Gerald Paul Harris
December 6, 1937 - April 24, 2020

Gerald's service will be streamed at the following link at 11am on Friday, July 10, 2020: htt
ps://vimeo.com/436238805
Gerald Paul Harris passed away on April 24, 2020, at his home in Fargo. Gerald was born
December 6, 1937 in Aberdeen, SD, the fourth of five children of Vivian and Margaret Harr
is.
Gerald was industrious as a young man, delivering newspapers for the Aberdeen America
n News in his early years, working at the Anderson Drug and Bates Clothing stores while
attending college. He graduated from Aberdeen Central High School in 1956 and joined th
e Marine Corps, receiving an honorable discharge. Utilizing the GI Bill, he graduated from
Northern State College in 1963 with a bachelor’s degree in teaching.
He married Ruth McCleerey in 1961 and had two sons. Gerald had his first teaching job in
Charlevoix, Michigan and then attended Central Michigan University, achieving a MA in hi
story. He taught high school math in Ellendale, ND and then returned to Northern State to
complete a MA in School Administration. He was the high school math teacher and princip
al in Souris, ND and then assumed the position of superintendent of schools in Kulm, ND.
He left education to purchase the Kulm Messenger and LaMoure Chronicle weekly newsp
apers, later adding the Litchville Bulletin and Enderlin Independent newspapers until his re
tirement in 2012. Gerald was very active in the community as a city councilman, chamber
of commerce and Lion’s club member as well as being involved in many other civic activiti
es.
Gerald married Susan Hardtke on January 5, 1996 in LaMoure, ND, where they lived for s
everal years before making their home in Fargo, ND. Gerald enjoyed golf, history, reading,
and music of all types and played the piano.
Gerald is survived by his wife Susan; sons Allan (Julie) Harris and Richard Harris; grandch
ildren Torin and Kaija; Susan’s children, Jeffrey (Malissa) Ubben, Scott (Andrea) Ubben an

d Kristine (John) Keller; grandchildren Trevor, Julia, Emily, Bennett, Caitlin and Audrey; br
other Jack Harris and sister Janice Champlin.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers Russell Harris and Roland Harris.
The family would like to express their sincere gratitude to the Fargo VA Healthcare Syste
m, especially the Hospice and Palliative Care Team and the Community Living Center, an
d Hospice of the Red River Valley.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 07, 2020 at 05:36 PM

“

I will never forget when Gerald and Sue got married. I was honored to be a witness
for Gerald and got to see everybody in the courthouse peeking around the corner in
back. I feel very lucky to have had Gerald for a friend for 30 years and will have fond
(maybe not quite the right word) memories of time spent with him.

Walt Spiese - July 09, 2020 at 09:32 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gerald Paul Harris.

May 25, 2020 at 09:39 AM

“

Very sorry to read of Gerald’s death in this week’s (April 29) LaMoure Chronicle. He
& I first met when I advocated combining the numerous school districts in LaMoure
County into one county-wide district. As the then Kulm school superintendent, Gerald
opposed that. Later, as the editor and publisher of the LaMoure Chronicle, he & I
became friends. He faithfully covered Memorial Day services in Verona (my home
town) and throughout LaMoure County every year he was the Chrinicle editor. The
US Marine Corps can be proud of his patriotism.
I was glad when he continued to write Chronicle editorials after selling the paper to
Art Hagenock. He will be missed.

F C “Chuck” Humphrey - April 29, 2020 at 11:42 PM

“

It was a honor and pleasure getting to know Gerald. Deepest sympathy and prayers
during this difficult time

Lisa Froemke - April 27, 2020 at 09:18 AM

“

Tim Ost lit a candle in memory of Gerald Paul Harris

Tim Ost - April 26, 2020 at 09:23 AM

