Chester Alfred Gebert
August 11, 1927 - December 7, 2013

Chet Gebert was born August 11, 1927 in Princeton, Minnesota. He was the youngest
child of William and Ida (Noeske) Gebert. Even though his love of travel found him globe
trotting after raising his family, Chet lived and worked most of his life within 250 miles of
his hometown. He graduated from the University of Minnesota's School of Journalism in
1950 and married Violet (Kallman). They started their family in New Ulm, Minnesota where
Chet served on the news staff for the New Ulm Journal. Four years later, he accepted a
new assignment and worked for 37 years as a reporter/photographer for the Fargo Forum.
As a young man, Chet won the coveted Graflex Grand Prize for his series of photographs
of the devastating F5 tornado which tore through Fargo on June 20, 1957. He was one of
the Forum's team that covered that historic tornado for the paper's Pulitzer Prize. 25 years
later, Chet followed the journey of the replica Viking ship, the Hjemkomst ("homecoming"
in Norwegian) all the way from its genesis in builder Robert Asp’s brain to its eventual
entry into the harbor of Bergen, Norway, in July 1982. He was one of the ceremonial
passengers as the ship sailed into New York harbor and he was in Norway when she
made landfall a few weeks later.
Chet was passionate about the 1000 year old, perfectly round geological formations he
found at the bottom of the Rum River near his family's farm and was overjoyed (as was
everyone else who'd been hearing about them for decades) when the Mille Lacs County
Historical Society added the balls to their collection in 2012.
Chet enjoyed fishing almost as much as meeting new people and laughing at a good joke.
He spent peaceful summer days on Cormorant Lake with a rod and reel and a fishing
buddy changing lures and "telling lies" (Chet's endearing term for small talk). Nothing
tasted as good as Walleye Pike. Nothing.
Chet loved to travel, visit new places, experience new cultures and meet new people. He
shared his passion with friends and family traveling to exotic locations like Alaska, China,
and "the Land Down Under" - Australia and New Zealand. With his beloved wife, Sharon

(Buck), he explored foreign and domestic locales and had new adventures and made
lifelong friends wherever he went. He remembered the people with unusual names and
strong handshakes, who told a good joke or offered a helping hand along the way. Chet
had strong opinions and a soft spot for babies. He was charmed by the innocence of
children and constantly amazed by nature's splendor. He was moved to tears by the flight
of an eagle and was fiercely loyal to his friends, old and new.
Chet is survived by three daughters: Valerie Gebert of New York, NY, Kimberly Stephens
of Jacksonville, FL and Peggy Adamick of Pocahontas, IL; two grandsons, Christopher
Michael Stephens and Colton James Adamick; one granddaugher Danielle Rose Arviso
and one great-grandson, Caine Reid Stephens. Thank you for your enthusiasm, Dad; you
showed us how to appreciate each day and revel in every adventure along the way. We
love you.
Chet's video tribute can be viewed at http://www.philpetersonproductions.com/hr-memorial
s.htm
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MN

We remember Chet very well. Way back, for me, when Elsie and Don were
married. He stood up for Don, and was always a big part of their family and plans.
He visited us
many times, here on Cape Cod, and upstate NY - always on the go to someplace
or other - loving life, his country and it's people. God Bless You Chet.
Love and prayers, David and Marcia Ness Burns Chatham MA
mnb - December 16, 2013 at 12:47 PM

Robert
Littlefield

Dear Val and family,
Kathy and I send our sympathy to you at the death of your father, Chet. I'm sorry
it is so cold in Fargo this weekend while you are here to gather to celebrate his
life. I am sure that your memories will help you get through this difficult time. We
are not able to be with you today at the memorial service due to a prior
commitment but if you are in Fargo for a while, can we get together at some other
time? Please let us know. Take care. Robert and Kathy Littlefield
Robert Littlefield - December 14, 2013 at 06:10 AM

EA

To Kim, Valerie and Peggy--I was sorry to hear of the death of your father, Chet. I
live at Trollwood Village and at one time Chet and Sharon lived next door to us.
Every other evening or so, they could come over to our place--Sharon said it was
easier to find a place to sit at our house as there were photo albums and
newspapers on all of their chairs! Your father was an unusual person--what other
word can I use? But we loved them both dearly. Darold passed away in June and
I am sure he and Chet are now heckling each other in Heaven. My memorial is
being given to Hospice of the Red River Valley. With my sincere sympathy,
Evelyn Anderson
Evelyn Anderson - December 13, 2013 at 07:07 AM



Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of
Chester Alfred Gebert.

December 12, 2013 at 12:31 PM



Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of
Chester Alfred Gebert.

December 11, 2013 at 01:56 PM

EN

Dear Cousins Val, Kim and Peg,
What a coincidence that the last of the Gebert siblings pass on within 3 days of
each other. Uncle Chet and my dad Harold both had a great sense of humor and
a love of life. Uncle Chet never came to visit without bringing a stack of pictures
or articles to share. Our two sons affectionally referred to him as "Uncle
Chat"...very fitting for the storyteller. He always had something to share. I
remember my Mom emphatically saying "NO" to a horsehair blanket he wanted
her to have. The past 6 years when my parents were living at Pioneer House, the
phone would ring and he wanted to know which of his nieces or nephew were
there, he wanted a ride over so he could visit and probably share some of his
prize possessions. "Thank you kindly" Uncle Chet, you will be missed. Love, Larry
and Eileen
Eileen Opp Chet's niece - December 10, 2013 at 04:18 PM

DH

Dear Val, Kim, and Peg,
I was so sorry to hear of the passing of your father. He was such a nice man.
I recall a conversation we had when he was over to the folk's house when I was
home visiting a few years ago. I had just completed a three week trek in Nepal
and he was so interested in all the details...always the reporter.
My deepest sympathies are with you and your loved ones.
Diane Hilborn
Diane Hilborn - December 09, 2013 at 08:24 PM

AB

Chet was a neighbor to me and my husband. Sharon and him were like a set of
grandparents to our daughter Angel. We have many wonderful memories of him. I
am lucky to be a holder of some of his photography that he had. He loved to tell
stories about his daughters and all the adventures he had. He lived an amazing
life and I proud to say he was a true friend to us. I am sorry we lost track when we
moved to NC. I know he is in heaven sharing his laughs and stories. We will miss
you Chet. Love Anna Angel and Michael Barningham
anna barningham - December 09, 2013 at 06:21 PM

BE

Val, Kim & Peg...our sincere sympathy goes out to you. Chet was one of a kind,
loved to tell his stories, enjoyed life. We have many good memories of him. Ron
especially enjoyed deep sea fishing with Chet while in Port Aransas, Tx and
Panama City Beach, where he always insisted on taking all the fish they caught,
with one exception when we had a fish fry with Jan, Neil, Ron and I, and Chet and
Sharon. I will cherish all the good times we had with him and his family. God
Bless All of You...Love, Betty & Ron
BettyBackes - December 09, 2013 at 03:18 PM

