Grace Ann Haakenstad
July 24, 1928 - January 22, 2020

Grace Ann Mathew Haakenstad, a woman of many talents and accomplishments, passed
away on Wednesday, January 22, 2020, at the age of 91.
Grace was born in 1928 to Ralph and Cecilia Mathew, who farmed outside of Barnesville,
MN. She attended school in Barnesville and at NDAC, where she met Dale Haakenstad.
Dale, an actuarial student, was impressed with the pretty girl who also just happened to
know what the job of an actuary involved. Grace and Dale enjoyed ski outings, and Grace
even won a medal in downhill skiing.
Following marriage, they relocated to Camp Rucker, Alabama, where Dale was stationed
in the Army during the Korean Conflict. Upon his discharge, they returned to Fargo. While
raising three children, Grace completed her BA in English at NDSU and was active in
volunteer work, Chapter AE of PEO, Junior League and church activities. Her strong
writing skills led to her editing the Sheaf publication for the Episcopal Diocese of North
Dakota as well as being historian and newsletter editor for various volunteer groups.
Grace was also an avid Bridge player. She was very fond of their winter home in
Scottsdale, AZ as well as the Pelican Lake cottage, which they owned for nearly 50 years.
Grace and Dale traveled extensively and passed their love of travel on to their children
and grandchildren.
Grace will be remembered for her adventurous spirit, sense of style, love of the arts and
the written word, sharp wit and incredible life force.
She is survived by her children, Jane, St. Louis Park, MN; Matt (Lisa), Minnetonka, MN;
Pete (Wynne), Chanhassen, MN; grandchildren, Caroline Holewa (Guillermo Serrano);
Louise Holewa; Mark (Abby) Haakenstad; Anne Haakenstad; Sam and Hayley
Haakenstad; sisters Mary (Richard) Wagner; and Sister Martha Mathew, OSF; and many
nieces and nephews.
A celebration of her life will be held at Gethsemane Cathedral, 3600 25th Street South,

Fargo at 11 AM on February 3rd, with a reception following at the Fargo Country Club.
Memorials are preferred to Gethsemane Cathedral, the FM Symphony Orchestra, The
NDSU Development Foundation, or the Fargo Air Museum.
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Comments

“

Grace was a joy to have at our Fargo-Moorhead Symphony concerts for many years.
Grace and Dale were friends of my grandparents and she always remembered me,
whether over the phone when calling our office or in person at our concerts, and
made sure to ask how my grandparents were doing. We will miss her at our shows.

Katie Granger - February 03, 2020 at 03:06 PM

“

What a wonderfully beautiful and gracious women Grace was. When I served as
Verger at Gethsemane Cathedral, she always gave me a hug and peck on the cheek
at the end of the service. I shall miss those times enormously. I am heartened
knowing she and Dale are together again in Heaven and must be having a wonderful
reunion.
May God's grace comfort you through the days ahead.
Chris Golding

Christian Golding - February 03, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

Jane, Matt and Pete,
My sympathies to your and your families on the passing of your dear mother Grace.
She and your Dad were important fixtures of growing up on South 9th St. and will
fondly remembered. I will be keeping you all in my thoughts today and the days to
come.
Steve Conlin

Steve Conlin - February 03, 2020 at 09:49 AM

“

Love the Mack and Rita Traynor Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of Grace Ann Haakenstad.

Love the Mack and Rita Traynor Family - January 31, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

I will miss running into Grace at our many community and NDSU events. She was
always so kind and interested in everything going on in my world—and always asked
how my Aunt Elgene was—they were bridge companions in Scottsdale. Grace was
one of a kind.
My deepest sympathies to her family.
Bill Law
NDSU Performing Arts

Bill Law - January 29, 2020 at 09:12 AM

“

I'm saddened to hear of Grace's death. After my mother died in 2015, my Dad
George moved to Touchmark with a certain amount of reluctance and concern about
making such a big change. Soon after he arrived, Grace befriended him and they
became steady companions. Grace saw to it that Dad got out and about and this
made all the difference. She invited him to join the Touchmark choir, and got him
interested in Bingo and Trivia Night and the Sunday Social Hour. They had many,
many meals together and many games of Gin Rummy in the evenings. In fact, I
believe she was in debt to Dad for her Gin losses when she left Touchmark, but I'm
willing to let it go because we are all in debt to Grace for being such a steady friend
to Dad. Sincere condolences to all of her family for their loss.
Barb (Marchand) Nelson

Barbara Nelson - January 28, 2020 at 09:29 PM

“

Dear Family and Friends, It was our privilege to provide care for Grace. We share in
your grief and send our love.
Your Friends at Little Hospice

Little Hospice - January 28, 2020 at 04:17 PM

“

I have known Grace since 1958 when my first husband, Darrell Schultz, went to work
at Western States Life. We resumed our acquaintance when she moved to
Touchmark, where I make my home. Grace was truly “Amazing Grace”... she
survived many health problems, always with a smile or a joke. I am wintering in
California so will be unable to attend her funeral, but my thoughts and prayers will be
with the family..
Mary Schultz Nelson (Mrs. Donovan)

mary Nelson - January 27, 2020 at 05:05 PM

“

Thanks for the kind words Mary. I had the pleasure of getting to know Donavan better in
later years after he was my Principal at Clara Barton as a child. We played golf together a
couple of times at the DCC later on in life. Hope all is well with you. Pete Haakenstad
Pete Haakenstad - January 28, 2020 at 10:18 PM

“

Dear Jane, Matt, Pete and Families,
My sincere condolences for the loss of your mother Grace. I have fond memories of
always knowing she was in the room at gatherings at Jane's house. Grace was a
force and an interesting conversationalist. May the memories only become sweeter
over the years and your heritage be proud of where you came from. She is at rest
now with her husband.
Fondly, Susan and Hein de Hoog

Susan de Hoog - January 27, 2020 at 02:17 PM

“

My sincere sympathies at the loss of Grace. She was such a dear lady! I always
enjoyed her visits at NDSU - she loved sharing stories of the early Bidders Bowl
galas. She especially lit up when we talked skiing, and sharing the story of her medal
winning feats! I'll cherish the memories. God bless. Pam Perleberg

Pam Perleberg - January 27, 2020 at 09:21 AM

“

Matt and family,
May Grace have eternal joy and peace with our God and her legacy of love and faith
live on in all of you. She lived life and loved life and now lives for eternity with the
God she served and loved. May God give you all His comfort and peace.

Sheila Foss - January 26, 2020 at 02:24 PM

“

Connections come in all places and at different times of our lives. Grace and Dale
became well known to us through NDSU. Both were joyfilled 'characters' that
encouraged genuine love and devoted concern to others and to the institutions that
they loved. Neil will remember Grace for the 'Soaring Adventure' over the Arizona
desert. I will remember her for the encouragement to join in support of worthwhile
causes. Both of us rejoice in her encouragement to support and love our families to
the MAX! May we all show the strength and positive attitude of becoming our best
selves. Thank you for sharing her with us. Neil and Nancy Jordheim

Nancy Jordheim - January 26, 2020 at 01:38 PM

