Edward Andrew Schultz
January 27, 1954 - July 5, 2018

Edward Andrew Schultz, 64, of Detroit Lakes, MN, died Thursday, July 5, 2018.
Edward Schultz was born on January 27, 1954, in Norfolk VA, the son of aeronautical
engineer George Schultz and English teacher Mary Schultz.
One of six siblings, Ed ‘Eddie’, grew up in the Larchmont neighborhood and graduated
from Maury High School in 1972. A standout high school and college quarterback, he
found his way to Moorhead State in Moorhead, MN and led the nation in passing in 1977.
After a couple of professional tryouts, he returned to the Fargo-Moorhead area and began
a career in broadcasting.
Ed had a long, award-winning career in radio and television broadcasting. He began his
career at KXJB TV, Fargo. Stops along the way included: KTRH radio Houston, KTHI TV
Fargo, WDAY TV/Radio Fargo (hosting radio talk show Viewpoint), KFGO radio Fargo
(hosting radio talk show News and Views). MSNBC New York (hosting The ED Show),
and RT Washington DC (hosting The News with Ed Schultz). While working in the
Midwest, he did play-by-play for NDSU, UND, North Dakota and Minnesota high school
tournaments. He hosted The Great Outdoors with Ed Schultz. Ed was a two-time Marconi
award winner as well as a Peabody award winner.
Ed was a hard driver, gifted communicator, and leader whose heart and passion were
evident in all of his work. His radio career was highlighted by starting his own show, The
Ed Schultz Show, and being the first progressive radio talk show host to be nationally
syndicated. He found a calling and duty to be the ‘voice of the voiceless’ and pushed hard
for worker’s rights. He loved being in the mix and standing up for what he believed in.
Ed was a devoted family man. He married Wendy Noack on June 11, 1998, in Fargo ND.
They recently celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary. A father to a son and five stepchildren, and grandfather to 15, he loved to look forward to the next adventure with the
family.

Ed’s passions in life were his faith, family, flying, fishing, and most recently golfing. An
aviator since 1988, Ed was at peace in the air.
Grateful for sharing in his life are wife: Wendy; son, David (Kelsey) Schultz; step-children,
Megan (Kurt) Espelien, Christian Kiedrowski, Joseph (Billie Jo) Kiedrowski, Greta
Guscette, Ingrid (John) Murray, and his 15 grandchildren.
Ed was preceded in death by his parents George and Mary Schultz.
A private celebration of Ed’s life is scheduled for Thursday, July 12, in Detroit Lakes.
Please respect the families wishes to have a private celebration with family and friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to the Salvation Army-Fargo, New Life CenterFargo, or the Jeremiah Project-Fargo.

Comments

“

Ed Schultz rode with me quite a few 3&4 thousand mile trips in my 18 Wheeler. XM
wasn't very long on the air when it started listening to his radio show.
Thanks for helping me make all of those trips Big Ed.
RIP and Fly High Ed.
To his family I'm sorry for y'all huge loss. He was a Giant Among Men.
From an Old Marine Ed, Semper Fi Brother.

Ed Linton - March 06 at 11:13 PM

“

Big Ed was so proud of you Dave & he so loved you Wendy. His heart was bigger
than his voice- and his voice was pretty darn loud. Thank you for sharing him with us.
His national radio show was what drew me to him, his perspective, and his passion.
My lasting memory of Ed was when he promoted his shows "for the people who take
a shower, after work." God bless you all...

Dave Cruson - August 12, 2018 at 10:55 PM

“

Always listened to The Ed Shultz Show when I was in my car traveling around Miami
as a school social worker. He was so inspirational and could make any caller feel
comfortable. I also had the privilege of meeting him when he was in Miami on tour
promoting his book. So sorry to hear he passed away at such a young age. We need
him and we need his calm advocacy. He will be so missed in the progressive
community.

Jane Flack - July 15, 2018 at 01:19 PM

“

Deepest sympathies to you and your families on the loss of Ed . Steve and Jeannine
Friedrich.

Steven Friedrich - July 12, 2018 at 04:42 PM

“

VK lit a candle in memory of Edward Andrew Schultz

VK - July 11, 2018 at 10:38 PM

“

The only guy to listen when you were looking for the scores and the stories about sports.
Miss those times! R.I.P Ed!!!
VK - July 11, 2018 at 10:43 PM

“

Bo & Kathy Abraham lit a candle in memory of Edward Andrew Schultz

Bo & Kathy Abraham - July 11, 2018 at 03:34 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Edward Andrew Schultz.

July 11, 2018 at 11:35 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, our prayers are with you Dave & family. Thank you for thinking
of the Jeremiah Program to receive memorials from Ed's family & friends, our moms
and children are deeply grateful.
Whitney & Jeffrey Wright

whitney wright - July 11, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Edward Andrew
Schultz.

July 10, 2018 at 09:38 PM

“

I would listen to Ed’s radio show everyday. I learned so much about politics by
listening to his show. I always loved how Ed fought for workers and unions. And I
tuned in to msnbc when he got the TV gig, Ed was my guy. May he Rest In Peace.

drew - July 10, 2018 at 06:59 PM

“

Just a great dude. I listened to his show nearly everyday from 2004-2010. What a
loss. We'll all miss you Big Ed.

Ben Patterson - July 10, 2018 at 02:42 PM

“

Ricky Berg lit a candle in memory of Edward Andrew Schultz

ricky berg - July 10, 2018 at 01:48 PM

“

wendy and dave so very sorry about your loss he will be missed

ricky berg - July 10, 2018 at 01:47 PM

“

So sorry to hear of the sudden and shocking loss of your father and husband. I
worked with Ed in the past and he transformed talk radio not only in Fargo but
nationwide. He was one of a kind and clearly left his mark. All my best, Alex Taylor

Alex Taylor - July 10, 2018 at 10:11 AM

“

Ed’s passion, intensity and honesty were powerful. He certainly pushed himself to
the limits throughout his life. For those who knew him more on the national than local
level, he was the embodiment of hard work and being prepared. And, he walked the
talk too. Those fighting for justice in general or around specific issues knew that he
was laser fixed on uncovering the truth. Thanks for all of that Ed. Well done.

Stephen Corbin - July 10, 2018 at 09:22 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Deepest sympathies to Wendy and family.
Jacqui Seminary

Jacqui Seminary - July 09, 2018 at 11:21 PM

“

Very sorry to the family and close friends of Big Eddie. Never personally knew
him,never shook his hand. Would have loved to just the same. Have enjoyed
listening to him over the years. Thank you for the time you gave to all of us. A
champion of the underprivelaged and a good example set for the privelaged. Very
humbly thank you. Matt Sixx.

Matt Sixx - July 09, 2018 at 09:53 PM

“

Carol Hildreth lit a candle in memory of Edward Andrew Schultz

Carol Hildreth - July 09, 2018 at 09:29 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Edward Andrew
Schultz.

July 09, 2018 at 08:02 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Edward Andrew Schultz.

July 09, 2018 at 05:51 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Edward Andrew Schultz.

July 09, 2018 at 09:37 AM

“

RIP our friend Ed Schultz.
Ed was always a champion, even in high school in Virginia, where during the years of
integration he was one of a few white students who voluntarily enrolled in a mostlyBlack high school. The black athletes elected him captain and quarterback. The team
excelled Ed was an outstanding passer and team leader. In college in Minnesota Ed
was a record-breaking passer. After college, Ed entered sports broadcasting and
conservative talk radio in Fargo, ND. He met and fell in love with his now wife,
Wendy, who volunteered at homeless shelters, she took Ed to show him the plight of
people down and out. This experience changed his conservative outlook to an
actively progressive advocate. This was when we first learned of Ed and followed
him faithfully for years on both regional and national talk shows. Later he became a
prominent TV commentator on MSNBC, where he passionately took on the
establishment media. He reflected Midwest values and championed unions, civil

rights, healthcare, working classes, teachers, exploited service workers. He called
out discrimination against minorities and women. He pointed out the serious flaws of
and betrayals by Corporate Democrats both in Congress and the Clinton, Bush, and
Obama administrations. Ed and we were ardent early supporters of Obama when he
promised hope and change. Ed, more than any other reporter, helped Obama get
reelected [when Obama’s popularity was fading] by single-handedly exposing video
of Romney bad-mouthing the bottom half of all Americans. Following the failure of
corporatists and the Obama administration, Ed and our family looked to Senator
Bernie Sanders to lead our nation. Again, it was ED Schultz who recognized,
reported, and brought front and center what working class Americans desperately
want
He was one of the most sincere, courageous and objective reporters we've ever
watched. He's a great American. We owe him a great debt for his courage and
passion.
Ed was a journalist who took on wrongdoers of all persuasions. His passion was firein-the-belly reporting.
He was our friend and a paladin.
We grieve his death and our nation's loss.
George Davelis & family
Papillion, NE
George Davelis - July 09, 2018 at 05:45 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Edward Andrew
Schultz.

July 08, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

My wife Debbie and I would like to express our deepest sympathies to Wendy, Dave
and the rest of your family over the sudden passing of Ed. I first met Ed over at
WDAY, when I was briefly employed with WDAY-AM 970 Radio. He will be
remembered as a true professional. Was he controversial? You bet he was. That's
how Ed rolled. Now, he's gone. Way too young. Again, our deepest condolences.

Rick and Debbie Olson - July 07, 2018 at 11:42 PM

“
“

God's peace Ed
Mike Williams - July 09, 2018 at 06:37 AM

Words can not express how my Heart has ached for you Wendy! Have prayed a million
times for God to hold you in His loving arms !! I can not imagine how you feel!! All I know is
without Christ in our lives , non of us could make it thru these tough times! Your Beloved
Husband Ed adored you ( which U know) you will make it!! With Christ All Things Are
Possible!! May God keep you in perfect Peace, until we all go to met Jesus in Heaven
someday!! Ur whole family and Ed son Dave and his family will be in my prayers always!!
Raisin
Colleen Kankelfritz - July 12, 2018 at 12:43 AM

“

Wendy and Dave, so very sorry about your loss; he will be missed
ricky berg - July 13, 2018 at 02:06 AM

