Glenn R. Melvey
July 22, 1924 - November 17, 2018

Dr. Glenn R. Melvey, born July 22, 1924, died, at age 94, on November 17, 2018 after
living a rich and full life. Glenn graduated from Moorhead High School in 1942. During
high school, he played in the band, served as co-captain of the school safety patrol, and
was captain on the football team as a senior. He was a three-year letterman on the
basketball team that advanced to the state tournament in 1941 and 1942.
After graduation, Melvey proudly served four years in the U.S. Navy during World War II.
He was a U.S. Navy Reserve officer from 1947 to 1983, retiring as a commander. He was
awarded the Navy commendation medal for meritorious service in the U.S. Naval
Reserve.
After returning from service, Melvey earned his bachelor’s degree from Moorhead State
Teachers College, now Minnesota State University Moorhead, in 1949. He later earned his
master’s degree in education from the University of Minnesota in 1950 and his doctorate
in educational administration from the University of North Dakota in 1970.
Melvey’s 47-year career with Fargo (N.D.) Public Schools began as a physical education
teacher at Central High School in 1950. In 1954, he was named principal at Jefferson
Elementary. Melvey worked as the district’s Assistant Superintendent for Instruction and
Curriculum from 1970 until his retirement in 1997. He was instrumental in the
establishment of Trollwood Performing Arts School. He received the Golden Apple Award
for meritorious service in improving the educational opportunities of children from the
North Dakota Principals’ Association. He was named North Dakota School Administrator
of the Year by the North Dakota Library Association, MSUM Distinguished Alum (1976),
and was recently inducted into the Moorhead High School Hall of Honor.
Melvey was a past president of the North Dakota Principals’ Association and he was a
member of the Fargo Lion’s Club. He was an ardent supporter of the YMCA and served
on boards for numerous organizations. He was a member of First Lutheran Church and
served on the church council including 2 terms as Congregation President. Melvey loved

racquetball and was a national racquetball champion.
Glenn and his wife, Phyllis (Morben), were married for 67 years and lived in Fargo, N.D.
and Sun City West, Arizona. He is survived by Phyllis, and their four children, Linda (Bob)
Perdaems, Jay (Darcy) Melvey, Ann (Butch) McConn and Paul (Sarah) Melvey; ten
grandchildren, Brock (Melissa) Torfin, Sara (Nate) Daniels, Blake (Alyssa) Torfin, Heather
and Brittany Melvey, Brad and Suzanne McConn, and Russell, Sam and Truett Melvey
and two great grandchildren, Ayla and Corbin Torfin. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Jay Melvey and Ruth Melvey Wenzel; two sisters and a brother, and
granddaughter, Lindsey Melvey.
In lieu of flowers memorials are preferred to Hospice of the Red River Valley and Bethany
Homes.

Events
DEC
8

Visitation

09:00AM - 10:00AM

First Lutheran Church - Fargo
619 Broadway N., Fargo, ND, US, 58102

DEC
8

Memorial Service

10:00AM

First Lutheran Church - Fargo
619 Broadway N., Fargo, ND, US, 58102

Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Glenn R. Melvey.

December 07, 2018 at 01:23 PM

“

I spent third grade at Jefferson. He went out of his way to help me feel welcome. I
will always remember his kindness.

Diane Samuelson - December 06, 2018 at 09:52 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about Mr. Melvey passing. I was a student at Jefferson when he
was the principal. He was always so nice. We had just moved in to town from Detroit
Lakes, MN. And he made my sisters and myself feel welcome. Prayers to your
family.

Janice (Brett) Johnson - December 06, 2018 at 07:46 PM

“

Mr Melvey was my Principle at Jefferson Elementary. I respect him to this day. He
was a father figure for all and the perfect role model. God Bless his memory!

Karla (Schulz)Christianson - December 06, 2018 at 06:51 PM

“

176 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - December 06, 2018 at 06:27 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Glenn R. Melvey.

December 06, 2018 at 03:35 PM

“

Dear Phyllis, We read of Glenn's passing in the online Fargo Forum and wanted to
let you know that we are thinking of you. Those 67 years were such a gift, weren't
they? We will always recall the kind friendship both you and Glenn showed to both of
us those years at First Lutheran. We are enjoying the Arizona warmth and sunshine
that we are certain...you and Glenn did, as well.
Please know you and your family are in our thoughts and our prayers.
Love, Ken and Susan Nyhusmoen

Susan J Nyhusmoen - December 06, 2018 at 03:32 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Glenn R. Melvey.

December 05, 2018 at 09:36 AM

“

I want to express my appreciation of how fine a man Glenn truly was. Although my
interaction with Glenn began later in his life, I can recognize a true gentleman and
human being. I am grateful I got to know Glenn through my best Arizona friend
Phyllis. I appreciate the time I had to get to know Glenn and your family.

Karri Kinkead - November 28, 2018 at 11:59 PM

“

I first met Glenn as a student teacher at Jefferson Elementary. He was so well liked
by the staff and especially the students who he greeted daily in the halls. Six years
later when my husband and I moved back to Fargo, he was Assistant Supt. of FPS.
Over our tenure teaching and being involved in education, Glenn was always so
supportive. He stood behind our health ed program when outsiders attacked us,
encouraging us with our curriculum and being very supportive over the years. He
was truly a wonderful man, so even keeled and gracious all the time. He lived a
successful life, contributing so much to the community and education system of the
F-M area.
On behalf of the past health curriculum committee that Glenn was so active with and
the health teachers he supported, please accept our condolences in the loss of the
patriarch of your family. He was the best!
Marv and Babe Mortenson

Babe Mortenson - November 25, 2018 at 07:28 PM

“

How very many lives this man touched...it is amazing to read all of these tributes!
Glenn was 80 something years YOUNG by the time we were honored to make his
acquaintance through his son and daughter-in-law Jay and Darcy. What an
extraordinary life he led and man he was. His beautiful smile shines down on us all.
Ted and Jill Nelson

Jill Nelson - November 25, 2018 at 09:42 AM

“

I was blessed to meet Glenn playing raquetball at the Fargo YMCA. Here was a guy,
30 years my senior, who schooled me in every game we played together. I never
won, however I did learn how to be tenacious yet gracious and how to balance
hunger with humility on the court. What a great role model for me in my 20's. Even
today in my 60's I think of Glenn when I am in a match deciding on the right shot to
use. What would Glenn do?

Tom Myers (Son of Tracy and Dianne) - November 23, 2018 at 06:05 PM

“

Condolences from all the Jefferson kids

Paul Scott - November 23, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

When I came to Fargo in 1976 Glenn helped me as "the new guy on the block". He
was always ready and willing to help and share his wisdom about educating our
students. He had a great smile and laugh. He never seemed to get rattled when
there were issues to deal with.
Glenn also introduced me to the Y in Fargo. The past few years, when Glenn and
Phyllis returned from AZ, Glenn and I would visit in the locker bay. He always asked
about my family. He embraced each day with a smile and a positive attitude. He was
a role model for me and many others.
To Phyllis and his family I know Glenn is at rest and peace. So glad he was part of
my life, both personally and professionally. May he rest in peace.
Dick Warner

Richard Warner - November 22, 2018 at 08:27 AM

“

I worked with Dr. Melvey when I taught in the Fargo Schools. He was always well
liked and respected! Sounds like he lived a long and blessed life. He certainly
touched the lives of many students and staff!
Sandra Lindstrom

Sandra Lindstrom - November 22, 2018 at 12:29 AM

“

Growing up in the late fifties and early sixties in Fargo there weren’t many male role
models in the public school system. Jefferson Elementary was unique in that we had
Dr. Melvey, a gentleman in every sense and true meaning of the word. To me he was
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Fargo Public Schools. He represented the School System and the
City with impeccable class and dignity. He attended a Jefferson Reunion about 7 or
so years ago and my brother, sister and I saw him for the first time in probably 40
years. Dr. Melvey was exactly as I remembered him, a distinguished, thoughtful,
considerate man. We who were students at Jefferson were privileged to have known
Dr. Melvey.
May he Rest In Peace knowing he will always be remembered fondly by the many
whose lives he touched.
Donna (Haskins) Cely

Donna Cely - November 22, 2018 at 12:11 AM

“

Glenn was a Lion with me in the Fargo Lions Club. He was very active and did many
projects over the years. One of our BIG projects was selling Nuts, Bulbs and Brooms
door to door to raise money for putting glasses on school age children that couldn't
afford them.
Glenn enthusiastically participated in this program. I think it made his customers
smile to see a senior school administrator out ringing doorbells and selling brooms to
raise money so Fargo Public School students could have glasses.
Glenn had a wonderful smile that sometimes (when it was a big smile) almost made
his eyes go closed. He was a great volunteer and a great Lion. He and other Lions
that were part of the "Great Generation" will be missed.
Lion Neil Jordheim

Neil Jordheim - November 21, 2018 at 05:58 PM

“

Dr. Melvey was truly one of the good guys. I was very lucky to have known him. I
judge people by when I walk away, I feel better than when I was with him. I always
felt better.
My condolences to the family.

Ron Fuglie - November 21, 2018 at 05:21 PM

“

Mrs. Melvey, I am so sorry to hear about Dr. Melvey's passing. I always remember
what a kind teacher you were to me at Fargo North. My thoughts and prayers are
with you. ~ Angie Fiechtner Knapp (Charles)

Angie Knapp - November 21, 2018 at 02:37 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear if your Father's passing Linda. He was such a neat fellow, always
smiling and glad for family to be together.
Donna McKettrick - November 21, 2018 at 10:28 PM

“

Had some good visits with Glenn at the YMCA over the years. Always such a classy
and gracious person. God's peace with you all. Pete Seljevold

Pete Seljevold - November 21, 2018 at 10:05 AM

“

Quite a resume Had to read because if memory serves me a Melvey was connected to the
Fargo Park Board. Back when we spent a lot of time ice skating before TV came to Fargo
in 53
Carl Aabye - November 21, 2018 at 03:33 PM

“

Spent a number of years as his locker mate at the Y. Always a gracious and kind man. He
was one of my role models for staying active and living a full life. I know he took pride with
his time in the Navy. He would talk about his ship experience in the Caribbean during WW
II. I will miss him. Dick Reis
dick reis - November 21, 2018 at 06:01 PM

“

Say not in grief he is no more ...but Live in thankfulness that he was.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Phyllis.
Sheila and J.R.

sheila - November 20, 2018 at 10:58 PM

“

Glenn was always a pleasure to be around, whether it was at a school function or
you had the unfortunate opportunity to be playing against him on the racquetball
court. He was a man of upstanding character and class as an educator and
administrator and always seemed to look at issues with an open mind and a big
smile. My condolences to Phyllis, Linda, Jay (my old right winger), Anne (my #1
tennis player with an attitude), and Paul (my dear old friend and racquetball buddy
who played with the same touch as his Dad). One thing is for sure, God sure blessed
the Melvey children with a great set of parents! My thoughts are with you at this
difficult time.
Don Dumais

Don Dumais - November 20, 2018 at 04:34 PM

“

I was privileged to have a double dose of association with Glenn. I worked for him and with
him in various capacities in the Fargo Public Schools. We also shared the racquetball court
at the YMCA and he was a great mentor to me. Glenn will leave rich memories for his
family and for all who knew him.
Bill Brady
Bill Brady - November 21, 2018 at 02:07 PM

“

When I worked at Fargo Clinic and then MeritCare I would often meet with Dr.
Melvey when introducing potential new families to the community. Glenn did an
exceptional job of sharing the multitude of gifts our schools and programs offered to
students and certainly made those considering our community comfortable knowing
their children will be well educated in our public schools system. I also had the
opportunity to work with Phyllis in her business and have fond memories of the times
we visited over the years. My sincere sympathies to you at this time of loss but know
your husband, father and grandfather made an impact in this community and will be
missed.
Kathe Toft

Kathe Toft - November 20, 2018 at 10:35 AM

“

This man! My life was so blessed the day I became the daughter of Glenn and Phyllis
Melvey. And for 61 years I have been so lucky to have had their love, support,
cheerleading, disciplining, and modeling. To have had this man in my life has taught
me so many things. Even through the dying process (which he navigated with grace
and a smile for those around him) he continued to teach me how to live and love.
This amazing man taught me how to live. He taught me that:
*Each day is a new day and that I get to choose my attitude. Choosing the positive
outlook will always make for a better day.
*God is always there and loves me no matter what.
*Love supersedes everything and gets us through the tough times.
*Forgiveness is important, it is up to God to judge us when we get to heaven (and
this man passed the tests for entrance to heaven).
*There is always another side of the story, so take a deep breath before you act.
*A smile costs nothing and pays dividends (he was called Smiley in college).
*Eating healthy, exercising and being actively engaged in life are the best options for
happiness.
My dad loved deeply, though those words didn’t come naturally to him, I never
doubted his love for me. He taught me that:
*Faith in God is non-negotiable.
*Love is demonstrated through our words and actions, which need to be aligned
through honesty and trust.

*Love is unconditional and most needed (and challenged) in those times when we
don’t agree with actions or choices.
*When someone treats us poorly, we need to take the high road and respond with
integrity and a high moral standard.
*We don’t need to broadcast our faith, but demonstrate it in how we live and treat
others.
*Our actions are a reflection of who we are and tell those around us more about us
than anything else.
*(I didn’t always like this one) How we act reflects on not only on who we are but on
our family and our workplace.
*Love conquers life’s trials and successes.
*He loved our mom throughout his life. They had 67 great years of marriage and
never went to sleep mad at each other.
My dad also taught me how to swim, play baseball, fish and ski. He had no fear of
taking three of us, and often all four of us (once Paul got older), fishing or skiing.
Fishing meant baiting the hook for us and taking the fish off the hook. We usually
were in a school of sunnies that bit on just about anything, which meant no fishing for
Dad. His joy came in watching us catch the fish and having a fish fry when we got
home.
He taught us to ski in our backyard. We spent hours every winter outside skiing on
the hill. He took us skiing at Detroit Mountain and other ski hills within a short drive
from Fargo. Then, once we were a bit older, he and Mom took us to Vail, Colorado
each winter. In high school he chaperoned or encouraged us to attend many church
ski trips to Montana.
Dad lived life to the fullest. He was a very proud Navy man, he loved his family
tremendously, he loved life and he lived it very well. He was a strong role model, a
constant challenger of decisions we made to be sure they reflected the values he
and Mom taught us, and a man who was ethical, principled, and always courteous.
He loved racquetball, most sports, and the Republican Party. The last name of
Melvey truly stands for something of which we are all very proud.
For as long as I can remember, whenever we would ask Dad how he was, his
answer was consistently, “I couldn’t be better”. He loved the weather in Arizona,
sitting in the sun, working in the yard. And he had a deep love for Fargo, sitting in the
porch, especially if there was a fire in the fireplace, tinkering in the yard, and
maintaining his flower beds. He fully enjoyed time with family and visiting with friends
and former colleagues. His grand children were a genuine source of joy for him and
his time with his young great grand children brought smiles, silly noises and playful
behavior. Even in his final days, he asked the nursing staff helping him how they
were, he always thanked them and, when asked how he was (even when he wasn’t
doing so well) he would smile and either say “I couldn’t be better” or “oh, pretty
good”.
This man truly was the wind beneath my wings! My kids know that my favorite song,
which reflects my dad’s spirit, is LeeAnn Womack’s, “I Hope You Dance”. It says this:
I hope you never lose your sense of wonder
You get your fill to eat but always keep that hunger
May you never take one single breath for granted

God forbid love ever leave you empty handed
I hope you still feel small when you stand beside the ocean
Whenever one door closes I hope one more opens
Promise me that you'll give faith a fighting chance
And when you get the choice to sit it out or dance
I hope you dance
I hope you dance
Dance in heaven Dad! Teach them how to make a kill shot on the racquetball court
God built for you and watch over us all.
I love you!
Linda Perdaems - November 20, 2018 at 08:51 AM

“

Glenn was a treasure for the Fargo Public Schools. I am happy to have worked with him
and happy to have gotten to know his kids.
Paul Meyers - November 20, 2018 at 10:40 PM

“

Mr Melvey was my principal at Jefferson Grade School, I remember him as being a
very kind and caring person and he was liked by all the students including me.
Prayers and thoughts to your families. Melody Lang

Melody Lang- Jensen - November 20, 2018 at 07:38 AM

“

Phyliss, Linda, Jay and Paul, Please know my prayers of love for you and your
families has been sent. There are so many people that your dad impacted their lives
for the better. I remember when Mom and da (June and Bud Kiefer) would visit your
home or you would come to Pelican Lake. The love mom had for dad knew no limits.
I still remember Glenn's loving smile, the twinkle in his eyes and his laugh. Jay Kiefer
Livingston,MT

Jay Kiefer - November 20, 2018 at 05:30 AM

“

Mr. Melvey was as fine a gentleman as one could meet, and an inspiration to everyone he
met including myself and all the Fargo High students he knew and loved. Seems a surprise
to me now that he was only 11 years older than me, one of his students, as he always
seemed so much the adult and easy to talk to. His daughter, Linda, said it so well in the
memories of her father, some of which he did for many others as well.

Mr. Melvey is one of the few teachers I have always remembered and I think he was one of
the few among us who was truly touched by God. Best wishes to his family for their loss.
David Gebeke, New Mexico
David Gebeke - November 22, 2018 at 10:10 AM

“

Principal Melvey was an inspirational and caring educator at Jefferson grade school. The
kids at Jefferson in the fifties and sixties were fortunate to have him lead the outstanding
staff at the school. Although the economic conditions for many of the students at Jefferson
was limited, because of Mr. Melvey’s dedication to all of his students, their education was
not.
Steve Schneider - December 06, 2018 at 08:31 AM

