Edith Arneson Dawson
November 11, 1927 - August 15, 2019

Edith Arneson Dawson died peacefully at Eventide Living Center in Fargo on the morning
of August 15, 2019.
Edith Louise was born to Alvin and Irene (Bjornstad) Arneson on November 11, 1927 in
Sanish, a small North Dakota town which is now under Lake Sakakawea. She was the
oldest of seven children. The Arneson family moved to Fargo and made their home near
the edge of town on 10th Street at 14th Avenue South where Edith attended Clara Barton
Elementary school, the same school where her children and eight grandchildren would
attend. While in elementary school, they moved to a farm near Sabin, Minnesota and later
to Moorhead where Edith would graduate from Moorhead High.
Edith attended North Dakota Agricultural College (now NDSU). While at NDSU, Edith met
Bob Dawson at a meet-and-greet shoe dance where the women would place a shoe in the
middle of the dance floor. The men would select a shoe, not knowing who their dance
partner would be. Edith joked that Bob was the last to choose and got her shoe because
no one else would select her shoe as it was the largest. On June 29, 1948, Edith and Bob
were married at First Presbyterian Church in Fargo. They were married for nearly 60 years
until Bob’s death in 2007.
Edith graduated from NDSU with a BA in Home Economics which served her well in what
would be her life long profession - homemaker for Bob and their children. She loved to
sew and was a wonderful cook.
Outside of home, Edith devoted her time to many community groups including Junior
League, PTA, and church where she served as president of Presbyterian Women, served
as a Deacon and was a member of Session.
Edith and Bob enjoyed traveling including taking many trips with friends and family. She
and her sisters made an annual trek to Wisconsin visiting their Norwegian relatives. Edith
and Bob enjoyed summers at their Pelican Lake home and winters in Ft. Myers, Florida.

They relished their regular visits to Whidbey Island, Washington, to visit their daughter
where Edith developed many lifelong friendships.
Prior to her brief stay at Eventide, Edith made her home at Touchmark in Fargo where she
was a charter member of the five o’clock wine group and a member of the Touchmark
Choir. Edith was an ardent fan of music and the arts and rarely missed an F-M Symphony
performance. She loved reading, sewing, water aerobics and entertaining - but to Edith,
time spent with her family including her new crop of great-grandchildren, was the most
precious of all.
She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, her sisters, Bimi Lunde, Barbara
Bielfeldt and Gini Pryne, one brother, Buzz Arneson, her sons, Chuck and Gary, and her
grandson, Jacob.
She is survived by: children, Kathy Dawson Fox, Whidbey Island, WA, Tom (Georgia),
Fargo and Steve (Vicki), Fargo; ten grandsons, Nathan Hambley (Katie), Seattle, WA;
Stuart Hambley (Cori Smith), Lakewood, WA; Zack (Kelly); Alex (Raime Lavelle); Mike
(Brittany); Charlie (Brynna Johnson); Matt (Amanda); Joey (Leslie); Ben and Nick, all
Fargo, and nine adorable great-grandchildren with two more expected soon; brothers,
Jack Arneson (Sue), Moorhead and Jim (Pat), Roseberg, Oregon, Buzz’s wife, Lois
Arneson (Moorhead) and many nieces and nephews.
Memorials preferred to Red River Human Services, YWCA and Trollwood.
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Comments

“

I am sorry to hear of her passing. She was such a wonderful image of kindness when
I was growing up. All the Dawsons were close to the Crowes. I remember the kind of
man Grandpa Charles Dawson was. He was part of the team including George Black
and George Crowe that built Fargo into the business center. But Bob and Edie were
around us more than any and their kids grew up with us and share our generation's
heritage. Thank you Edie for all your love for all your family and friends. Clint Crowe

Clint Crowe - August 30 at 12:59 PM

“

I remember her fondly. She was so kind and full of grace.
Thinking of all of the Dawson family.
Carroll Crowe Thune
Carroll - August 30 at 04:16 PM

“

I was a neighbor and classmate of Edith's, starting in junior high school. In later
years, we were neighbors in the Lakes area. She was the force behind the
organization of many of our class reunions. Without her, there would have been no
class gatherings.
It was my privilege to be a friend to Edith...a very lovely person. Joy Herringer

joy herringer - August 22 at 02:28 PM

“

Steve and Vicki, Tom and Georgia- Our deepest sympathies to you and your family.
We are in Florida and will not be able to attend the service. We will be there in
prayer. Your mom was a wonderful person, so I know you are blessed with sweet
memories. Peace.
Bonnie and Dave Johnson

Bonnie Johnson - August 21 at 03:02 PM

“

To the Dawson Family we send our sympathy and will miss her warm and loving
ways and personality. First Presbyterian will not be the same without her greetings
and hugs.
She so enjoyed sharing about her family and many grand sons. I will miss seeing her
at TJMaxx. May you be sustained by wonderful memories. She was special and pray
that she rests in perfect peace. John and Jo Lawrence

john and jo lawrence - August 21 at 11:56 AM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Edith Arneson
Dawson.

August 21 at 11:15 AM

“

Tom, Steve, Kathy & family: What a beautiful lady & person. I always remembered
her B Day, as it's the same as my mother's.
Deepest sympathies
John, Justin & Paul Neuenschwander

John Neuenschwander - August 20 at 08:56 PM

“

Dear Tom, Steve, and family, my sincere sympathy for the loss of your mother. I very
much liked both your mother and your father. They were always extremely
considerate and cordial to Nancy and me. Sincerely, Gary Kvittum

Gary Kvittum - August 20 at 08:11 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the Dawson family! You are in our thoughts & prayers!
The Ross Watson Family!

Tim Watson - August 20 at 05:40 PM

“

6 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 20 at 05:21 PM

“

From: Sholls, Herders, Rudes, Tyler & Austin purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Edith Arneson Dawson.

From: Sholls, Herders, Rudes, Tyler & Austin - August 20 at 01:30 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Edith Arneson
Dawson.

August 20 at 01:13 PM

“

156 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - August 19 at 07:19 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Edith Arneson
Dawson.

August 19 at 03:18 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Edith Arneson Dawson.

August 19 at 10:49 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Edith Arneson Dawson.

August 19 at 08:37 AM

“

Dear Tom;
It is with great sadness I lean about your mother's passing. She was a very classy
lady and like your father, she was an outstanding community leader.
Please accept my deepest sympathies for this big loss.

MortSharon Mazaheri - August 18 at 03:40 AM

“

I am going to miss Edith so much. She was such a beautiful lady that I enjoyed
cleaning for. My thoughts and prayers to the family

Chris Gronsberg - August 17 at 09:57 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Edith Arneson Dawson.

August 17 at 02:13 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Thinking of you all.

Heidi Warkenthien - August 16 at 11:34 AM

“

Thinking of all of Edith’s lovely family. She was such a devoted MOTHER,
DAUGHTER and SISTER...I feel very blessed to have known her. GOD bless her
memory.. Patti Pratt

Patti Pratt - August 15 at 09:44 PM

