Dean Smith Kulenkamp
November 22, 1925 - June 30, 2018

Dean Kulenkamp passed away peacefully on June 30, 2018, surrounded by family. Born
on November 22, 1925, to Clemens and Genevieve Kulenkamp, Dean grew up in the
heart of the Como Park neighborhood of St. Paul, MN. After graduating from Murray High
School, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy, earning his wings as a pilot in 1946, and achieving
the rank of Lieutenant (jg). Subsequently, he graduated from the University of Minnesota,
studying psychology and business. Dean married his “Como sweetheart,” Emily Shave, in
1948 and they were devoted partners for 68 years¬¬.
Through Dean’s career with the Chevrolet Division of General Motors, he managed
distribution of vehicles to Chevrolet dealers throughout the region. After his retirement, he
continued to share his experience and expertise with budding entrepreneurs as a
volunteer with the Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE). A natural athlete,
musician, gifted restorer of antique furniture and lover of the outdoors, Dean embraced life
fully. Always focused on the interests and needs of others, he continued to build strong
relationships until the end.
Special thanks to Hospice of the Red River Valley and to the caring community of staff and
residents at Bethany on University. You helped make it possible for Dean to continue an
active and engaged life.
Dean is survived by son Larry Kulenkamp (Maryann Erdman); daughters, Ann Kulenkamp
(John Wilson) and Amy Richardson (Jay); grandson Bryce Richardson (Anna Morales);
sisters, Genevieve Joseph, Yvonne Swanson and Karen Earle; and many loving nieces
and nephews. He is preceded in death by his wife, Emily; his parents; sister Dorothy
Johnson; and brother Jerome Kulenkamp.

Cemetery

Events

Calvary Cemetery - St. Paul, MN JUL
753 Front Avenue

7

St. Paul, MN, 55103

Visitation

03:30PM - 04:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

JUL
7

Memorial Service

04:00PM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
215 7th Street South, Fargo, ND, US, 58103

Comments

“

Hi Amy and Jay, our hearts go out to you and your family. Amy, I remember your dad
always had the greatest cars, I think a new Chevrolet that you would drive on
occasion in Fargo years. Fond memories. Always could never compare to my
volkswagon bug, Ha,Ha !! love, Kathy

kathy witzmann - July 06, 2018 at 10:40 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 05, 2018 at 04:16 PM

“

I am one of the many Chevrolet dealers who really appreciated Dean as a friend, as
well as a business associate. What a gentleman! My sincere sympathy to Dean's
family.
Bert Olson
Olson Motor Co.
Cavalier, ND
Chevrolet dealer from 1963 to 1994

Bert Olson - July 04, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

150 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 03, 2018 at 06:54 PM

“

Larry and family - So sorry to learn of your Dad's passing. He was a true gentleman,
and he gave the best hugs! I'm so grateful that I got to spend a little time with him
these past few months. I liked him immediately, and he was well liked by the Bethany
staff and residents. May he rest in Peace.
My condolences,
Jay Goerger

Jacinta Goerger - July 03, 2018 at 04:11 PM

