Gwen Marie McIntyre
September 27, 1946 - September 24, 2017

Gwen Marie McIntyre lived life to the fullest. Sadly, she passed away unexpectedly
Sunday September 24, 2017 in her home. We are heartbroken.
Gwen was born September 27, 1946 in Warren, MN to Donna (Askegard) and “Frenchy”
Charboneau. She was the oldest of five siblings. After graduation, Gwen went to the
University of Minnesota for Dental Assisting and eventually settled in Fargo, ND.
In Fargo, she met and married Dennis McIntyre and raised two wonderful daughters,
Nicolle and Emily. They shared many beautiful years together in Prairie Rose, where she
was honored to be the Mayor. Gwen has always led an extremely fun and adventurous life
surrounded by her most cherished friends…she enjoyed playing Mahj Jong with a
fantastic group of ladies that has evolved over the years. Her other activities included
Bunco, PEO, volunteering at church, Red Hat Club, and the Girls of ’64, just to name a
few. She was always so excited to travel and get together with her many friends.
Gwen worked almost 20 years at Dr. Brown’s dental office and later switched careers to
public housing. She managed the Fargo High Rise and touched many lives in the
community on a daily basis with her compassion and professionalism. After retiring, she
worked part time at Scheels, and for the past two years, she has enjoyed working with
Cass County Housing in West Fargo.
Over ten years ago, she reconnected with her high school sweetheart, Stephen Kotts.
Stephen lived in the Seattle area; they traveled back and forth visiting, taking trips in the
US, as well as venturing to Ireland together. Sadly, Stephen preceded her in death this
past December.
Gwen’s primary passion in life was her two daughters, whom she spoke with daily (or
more) and her three beautiful grandchildren that will miss her dearly.
She is preceded in death by her parents and Stephen. She is survived by her four siblings,

Darrell (Lois), Debra, Scott, and Jodi; her two daughters, Nicolle (Paul) and Emily (Ed);
grandchildren, Alyssa, Megan and Zachary and new step-grandchildren, Madalyn and
Denali.
Gwen’s life should be celebrated … please raise a glass in her honor.
In lieu of flowers, please consider sending a donation in her name to the Churches United
for the Homeless, 1901 1st Ave N, Moorhead, MN 56560, www.churches-united.org, an
organization focused on supporting the homeless in our community, one of her undeniable
passions.
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Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Olivet Lutheran Church
1330 S. University Drive, Fargo, ND, US, 58103
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Prayer Service

07:00PM

Olivet Lutheran Church
1330 S. University Drive, Fargo, ND, US, 58103
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Olivet Lutheran Church
1330 S. University Drive, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

I want to express my deepest sympathy for her family for the loss of Gwen. I had the
pleasure of serving on the Fargo South PTA board with her. She had an exquisite
enthusiasm that I admired. I've always been struck with how proud she was of her
daughters. I'm so sorry for your loss!
Linda Olson

Linda Olson - October 03, 2017 at 10:45 AM

“

Bob Maxwell lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Bob Maxwell - September 30, 2017 at 06:54 PM

“

You will always live in my heart...I still feel you're presence...I have many fond memories
over the past 42 years of being your brother in law...you were a great mom,grandma. wife,
relative and citizen in your community...you will never be forgotten by any of us...thanks for
being a friend and loving relative....bob
Bob Maxwell - September 30, 2017 at 07:03 PM

“

My heart is broken, and blessed for the wonderful times spent together in the past
few months. She loved her family, and cared for her residents at the Lashkowitz High
Rise as well as those at West Fargo Housing Authority so much, so thoroughly and
so completely. I do not doubt that she finds a way to simultaneously remain with all of
us, as well as with all of those dear to her that have gone before. Impossible to say
good-bye. Thank you for everything.

Krista Stone - September 30, 2017 at 02:31 PM

“

Gwen was such a vibrant woman with a loving, giving heart. She will be greatly
missed by so many of her dear ones. My sympathies
Connie Santwire

Connie Santwire - September 29, 2017 at 03:26 PM

“

During my days at Cass County I never missed a chance to visit Gwen when I would
stop in at the hi rise to see a client or to check with Gwen to see what she knew
about the person. She always knew about every person living there. I also enjoyed
so much just stopping in to chat for awhile and share stories. I will always remember
her smiles and laughter. I want to express my deepest and sincere sympathy to her
Gwen's family and all who loved her.
Sandi Larson

Sandi Larson - September 28, 2017 at 04:42 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gwen Marie McIntyre.

September 28, 2017 at 04:19 PM

“

The McIntyre family and loved ones of Gwen are in my prayers. (Isaiah 25:8,
Revelations 21:4

MJ,Dothan,Al - September 28, 2017 at 03:31 PM

“

Fargo Housing & Redevelopment Authority Employees purchased the Medium Dish
Garden for the family of Gwen Marie McIntyre.

Fargo Housing & Redevelopment Authority Employees - September 28, 2017 at 12:14 PM

“

I knew Gwen when she was the Project Manager at the Fargo High Rise. The word
'compassion' is right on the money - she was a people-person, and would make the
time to listen to residents. When my wife was having problems with her payee, she
did not hesitate to make a call right there and then. She made everyone feel safe,
secure, and was always sympathetic. When I was about to head to Myanmar to
teach, our son came to Fargo from Washington, and she was instrumental in helping
him through the process to live here, which was a great comfort for my wife while I
was overseas. It was not uncommon for her to talk to the residents in the Common
areas, and was a great multitasker. Gwen, the Fargo High Rise has never been the
same since you left. You told it like it is, while also being a great listener, and using,
yes, your compassion. God Bless you. You lived a full life, and can never be
replaced. My prayers go to you and your family - Wade C. Maroney

Wade Maroney - September 28, 2017 at 12:01 PM

“

140 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - September 28, 2017 at 11:12 AM

“

Very sad to hear of Gwen's sudden passing and the loss of my childhood friends
Nicole and Emily, their families, and all of Gwen's loved ones.
Gwen was a co-leader of the 4-H group in which Nicole and I participated in. I have
really fond memories of Gwen as a parent-volunteer. I recently connected with her
via social media and could never claim to be among her closest friends, but I believe
that she is one of those adults that I intersected with as a kid that served as a really
positive role model.
I'm sure her example had a positive influence on my own future volunteer service
and other children that connected with her and her family. Along with being so
beloved by her own family, she was truly a leader among that "village" that helped
positively impact her neighbors and kids in her community. For that, I am so grateful.

Erica (Moe) Giorgi - September 28, 2017 at 09:46 AM

“

My love and prayers to all of you. Gwen was a wonderful woman.

Barb Hocking Olson - September 28, 2017 at 01:53 AM

“

Sherry Senske lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Sherry Senske - September 27, 2017 at 11:30 PM

“

Joann Lawrence lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Joann Lawrence - September 27, 2017 at 10:28 PM

“

Karla Bjorem And Husnija Kovac lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Karla Bjorem and Husnija Kovac - September 27, 2017 at 09:53 PM

“

Dale Ljunggren lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Dale Ljunggren - September 27, 2017 at 09:29 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Gwen's passing. She was such a strong and giving lady and will
be missed by all.

sharon swenson - September 27, 2017 at 07:42 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Gwen's passing. She was a great lady. She and I both liked to wear
black and white. It was fun to see what combo of that we could come up with..She
will be missed.

kathy Steffan - September 27, 2017 at 02:05 PM

“

Ingo Keller lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Ingo Keller - September 27, 2017 at 11:18 AM

“

1st CONDOLENCES TO GWEN'S FAMILY, SHE IS BLESSED WITH 2 AMAZING
GIRLS, & GRANDCHILDREN SHE LOVED SO DEARLY!
READING THE PAPER THIS AM SEEING GWEN'S NAME, I'M IN SHOCK! THIS
WOMEN, MISS GWEN, IS WHAT I CALLED HER, CHANGED MY LIFE. SHE
GUIDED ME, SUPPORTED ME AS A SINGLE PARENT, MY BEAUTIFUL SON,
BRANDON, WHOM PASSED 9-29-15. IT WILL BE A COMFORT KNOWING MY
BRANDON WILL HAVE A BEAUTIFUL RAY OF SUNSHINE WITH HIM. MISS

GWEN IS A GIVER, THAT KEPT GIVING!

Brenda Kluth - September 27, 2017 at 10:34 AM

“

Nicole, Our sympathy and prayers to you and your family. Your Mom was always a
very sweet lady to visit with. Loved that smile. She will be missed by many. Jan and
Rip Thompson (Nikki's mom)

Jan Thompson - September 27, 2017 at 05:59 AM

“

Gwen was an awesome caring friend & my birthday twin of different mothers as she
always put it. She was full of life, loved to laugh and inspiration to all who knew her.
Prayers & strength to all her family and friends

Barb Shipley - September 27, 2017 at 12:10 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gwen M. McIntyre.

September 26, 2017 at 11:48 PM

“

We learned of Gwen's passing this morning in HI and are at a total loss for words.
We are shocked and send our sincere sympathies to Emily and Nicole and all family
members and friends. We are sad that we will be unable to attend the funeral, but
know that we are there in thought and spirit.
We have many fond memories of Gwen and the family from our Prairie Rose days
and always enjoyed our visits and the warm smile. God grant you peace and comfort
at this most difficult time.

E John & Brenda Carlson - September 26, 2017 at 11:32 PM

“

As we think of any of our class reunions or gatherings, Gwen was right in the middle
of all the planning and all the fun! She was such a good organizer, and always so
warm and welcoming. We pray for God's peace and comfort and happy memories for
her family and friends. She will be missed by all who knew her.
Dallas and Joyce Way

Dallas and Joyce Way - September 26, 2017 at 10:55 PM

“

Gwen was a light to us all. Her amazing personality shone through and warmed all
our hearts. Words escape us for this loss. Heaven has a wonderful angel looking
down doing more good and making others smile. Tears for us, joy for her. Jim and
Pat Emerson

Jim and Pat Emerson - September 26, 2017 at 08:40 PM

“

i will miss this wonderful, sweet,caring lady she was like a beautiful jewel and she
had the sweetest voice and she was there to give a helping hand to help to her
family sending prayers and thought to you all i love her laughter she had and the way
her eyes lit up when she talked about her grandchildren and her children i will miss
her very much rest in peace now gwen i will forever cherish the time i had talking with
you and just giving me great advice

Alyce Graham-whipple - September 26, 2017 at 07:44 PM

“

i rember a resident makeing fun of me because i couldnt hear she let them have it
but good an told them to never do that again i miss her a lot she a good lady

Sandy Smith - September 26, 2017 at 07:42 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gwen M. McIntyre.

September 26, 2017 at 04:01 PM

“

I will really miss Gwen as our friendship goes back decades.

Pat Carlson - September 26, 2017 at 03:46 PM

“

Larry Leader lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Larry Leader - September 26, 2017 at 03:44 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gwen M. McIntyre.

September 26, 2017 at 03:19 PM

“

Darrell, Emily and Nicole,
I was so sad and surprised to hear of the loss of your sister and mother, Gwen. Hard
to believe, as she had just wished me a happy birthday in August and seemed to be
perfectly OK then. I knew her from the time I was a little boy until High School
graduation, but lost touch after that. I loved reconnecting with her at the 50th class
reunion in Warren. She was so full of life and energy. I was looking forward to seeing
her again at the 55th reunion. I am thinking of you and praying that God will grant
you peace in the midst of your sorrow.
Paul Kaliher

Paul Kaliher - September 26, 2017 at 02:24 PM

“

Prayers, hugs,& sincere sympathies to Gwen's family, along with many tears. We will
miss you.

Marcell & Gerri Rogalla - September 26, 2017 at 01:56 PM

“

We will always remember Gwen and miss her; such a wonderful person and friend to
everyone who met her. Our prayers are with the family and all that knew her.

Sharon and Ron Abrahamson - September 26, 2017 at 11:41 AM

“

A very special lady!

Peggy Jones Djus - September 26, 2017 at 10:49 AM

“

Heather Struxness lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Heather Struxness - September 26, 2017 at 10:24 AM

“

Robert Albaugh lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Robert Albaugh - September 26, 2017 at 09:42 AM

“

Rick Olson lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Rick Olson - September 26, 2017 at 09:27 AM

“

Dear Emily & Nicole,
I was so saddened to hear of your Mother's passing. She was such a loving and
caring person. She will be missed dearly by all. May all the good memories you
Shared with your Mother help you through your time of sorrow.
Peace
Rick Olson
WHS Class of 1964

Rick Olson - September 26, 2017 at 09:27 AM

“

Dick Rominski sent a virtual gift in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Dick Rominski - September 26, 2017 at 08:51 AM

“

Roberta lit a candle in memory of Gwen Marie McIntyre

Roberta - September 26, 2017 at 08:45 AM

“

6 files added to the album New Album Name

Rick Olson - September 26, 2017 at 08:39 AM

“

Our Sympathies and prayers to Nicole, Emily, Darrell, Debbie, Jodie, and your
families. It’s impossible to describe the impact Gwen had on the lives of so many
people. She was a leader, master organizer, empathetic listener, and caring person.
Gwen’s presence at gatherings always uplifted everyone she came in contact with. I
am so thankful she was able to visit us in Texas so we could spend some quality time
with her. She will be sorely missed not only by you but by her many friends and her
classmates. May the memories of your mother, grandmother, and sister help you
through this difficult time. God’s Blessings on all of you.
Dick and Phyllis Rominski

Dick Rominski - September 26, 2017 at 08:05 AM

