Donna Mae Ranger
January 14, 1945 - July 3, 2020

Donna's service can be viewed here: https://vimeo.com/user113354829/review/44034259
5/c3d7d060f1
Donna Mae Ranger, beloved sister, died Friday, July 3, 2020 at 9:30 p.m. at Bethany on U
niversity in Fargo, ND.
Donna was born on January 14, 1945, to Vernon and Ethel Ranger in Fargo, ND. She resi
ded in Fargo all her life except for a brief time in Phoenix, AZ. Donna also enjoyed most of
her summers at the Ranger cottage on Maplehurst Beach, Lake Lida near Pelican Rapids,
MN.
Donna studied nursing at North Dakota State School of Science. After graduation, she pra
cticed nursing in all the hospitals in Fargo-Moorhead and for 6 months in Phoenix. Her nur
sing skills were excellent, especially as a surgical nurse.
Donna’s artistic talents included counted cross stitch and hardanger (Norwegian embroide
ry). A hardanger design she created was featured on the back cover of a Nordic Needle c
atalog. She won many awards and ribbons as she entered County and State Fairs. She b
ecame fascinated with the art of card-making and using her extensive collection of rubber
stamps. Her cards were featured in the Fargo Forum. She then developed her enthusiasm
for quilting, using her perfectionist technique. Machine embroidery evolved into another de
monstration of her attention to detail. Those of us who have acquired one of her creations
are blessed.
Donna had close relationships with her seven nephews, Jay, Randy, Ross, Mark, Scott, Jo
el and Vernon and her niece, Jill. They became her special friends and companions.
Donna was preceded in death by her parents, Vernon and Ethel Ranger; sister Terry Groth
e, and brothers-in-law Norman Nubson, Harold Sellin, and Ardell Grothe.

Donna is survived by her sisters, LaVerne Nubson (Fargo) and Margaret Sellin (Hawley), s
even nephews and a niece, and their families.
LaVerne and Margaret express special thanks to Bethany on University and Ethos Home
Care and Hospice for their kindness, care, and dedication to Donna throughout her illness.
Memorials may be given to St. Paul's Free Lutheran Church or Ethos Home Care and Hos
pice.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 21, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

Sincere sympathy to Donna's family. Donna was my best friend at Hawthorne school.
Unfortunately, I totally lost touch with her over the years, but I was pleased to read of
the full life she had. I have good memories of our trick-or-treating together, eating ice
cream from the big tub in the basement freezer, spending fun times at Lake Lida,
sleeping in the top bunk during sleep-overs, and getting homesick together at Camp
Trowbridge. I'm sure she will be greatly missed. Jane Ostrem Griffith, Maple Grove,
MN

JaneGriffith - July 21, 2020 at 12:25 PM

“

Donna was a special patient and friend
Our sympathies to you all
With heartfelt compassion Dick Rohla/ doc r

Richard Rohla - July 10, 2020 at 08:18 AM

“

I met Donna when I started to quilt. I loved all the quilts she made. I watched her
sandwich a quilt and I liked the way she did it. I sandwich my quilts that way now too.
I often think of her while I am doing it and thank her for showing me a way to do
something that I really don't like to do. We always had a good time when we got
together for our Friday evening/potluck sew ins. Those times are surely missed. RIP
Donna.

Joy A Streed - July 09, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

Aunt Donna and I (even though brief) had a fun relationship. I can still here her
laughing!!

Brian Smith - July 09, 2020 at 12:04 PM

“

“

Thank you Brian.
LaVerne - July 24, 2020 at 10:07 PM

Sending our deepest sympathies in the loss of Donna. She is now at peace with no
more suffering. It was always fun to be around when all of the "Ranger Girls" would
come to Fort Ransom. Donna had so many talents & always amazed me how she
was so perfect at all of them.
May God bless Donna & all of your families.
Love,
Rita & Dale

Rita & Dale - July 09, 2020 at 09:47 AM

“

Thank you!
LaVerne - July 24, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

Donna was a great neighbor to me when we lived in the town house complex on 18th
St: my husband was terminal and when I needed a hand to help she was always
there for me. She had an awesome talent with home made quilts-they were beautiful.
Mary Swenson

Mary Swenson - July 06, 2020 at 06:43 PM

“

Thank you Mary!
LaVerne - July 24, 2020 at 10:05 PM

