Chris Paustian
June 24, 1942 - June 4, 2020

Husband, Father, Mentor and Friend - Chris Albert Paustian passed away in the early
hours of Thursday, June 4, 2020 at Eventide Fargo.
A Funeral Service for Chris will be streamed at the following link at 10am on Wednesday,
June 9, 2020 and will also be available after: https://vimeo.com/427403903
Chris was born in Davenport, Iowa on June 24, 1942 to Christian and Lanora Paustian,
the youngest of five children. He graduated from Durant, Iowa high school in 1960. After
high school, he attended the Iowa State Teachers College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and
then enlisted in the United States Air Force, eventually being stationed at Grand Forks
AFB, where he continued to serve during the Vietnam conflict.
He was eventually honorably discharged and started attending the University of North
Dakota, majoring in Business and Public Administration. During this time he met a girl
named Sondra (Sandi) Waller, a skater and hockey player from Crookston, MN. They
loved to dance at the Westward Ho in Grand Forks. They fell in love and on March 2, 1968
were married at Trinity Lutheran Church in Crookston.
The young married couple settled in Grand Forks, where Chris worked at Bridgeman Dairy
loading ice cream while he attended UND, and Sandi worked at JCPenney supporting
them. They lived in a small grey house on Cherry Street, and they welcomed their first
child Christian in 1970.
They moved to Sioux Falls, SD, where Chris worked as a teacher at Sioux Falls
Washington High School and Southeast Technical Institute. He also continued his higher
education at the University of South Dakota, obtaining a MS from the USD School of
Education. Chris and Sandi also welcomed their second child Timothy in 1973.
In 1975, Chris became the director of North Valley Vocational Technical Center in Grafton,
ND, a position he held until 1985. Chris often spoke of North Valley with fondness to his

family, about his co-workers, whom he loved. The years in Grafton were some of the best
years - a house in the country with a big yard, trees, and a sunflower field for a backyard.
Chris spent many hours retrieving footballs from the trees surrounding the house.
In the fall of 1985, Chris became the President of Mitchell Technical Institute in Mitchell,
SD, where he worked until his retirement in 2008. During his tenure at MTI, the school
grew in its student enrollment, its curriculum, and, arguably most significantly, the
relocation of the MTI campus to a new site, with the addition of a new technology center.
Thanks in great part to Chris, MTI is a leader for telecommunications and technology for
South Dakota.
The year of 1998 brought the first girl to the family - Chris and Sandi were overjoyed when
Tim married Alyssa Larson - the following years brought two grandsons, Zachary and
Andrew. Chris was SO PROUD of them. He loved going to their football and hockey
games, and track meets.
Andrew would have aced every class at MTI - Building, Welding, Woodworking. During
Zachary’s freshman year at Concordia College, he worked with Chris often - and these
were not typical freshman courses - a class called “Evil” was their favorite - explorations of
behaviors that Chris and Zachary discussed at length. Chris was always willing to not only
teach, but also learn.
Chris was very active in the community. Notable are these areas in which he served:
Commander of the American Legion and Chef de Gare of the 40 et 8 in Grafton, ND
President of the Mitchell Rotary Club
Chairman of the Avera Queen of Peace Lay Advisory Board
President of the Mitchell Prehistoric Indian Village and Preservation Society
Congregational president of First Lutheran Church, Mitchell SD
Member of the Taxpayer Advocacy Panel
Of these, he found great joy in serving the community as a Rotarian. From his presidency,
to the development of Rotary Park in Mitchell, to his ambassadorship, Rotary gave him a
platform to help better the community for all. Even before he was a Rotarian, he lived his
life via the Rotary International Four-Way Test:
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL?

Thank you, Rotary.
Chris is survived by his sons Christian, Surprise, AZ, and Tim, Fargo, ND, his daughter-inlaw Alyssa, grandsons Zachary and Andrew, his sisters Alberta and Lucille, and his many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents Christian and Lanora, his
brother Dilver, sister Jean, and his wife of 51 years, Sandi.
Chris’ family is extremely grateful for the care provided by the staffs of Elim Care Center
and Eventide Fargo. Thank you.
Visitation: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 from 5-7 PM at Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home, Fargo,
ND.
Funeral: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 at 10 AM at Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home, Fargo,
ND.
Burial will be at the Fargo National Veterans Cemetery.
Memorials are preferred to be given to:
Fargo - West Rotary
PO Box 9237
Fargo, ND 58103
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - June 09, 2020 at 11:14 AM

“

Chris and I were roommates and office mates during our time in Gtand Forks at the
Air Base. Chris was one of the most admired and helpful persons on the base. He
was always available for a weekend trip or an evening in Grand Forks. I owe much to
him for being a true friend and mentor. His family can be very proud of him. He was
the best in all he did and though it has been many years since we served, I have
never forgotten him.
George Donze

George Donze - June 11, 2020 at 02:12 AM

“

Roger and Rita Amiot extend a sincere sympathy to Tim, Christian and family. We
have very fond memories together with your parents when they lived in Grafton.
Chris and Sandy were always a special couple. They are together now.
Roger and Rita Amiot
Grafton, ND

Roger Amiot - June 10, 2020 at 11:12 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Chris Paustian.

June 08, 2020 at 10:51 AM

“

Chris was a wonderful boss, mentor and friend. We shared a love of language, travel
and reading. We had many conversations about travel destinations and books and
articles we had recently read. Even well into his retirement, he and I would share
words and definitions when we came across an unusual word or usage. He so loved
his family and his grandsons, and I know how excited he was to move himself and
Sandi to Fargo to be closer to you. Christian, Tim and family, you have my deepest
sympathy on the loss of your wonderful dad. Many, many people's lives were better
for having crossed paths with Chris. I will greatly miss him.
Julie Brookbank

Julie Brookbank - June 08, 2020 at 10:39 AM

“

Chris and Sandy were so thoughtful to Doug and I and our boys. Mowing the
Paustian's lawn was the first 'job' our boys had. Chris hired both of us a MTI and we
are forever grateful. Chris left a postiive mark on the entire Mitchell community! We
thank Chris for his leadership!
Chris and Sandy's love and compassion for each other was undeniable. We miss
them both very much and wish them eternal peace.
Doug and Janet Greenway

Doug and Janet Greenway - June 08, 2020 at 09:13 AM

“

Christian,Tim and families, so sorry to hear about loss of your Dad. In 1985 when
your Dad interviewed for the job at Mitchell Tech, I was the one that took him on a
tour of the school. I do remember that day.
Sorry I won't be able to make it there for services. Think one or both of you have
heard that a memorial service for Chris will be held here in Mitchell in the future.
Take care.

Steve Kracht - June 07, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Chris’ passing. He and Sandi were a kind couple and both will be
missed.

Vicki Lurken Heimsoth - June 06, 2020 at 08:05 PM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy to Chris's family. Chris & I grew up together as our families
lived across the street from each other in Stockton, IA. Many memories playing ball
in the street and going to grade school in Stockton and continuing onto high school in
Durant. One little tidbit that might bring a smile to you. Chris & I had our tonsils taken
out on the same day in Dr Whetstine's office in Wilton at the age of 11 and his sister
Jean was our nurse. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. From your
longtime classmate and playmate, Waynette (Garvin) Rocycki and my husband, Karl

Waynette Rocycki - June 06, 2020 at 02:31 PM

“

I have a picture of that, Waynette! Duane Mumm.
Duane Mumm - June 06, 2020 at 04:11 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Christian, Tim and family on the loss of Chris, our friend
and colleague throughout these many years. For the family, this sudden and abrupt
loss of both parents, Chris and Sandi, in such a short amount of time is difficult to
bear. Two bright beacons have gone out, but our memories and their impact on our
lives do not dim. Smile because they lived.

Terry Sullivan - June 06, 2020 at 01:07 PM

“

Chris was a great mentor and boss. I learned so much working for him. Chris and Sandi
were the best of couples and dear friends to my late Harlan and me. My love and sympathy
Christian, Tim and family!!
Jan Quenzer
Jan Quenzer - June 06, 2020 at 07:09 PM

