Gary Eldon Shiek
June 3, 1936 - April 2, 2019

Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God. Matthew 5:8
Wednesday, June 3, 1936 was a beautiful day indeed! The sun shone brightly, the birds
sang sweetly, and Gary Eldon Shiek was born into this world. He was the 7th (some say
cutest) child of Franklin Leroy Shiek and Hattie Rebecca (Boyer) Shiek. The family was
living at 20 4th Ave. S. Fargo when baby Gary was born.
With eight brothers and sisters to play with, life was anything but boring. Together they
enjoyed numerous card games and croquet. They loved to swim in the Red river at
Dommers boat house; often catching frogs and snakes to take home to their poor
surprised mother! What Gary loved most was spending summers on his sister and
brother-in-law’s farm in Hannaford, ND. He considered himself a bit of a farmer for the rest
of his life.
Gary attended Old Hawthorne Elementary as well as Fargo Central High. While roller
skating at Island Park Arena, he met the one true love of his life, Honzee (Betty Ann
Gravalin); she was his everything. They married in October 1957 and adopted a daughter,
Sharon one month later. Days after their first wedding anniversary a son, Terry was born
to them. Six years later a son, Timothy came along. They raised their family in Fargo.
Gary began working in the mailroom of the Forum Sept. 14, 1954. Fifty-four years, four
months and 7 days later he retired on January 21, 2008. Gary always said he enjoyed
working for the Marcil family.
After retirement, Gary enjoyed poking around in his flower garden and volunteering at his
church. He was the Bingo Man at Villa Maria Nursing Home for 25 years. As his health
declined, he enjoyed watching “old Cowboy shows” on TV.
He became a resident at Villa Maria in August 2018. He passed away just after midnight
April 2, 2019. His Honzee was at his side until the very end. Gary is survived by his wife of
61 years, his everything, Honzee (Betty Ann); one daughter, Sharon Parmer (Douglas

Voss); sons, Terry (Carol Holtz), Timothy (red-headed daughter-in-law, Kim Shiek);
grandchildren, Tj Shiek, Meredith Parmer, Olivia Parmer, Haley Shiek; one sister,
Elizabeth Hanson, Cooperstown, ND; one sister-in-law, Mary Shiek of Florida and
numerous nieces and nephews.
Gary was preceded in death by his parents, Frank and Hattie; four brothers, Leroy (Red),
George, Darold and Robert; three sisters, Marion Pickar, Donna Rand and Gail Larson;
brothers-in-law, Earl Hanson and Peter Pickar.

Cemetery

Events

Sunset Memorial Gardens - Fargo APR
1715 52nd Ave. S.

8

Fargo, ND, 58104

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

APR
8

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

Thoughts and prayers to the Sheik family. I remember him from Villa Maria. My mom
was a resident there and loved playing bingo with Gary.

Laurie Anderson - April 08 at 03:43 PM

“

Gary was a veteran at The Forum when I showed up in 1969. I was a rookie in the
newsroom. But friendly Gary introduced himself to me one time, and even though our
paths didn't cross very often, when they did, he never failed to have a greeting and a
smile for me.
I liked Gary a lot . . . as everybody did.
May the Lord bless you and give you comfort over your deep loss.
Bob Lind

Bob Lind - April 07 at 06:16 PM

“

Heavenly Grace Spray was purchased for the family of Gary Eldon Shiek.

April 06 at 02:26 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gary Eldon Shiek.

April 05 at 11:27 AM

“

Betty, Sharon, and families --- It was with great sadness I read of Gary's passing.
However, I will always have great memories of the Shiek family that Faith introduced
me to in the 60s, and how our paths kept crossing. From Donna and Hattie providing
daycare for my Betty, I too have a Sharon, to joking and laughing with Darold, Red,
and Gary. To seeing you all at church activities in the '70s. I know Heaven is laughing
and enjoying great baking (Hattie's forte') with the Shieks there. My prayers are with
you during this time of transition.

DeeJae (McGowan) Harlow - April 05 at 10:40 AM

“

90 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - April 05 at 10:38 AM

“

Our society expresses our deepest condolences to the family of Gary Shiek on his
passing. Gary was a former member of our Genealogy Society. He was always
interested in sharing the information he may have found recently or to assist another
member in discovering new ancestors. Blessings to the family as they move through
this new phase of their life.
Red River Valley Genealogical Society

Keith Zeutschel - April 05 at 10:27 AM

