Dean Orel Wegenast
July 16, 1936 - February 11, 2020

Dean Orel Wegenast, much-loved husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather,
and former Executive Vice President and board member of Bell Bank and State
Bankshares, passed away on Tuesday, February 11, 2020, at Eventide in Fargo at the age
of 83.
Dean was born on July 16, 1936, to Adolph and Iris (Dunsdon) Wegenast in Edgely, ND,
where they lived until 1950. They moved to Portland, ND, where Dean graduated from
Portland High school. He then attended Dakota Business College where he met his wife of
59 years, Gail Ramona Korsgaden. They married in 1957 and lived together in Fargo until
Gail’s passing in 2016.
Dean started his banking career at Bankers State Bank as cashier, then moved to State
Bank of Fargo (now Bell Bank) when it was chartered in 1966. He was the bank’s cashier,
then executive vice president/chief financial officer before retiring in 1999. After retirement,
Dean served as executive secretary of Bell’s board of directors until 2012, then became a
board member of State Bankshares, the bank’s holding company, through 2019.
Dean and his wife spent their last years together splitting time between their homes in
Fargo, ND, Ft Myers, FL, and on Little Pine Lake near Perham, MN.
Dean is survived by three children, six grandchildren and two great grandsons with a third
on the way. Daughter Terry Aas (husband Dan) lives in Eden Prairie, MN, daughter Patty
(Dykes) Lewis (husband Derek) lives in San Antonio, TX, and son Timothy Wegenast (wife
Kari) lives in West Fargo, ND.
Grandchildren are Andrew and Julia Aas of Minneapolis, Katrina (Dykes) King-Smith of
Logarsce, Slovenia (husband Franny), Taryn (Dykes) Cardiff (husband Mason) of San
Antonio, Stephany Wegenast of Fargo, and Nicole (Wegenast/Irwin) Wymore (husband
John) of Wahpeton. Dean’s pride and joy the last few years were great-grandsons Kobie
Irwin and John Dean Wymore, the children of Nicole, as well as one on the way. Dean is

also survived by his sister, Dawn Holter (husband David) of Hatton, ND.
Dean is preceded in death by his mother in 1978, his father in 1985, his brother Dennis in
2015 and his wife in 2016.
The family would like to thank Eventide and Hospice of the Red River Valley for their
wonderful care of Dean and family over the past few weeks. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made to Hospice.

Cemetery

Events

Calvary Cemetery - Perham, MN FEB
45450 410th Ave

17

Perham, MN, 56573

Visitation

03:00PM - 04:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

FEB
17

Memorial Service

04:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

My name is Doug Hedin. I worked at three different financial investment institutions in
Mpls- St. Paul. Dean did the investing for the State Bank of Fargo and he was my
customer since 1979 until he retired.He was much more than a customer, he was a
good friend who stayed with me through three work place changes. I still miss talking
to him.

Douglas Hedin - March 30, 2020 at 11:15 AM

“

Dean was a dear friend and classmate, will miss him. Barbara Rygg

Barbara rygg - February 17, 2020 at 08:43 AM

“

I can only recall Dean as a sophisticated, professional and gentle person. Prayers for
your family. LeRoy and Leanne Wegenast.

LeRoy Wegenast - February 15, 2020 at 03:29 PM

“

Our Bell Bank family was sad to hear the news of Dean’s passing. He was a longtime
employee, board member and holding company director – and more than that, a
good friend.
Dean had an affiliation that stretched back to our company’s founding. He was
actually the cashier on opening day of business for State Bank of Fargo in 1966 and
has always been credited with putting the first entry on the books. One of Dean’s
favorite stories involved the humble beginning of State Bank of Fargo. The bank was
located in the corner of Fargo’s Northport Shopping Center next to a Ben Franklin
store which sold, among many other things, pet rabbits. Since the teller counter
wasn’t yet ready when the bank opened its doors, Dean arranged with store owner
Doug Larson to borrow rabbit cages, which were stacked up and used as a
temporary teller line!
Eventually promoted to executive vice president/chief financial officer (CFO), Dean
served for many years as secretary to the bank’s board of directors, and then
became a member of the board of directors of State Bankshares, the holding
company for Bell Bank.
Honesty, integrity and loyalty are at the top of the list of words I would use to
describe Dean. He always tried to do the right thing, for our employees and our
customers.
I want to express on behalf of Bell Bank’s majority owners, the Snortland and
Solberg families, how much respect and love we had for Dean and how deeply he’ll
be missed.
Our sincere sympathy to Dean’s family and gratitude for all he meant to our Bell
family.

Richard Solberg - February 14, 2020 at 12:42 PM

“

Condolences on behalf of my late parents (Gale and Selma Bartholomay) who were
friends of Dean and Gail... Dave Bartholomay

Dave Bartholomay - February 14, 2020 at 08:14 AM

“

Our Sympathy and prayers go out to the family of Dean. We remember both of your
parents attending Calvary in Perham. So sorry for your loss.

Net & George Kupferschmid - February 13, 2020 at 07:38 PM

“

The family has lost another kind, sincere, respected member. Dean excelled as a
professional in the business world with these qualities. WE are thinking of the family
as you deal with the loss of a really good person. We are forwarding a gift to Hospice
as requested. Judy and Jerry

Jerry & Judy Wegenast - February 13, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dean Orel Wegenast.

February 13, 2020 at 09:50 AM

