Eunice Thorson
June 4, 1926 - December 24, 2020

Eunice's Funeral Service will be live streamed here on Saturday, January 16, 2021 at 1:00
PM: https://boxcast.tv/view/service-for-eunice-thorson-ebn0f1ii8jgguahyfpqm
Eunice Thorson, 94, of Fargo, ND, died at Bethany Homes in Fargo, on December 24,
2020.
Eunice was born on June 4, 1926, to Carl and Alvina (Buck) Stumpf on their farm in Pierce
County, WI. She attended "Wilson." one-room country school for eight years graduated in
1944 from Ellsworth High School and attended one year at Washington State University in
Pullman, WA. Eunice loved her parents and family and was grateful for farm life, being
close to family and nature. During World War II, Eunice volunteered at the hospital as a
Red Cross worker, bringing hope to wounded soldiers, at the courthouse creating ration
books, at the USO Center, and worked in two different defense plants.
On September 20, 1947, Eunice married William (Bill) Thorson, whom she loved and was
married to for 65 years. For the first two years, they lived in Minneapolis, while Bill
attended the University of MN. Bill's GMAC position took them to Bismarck, ND, and then
in 1951 moved to Fargo, where they raised their five children. Eunice was a stay-at-home
mom. Good relationships were a high priority. She invested heavily in her children
mentally, physically, and spiritually. After all the kids had graduated from high school, at
the age of 55, she launched a 15-year career in real estate.
Bill and Eunice helped charter Hope Lutheran Church, and both had a faith in Jesus that
anchored them throughout their life. At the age of 25, Eunice entered into a personal
relationship with Jesus, and it continued to grow through the word of God, several pastors,
many friends she studied with, trials and snares, good music, and just plain asking for
forgiveness and trusting in the Holy Spirit to guide.
She believed it doesn't take much faith to be safe, but it takes faith to dream, dreams, and
take risks. She was a blessed person and felt she, too, should be a blessing. Eunice

believed that God said to her, as well as to Joshua, "I will be with you wherever you go."
Joshua 1:9 God and His word, bible studies, marriage, family, a good conversation,
reading, learning, gardening, traveling, and the wonders of nature are things that she
loved and found meaningful.
Eunice is preceded in death by her husband, Bill, an infant son James, her parents, one
brother, Virgil Stumpf, two sisters, Jeanette (Stumpf) Ness and Geraldine (Stumpf)
Johnson.
She is survived by two sons and three daughters; Douglas Thorson (Sherry), Fergus Falls,
MN, Scott Dale. Thorson (Laurie), Sioux Falls, SD, Debra Denison (Robb), Minneapolis,
MN, Janele Nelson (Brian), Puyallup, WA, Julene Oxton (John), Lakeville, MN, 20
grandchildren and 30 great-grandchildren.
Any memorials are to be given to Hope Lutheran Church, which she loved dearly.
Eunice's Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, January 16, 2021 at 1:00 PM at Hope
Lutheran Church, South Campus, and will be live streamed here as well.
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Hope Lutheran Church - South Campus
3636 25th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - January 15 at 12:04 PM

“

We have known Eunice and Bill for about the last 30 years. We have square danced
with them, been in Bible studies with them and worked with them in Compassion. We
have also done many fun things with them over the years. Eunice was a woman of
great faith and a prayer warrior. She was a very special person to us as she was for
many others. Her love for her Lord was very much present in the love and care she
showed for others and we will miss her very much.
Roger and Margaret Haglund

Roger Haglund - January 16 at 03:42 PM

“

I am thankful for having had Eunice and Bill as part of my life. I met them through
square dancing originally and reconnected again when I became a member of Hope
Lutheran. They started me out with my first Compassion International child and I
have sponsored several since. I will miss seeing Eunice and Bill and know they will
be together again in heaven and still influencing people however they can. They are
truly a blessing to have known.

Marge Swanson - January 16 at 03:38 PM

“

Eunice was a wonderful teacher of the Bethel Bible Study in the 1960's. We moved
away shortly after I participated in the study and moved back to the Fargo area in the
1990's when I reconnected with Eunice at square dance. She was a wonderful
person.

Ellen Liddle - January 13 at 08:37 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Eunice Thorson.

January 11 at 06:45 PM

“

Eunice Thorson's GREAT Grandchildren purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket
for the family of Eunice Thorson.

Eunice Thorson's GREAT Grandchildren - January 11 at 01:52 PM

“

Eunice Thorson's Grandchildren purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Eunice Thorson.

Eunice Thorson's Grandchildren - January 11 at 01:48 PM

“

With Distinction was purchased for the family of Eunice Thorson.

January 09 at 09:34 AM

“

Carol Buzalsky lit a candle in memory of Eunice Thorson

Carol Buzalsky - January 04 at 09:05 AM

“

God now has another special angel to join with Bill. We got to know Eunice through
church and as a real estate agent when she assisted us in selling some properties.
Our condolences to her family as we're sure they will miss her, but all will agree God
has special plans for her to light up heaven with her infectious smile.
Jerry & Pearl Leadbetter

Jerry & Pearl Leadbetter - January 03 at 11:50 AM

“

Eunice was one of our neighbors when we were growing up on 20th Avenue North.
They lived 3 houses from us. I remember her as a very nice person who said hello to
everyone and saw her at church every Sunday as we belonged to the same church.
Thoughts and prayers to her family.

Julie (Nelson) Burmeister - January 02 at 01:55 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers for the family of Eunice Thorson on her passing. She will be
remembered for greeting everyone she met with a warm and friendly smile. I will keep your
family in my thoughts and prayers in this time of your loss. Lori Nelson. Former 20th Ave.N.
neighbor.
Lori Nelson - January 02 at 12:14 PM

“

My condolences to the Thorson family. My parents live directly across the street from what
is still called "Thorson's" even after at 4 or 5 ownership changes.
Dawn Ostern Long
Dawn Ostern Long - January 11 at 01:45 PM

“

What a beautiful soul and treasure Eunice was! Faithful, fun, encouraging, inquisitive,
always serving others, always young at heart, so proud of her family. Eunice and Bill
were an amazing couple who gave so much. So fitting that she chose to join Jesus
and Bill when the world was celebrating the birth of Jesus with glad tidings of comfort
and joy. May the knowledge that Eunice is now full of joy bring comfort to her family.
Angie Fiechtner Knapp and Charles Knapp

Angie Knapp - January 01 at 08:45 PM

“

I remember Eunice sharing something her father told her about having a trusting
relationship with Jesus. She said, “It is when the rubber meets the road”. The tires
never left the asphalt in Eunice’s relationship with her Lord.

Eilif Brakvatne - January 01 at 02:40 PM

“

Our thoughts are with the Thorson family with the passing of Eunice. With being a
charter member of Hope and Scott and I being classmates, I have many fond
memories of church activities our families participated in together. Eunice was a
Sunday school teacher of mine back in the late 50s. She is the only one that I can
remember and I think it's because she had a way of making school fun for us kids.

Rick Winjum - January 01 at 02:03 PM

“

Eunice was our backyard neighbor the whole time we grew up on 21st Ave North. She was
one of those very kind and loving Moms that was always so nice to all of us neighborhood
kids!! My brother was a friend of Scotts’ and my sister of Debbie’s’, so we were all playing
around as we grew up!! They lived in a big house with a lot of love.

We were lucky to

have had her in our lives.....
Carol Runsvold Brierley - January 02 at 12:52 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the Thorson family. I wish I could be with you in person
on Saturday as you celebrate the life of such a dear lady. I met Eunice about 60 years ago
and have always considered her to be my friend ever since! I'll always remember her as
one who loves her Lord and spent her life praising Him! She was a joy to work with at Hope
Lutheran Church. Bill and Eunice raised a wonderful famiy l. Scott and Janelle are
especially dear to me.
Lola Ruff - January 13 at 02:24 PM

