1936 - May 2, 2022

Harlan Ormbreck was born to Christian and Christine (Vesterheim) Ormbreck on March
26, 1936, in Ulen, Minnesota.
He attended school there and graduated in 1954. Harlan enrolled in the Department of
Architecture at NDAC, graduating in 1959.
While in college, he was the drummer for various dance bands and spent summers
working in Yellowstone Park.
While he was an intern for Johnson and Lightowler Architects and Engineers, he had the
opportunity to design the Headquarter Office Building for Western States Life Insurance.
The building overlooking Island Park is now the administration building for the Fargo
Public School district.
Harlan attended Columbia University and received a Master of Science degree in
Architecture. He returned to Fargo and joined the faculty in the Department of Architecture
at NDSU. He taught architectural history and design. He also spent considerable time
pursuing his life partner, Sharon Ormbreck. They were married on August 12, 1966. He
was a member of the ND American Institute of Architects and served on the Board of
Directors. In 1971 he decided to return to office practice and became a principal in the firm
of Koehnlien, Lightowler, and Johnson. He designed the American Crystal Sugar
Company Headquarters Office Building.
Harlan returned to teaching in 1989 and retired in 1998. In retirement, he served on a
committee to review nominations to be considered for historical preservation and on the
CHI Villa Nazareth Board of Directors. With the organization of the New Horizon Band, he
was able to continue to enjoy music as a percussionist.
Harlan and Sharon traveled extensively. They visited most regions of the United States
and Canada. The first destination after Sharon retired was Europe. The next adventure
was a trip to Hong Kong and mainland China. Subsequent travel took them to Norway,
Iceland, and major cities along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and the Baltic Sea.
After the war in Viet Nam, a number of refugees from Cambodia and Viet Nam came to

the FM area to become American citizens. They have become our family. Harlan is
survived by his wife, Sharon, Cambodian daughter Kina Wong, grandchildren Alex, Katie,
and Covey Wong.
He was preceded in death by his brothers Clayton, Neal, and Paul Ormbreck.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to the 20/20 Club at First Lutheran Church, 619
Broadway N., Fargo, ND 50102
Interment: First Lutheran Church Columbarium, Fargo, North Dakota.

Cemetery Details
First Lutheran Church - Columbarium
619 Broadway N
Fargo, ND 58102

Tribute Wall

RH

Dear Sharon,
Harlan was an inspiration to everyone who knew him. He belonged to groups
comprised of old and new acquaintances. He made everyone in those groups feel
important and welcomed. Everyone's opinion mattered. We too miss Harlan.
Roger and Mary Hoffmann
Roger Hoffmann - May 09 at 03:23 PM

VD

Dear Sharon,
I am saddened by the the passing of Harlan. It was so much fun playing in the
Golden Notes Band with him. I loved his sense of humor and you two were
obviously very much in love. He was such an intellect and always had something
interesting to say.
I also enjoyed seeing both of you at the Ccarta meetings.
He will be missed by so many people. He leaves many legacies in both music
and in his profession of architecture.
We will keep his spirit alive through music and happy memories.
Sincerely,
Verlene Dvoracek
Verlene Dvoracek - May 09 at 11:56 AM

SL

Sharon: I am so sorry for Harland passing. I had so much fun playing percussion
in the new horizon band with Harlan. He was a gem of a guy. Your in my thoughts
and prayers. Shirley labine
Shirley labine - May 08 at 09:00 PM

JS

Sharon, We know you and many others will miss Harlan. I will send a notice to
Vinh as he was a real fan of Harlan. We enjoyed knowing Harlan. Peace be with
you, John and Sherri Stern
John and Sherri Stern - May 07 at 08:14 PM

WH

Sharon, so sorry to hear of Harlan's passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you.
Wayne and Elaine Hankel
Wayne Hankel - May 07 at 12:57 PM

Sharon,
Wint and I are so sorry to hear of the passing of Harlan. He was such a kind and
generous man. It has been a pleasure, for both of us, to have known and worked
with him all these years. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Wint Johnson and Linda Letnes
Linda Flick Letnes - May 07 at 11:19 AM

JH

Dear Sharon,
I am shocked and saddened to hear of Harlan’s passing. You and Harlan became
such good friends and I cherish the times we we were able to get together. I so
wish we could have found the time to meet one more time before Harlan passed.
Harlan was so kind and respectful. I was impressed with his knowledge of an
array of topics. My conversations with you two will always be kept close to my
heart.
My thoughts and prayers are with you, Sharon, as you mourn the passing of your
best friend and life’s partner.
May God bless Harlan’s memory, and may he Rest In Peace forever.
Love and Prayers,
John Riley Holmen
John R. Holmen - May 07 at 11:00 AM

BJ

Sharon, I am so sorry to read about Harlan's passing. He was such a genuinely
caring man. He had such a welcoming presence. I always admired the two of you,
soulmates.
Prayers for you as you walk this journey,
Bonnie Johnson
Bonnie Johnson - May 07 at 10:30 AM

DL

Such joy and sadness. Joy for a life well-lived and sadness for the passing of an
extraordinary man. Sharon, you and Harlan accomplished so much in a quiet
unassuming way. You also made time for fun. I’m sending my prayers as you
grieve the loss of your dear husband.
Dana Leopold - May 07 at 08:44 AM

CL

Dear Aunt Sharon,
I have so many wonderful memories of Uncle Harlan. He was a kind and gentle
soul. I'm thinking of you and praying for peace and strength. His love for you lives
on. May God bless you and give rest to his soul. I'm sending my love.
Carolyn
Carolyn Lockwood Lopez - May 06 at 10:43 PM

AG

Sharon,
I am so sorry to hear about Harlan. You and your family are in my thoughts and
prayers.
Love Alana and Eric Gardner
Alana Gardner - May 06 at 02:53 PM

SM

Dear Sharon,
We are very sorry to learn of Harlan's passing. I always enjoyed his insights and
conversation about our mutual interest in drumming, architectural history,
architecture, and especially Modernism. (He was the consummate Modernist
architect, especially for Western State's Life and the Crystal Sugar office
building.) Harlan was widely respected for his talent and commitment to his
profession, and also for his kindness, genuine smile, and caring for others. I
remember how his eyes brightened when talking about his travel with you,
Sharon, and also for his adopted family. I know he was well-respected for his
caring support as a college teacher who touched many lives, and for his volunteer
involvement. Harlan will be missed by so many. We honor his memory and we
thank you for sharing this good man with us.
In loving sympathy,
Steve and JoAnna Martens
Steve and JoAnna Martens - May 06 at 08:56 AM

DH

Sharon I am so sorry to learn of Harlan's death. He was a neighbor of mine
growing up. He was a kind gentle man. My brother who was a good friend of
Harlan's died April 7th. I am sure they are busy getting a board or card game
ready to play. My sincere condolences. Dianne Haugo
Dianne Haugo - May 05 at 03:26 PM

LJ

We are sending love, peace and clarity to you Aunt Sharon. Your forever
soulmate is now your sheltering angel from Heaven. You are in our hearts.
Paul & Lisa
Lisa Jorgenson - May 05 at 12:19 PM

BA

Hi Sharon, This is sad news indeed. Love and peace to you, in this difficult time.
Barbie and Milton
Barbara - May 04 at 07:41 PM

MY

Sharon, so sorry to hear about Harlan. Prayers for your family.
Mark yohe
Mark yohe - May 04 at 06:31 PM

MA

Sharon, so sorry for your loss. Harlan was a wonderful man. He will be missed.
Most sincerely,
MaryAnn
Mary Ann Armbrust - May 04 at 04:33 PM

JE

Super nice man, great instructor at NDSU. Learned a lot from him and was
always friendly and approachable. I'll miss you!!!
John Erickson
John Erickson - May 04 at 02:11 PM

Harlan was a wonderful neighbor. A true gentleman!

Denis Richardson - May 04 at 12:19 PM

