Ernest Victor Gilbertson
December 25, 1932 - December 22, 2019

Compassionate, Curious, Gracious and Wise
On December 22, three days before his 87th birthday, our dad, father-in-law, grandfather
and great-grandfather, Ernest Victor Gilbertson passed away, solid in his Christian faith
and secure in the knowledge that he was well-loved by his family. After years of living with
an ailing heart condition, he spent his final two months at Bethany on University in the
expert care of the nursing staff, aids, and Ethos Hospice staff. In the end, when asked if
he was ready to go "home", he answered all who asked with a strong yes. He had lived a
full life of service and love and was ready to take the outstretched hand of his Lord and go
home.
Ernest (Ernie) was a Christmas baby, born in Williston, ND in 1932 to Reverend Victor and
Wilma Gilbertson. Wilma was able to get word to Victor that they were the proud parents
of a new baby boy, just as he was preparing to start the evening Christmas Service.
The oldest of five children, Ernie was a lively start to their growing family. As the son of a
pastor, Ernie moved with his family to a number of communities in the Midwest. Ernie
attended public school in each of the towns in turn, and in his senior year attended
Augustana Academy. He graduated with a BA from Augustana College and started his
first two of four years at the University of North Dakota medical school in Grand Forks,
ND. His final two years were spent in Kansas City, KS at the University of Kansas School
of Medicine. It was in Kansas City that Ernie joined the Air Force and was deployed to
Oxnard, CA where he was a USAF Flight Surgeon, Medical Commander at Geigen AFB.
During those years at medical school, Ernie would travel back to Reynolds, ND to visit his
parents. It was on one of those breaks from medical school that Ernie met and fell in love
with local spelling bee champion and beauty, Beryl Tweten. They were married on June
15, 1957, in Reynolds, ND and began their life together in Kansas City, KS. Over the next
years, they lived in St. Paul, MN, Camarillo, CA, Spokane, WA and finally Devils Lake, ND
where Ernie worked as an Internal Medicine physician at the Lake Region Clinic for thirty-

two years. In 1995 Ernie and Beryl retired to Fargo, ND where they enjoyed hosting family
and friends at their home, were active members at Atonement Lutheran Church and
enjoyed the closer proximity to grandchildren.
Ernie and Beryl were the loving and supportive parents of four children. Daughters,
Kristen (Dave) Olesen of Hoarfrost River NWT, Canada; Maren (Peder) Nees of Portland,
OR; Stephanie (Gregg) Hammerly of St. Paul, MN; and David Gilbertson of Fargo, ND.
Ernie was not a man to shout out his achievements; rather he was a quiet and gentle man
with unwavering faith in God, community, service and his family. Over the years, Ernie
served on the ND Medical Association: State Board of Medical Examiners, the Lake
Region State College Foundation, Rotary, and was a board member at Our Saviour's
Lutheran Church. He was a board member at Mercy Hospital and Medical Director at
several Nursing Homes.
During the ND summers, Ernie enjoyed being at the lake cabin with his family to relax,
fish, and tow his waterski-loving children behind his boat. He enjoyed an annual fishing
trip to Canada with like-minded friends each June, and he enjoyed his time on the golf
course. In the winter Ernie loved nothing more than tinkering in his workshop building the
latest Heathkit stereo or television kit, reading medical journals while watching Johnny
Carson, or having a quiet conversation around the table.
It was Ernie's dedicated care and love for Beryl, especially during her years of chronic
serious illness, which were the greatest lessons he shared by example. His patience and
love for Beryl no doubt extended the quality of her life until her end in 2010.
Ernie is survived by his four children: Kristen, Maren, Stephanie, David; six grandchildren:
Jessica (Matthew) Peterson of Corbett, OR; Allison (Matt) MacNabb, Boston, MA;
Christopher (Esra) Hammerly of Northampton, MA; Aaron (Zoe) Hammerly, Saint Paul,
MN; Annika Olesen, Hoarfrost River, NWT; Liv Olesen, Volda Norway; two greatgrandchildren: Rowen and Julian Peterson, Corbett, OR; and his siblings: Esther Johnson
of Colorado; Paul Gilbertson, Colorado; Ruth Matson of Minneapolis, MN.
Ernie is preceded in death by his wife, Beryl, parents Wilma and Victor Gilbertson, and
sister, Lois Olsen.
In lieu of flowers please consider a donation to the American Heart Association or to a
charity of your choice.

The service will be broadcast live from Atonement Lutheran, Fargo N.D. Saturday, April 18
at 2:00 CST. You can get to the service in one of two ways. The third option is for those
who can not join us on Saturday and would like to go to the service at another time.
1. https://atonement.online.church (This is the best way as we will have an online chat
available for everyone)
2. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBhtGHQhFHEeDCkcGATxe8A (This is our
YouTube channel, just search for Atonement Fargo)

Previous Events
Memorial Service
APR 18. 2:00 PM (CT)
Atonement Lutheran Church
4601 S. University Dr.
Fargo, ND 58104
atonement@atonementfargo.org
http://www.atonementfargo.org

Tribute Wall

BP

This was such a lovely service and tribute to Uncle Ernie. It was fun to hear you
speak about your fondest memories. Sending hugs to all you cousins.....Becky
and Ken Polovitz
Becky Polovitz - April 18, 2020 at 04:42 PM

LT

That was a great tribute and a beautiful service for your dad. Wish we could have
been there in person to mourn and share the memories.
Larry and Margaret Tweten
Larry Tweten - April 18, 2020 at 04:28 PM

KR

What a wonderful man. I enjoyed working with him at the Lake Region Clinic
where I transcribed his dictation for many years. And your Mom - what a beautiful
lady. I cherish the years I worked with him. Those were great times. He was also
my personal physician and I had the utmost trust in him.
A beautiful service today. God rest his soul and rejoice in being together with
Beryl again.
Dennis & Karen Riggin
Karen Riggin - April 18, 2020 at 04:13 PM

GL

One day I happened to be seated next to Ernie at Fireside
Club and we had a short chat. He must have asked about my family and I thought
to relate the story of my mothers untimely passing and he questioned the
circumstances and he knew the cause right away. This gave me some peace as
we had never known for sure what caused her death. Helen Leer was our
neighbor in Fargo for several years and I think that is how I connected with
Atonement Church. Ernie certainly deserved the beautiful service online.
Gale Larson - April 18, 2020 at 04:12 PM

JP

We didn't know Ernie well, we probably only met him a few times, but the family
he and his wife Beryl created is full of love and a tribute to their memory.
Paula Nees and Joe Wheaton
Joe & Paula - April 18, 2020 at 04:12 PM

Janet
Craig

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Janet Craig - April 18, 2020 at 04:09 PM

LL

Sending our deepest sympathies to the entire Gilbertson family! xoxo Leah, Jay
and girls
Leah Lindgren - April 18, 2020 at 04:09 PM

Janet
Craig

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Janet Craig - April 18, 2020 at 04:08 PM

AD

I have so many fond memories of Ernie and Beryl’s many trips to Montana to visit
the family. Since we lived next door, we would always gather with them at Maren
and Peder’s. They were always curious what we were up to and what was
happening on the ranch. I also enjoyed staying at their family home after Beryl
passed, gathered with the Gilbertson family sharing loving memories. I feel so
lucky to have known them both. -Anna Donohoe
Anna Donohoe - April 18, 2020 at 03:31 PM

SS

During the years John and I were members of Atonement,I remember Ernie and
Beryl sitting in the back as all good Lutherans do. They were always gracious and
loving supporters of Atonement. We were lucky enough to visit them in Arizona
one winter. The world has lost a good one!
Sandy Sutter
Sandy Sutter - April 15, 2020 at 05:44 PM

EC

I am glad I had a chance to visit Ernie at Bethany in December. We had a nice
talk. Ernie was a true gentleman and faithful Christian. He will be missed, but we
know he is with his Risen Lord and faithful wife Beryl. God bless the memory of
Ernie Gilbertson!
E John & Brenda Carlson - April 15, 2020 at 12:31 PM

FD

So sorry to hear this! He was our friend and neighbor in Bluemont Lakes. An
incredible man, so kind and helpful... our condolences to the family. Rest in
Peace, Ernie.
Francine and Raymundo Diaz - January 04, 2020 at 11:32 PM

MJ

I am so sad to hear of Ernie’s passing!! I had such fun listening to his memories
as a PK which we had in common and his stories of the things he had made in his
wood shop for his family. It was because of his stories about his family in the
NWT that I got interested in reading Dave’s book! Thinking of all of you with love
and prayers.
Marilyn Johnson - January 02, 2020 at 06:41 PM

AO

So sorry to hear of the doctors passing. I enjoyed working with him a no he and
And family friends. May God give the family comfort. Arline olson
arline olson - December 31, 2019 at 01:12 PM

HW

So sorry to hear of Ernie's passing! He helped save my life on numerous occasions.
God bless his family!
Harold Woldseth - January 21, 2020 at 02:37 PM

RS

Sorry to hear of Ernie's passing. Your family will be in our thoughts and prayers.
Ron and Roxanne Samuelson
Ron Samuelson - December 29, 2019 at 09:24 PM

BH

I had the honor of working with Dr Ernest Gilbertson as a primary provider to
many of my clients in Long Term Care. He was a great teacher and provider!
Sending condolences and prayers to his family.
Barb Haugland - December 28, 2019 at 11:58 PM

JR

I had the privilege of working with Dr Gilbertson at Lake Region Clinic, golfing
with him on several occasions and worshipping with he and Beryl at Our Saviors.
He was gracious, compassionate and a joy to spend time with. Our deepest
condolences to the Gilbertson family, Joel & Glenda Rotvold
Joel Rotvold - December 28, 2019 at 10:39 PM

MK

Thoughts and prayers to The Gilbertson family. I had the privilege of working with
Dr. Gilbertson for several years, as Chief of Staff I received much support from
him. He had a fun sense of humor that was evident on the educational meetings
we attended. The one he and Beryl enjoyed was the Underground tour of Disney
world! He will be missed.Myron & Marlene Krein
Marlene Krein - December 28, 2019 at 11:24 AM

JJ

I worked with Dr. Gilbertson at the Lake Region Clinic. He was loved and
respected by his patients, staff and the çommunity. My deepest sympathy to his
family.
Janis Jaeger - December 28, 2019 at 10:00 AM

DG

I had the pleasure of working with Ernie at the Lake Region Clinic. He introduced
me to Garrison Keilor and Prairie Home Companion while we drove to medical
society meetings. Truly a great gentleman. Condolences to the family.
Doug Greves
Doug Greves - December 27, 2019 at 01:44 PM

MP

Earnie was a man dedicated to God and an active member of the Atonement
church men's bible study. I truly appreciated his friendship and I will miss him. My
condolences to his family. Milt Arneson
Milton Arneson and Debra Parks - December 26, 2019 at 10:24 AM

