Charlotte Arlis Maas
March 22, 1939 - October 6, 2020

Charlotte's memorial service will be available on this link: https://vimeo.com/465585689
Charlotte Maas passed away at the age of 81 in her home in Fargo on October 6, 2020, u
nder the care of hospice. She grew up in Jamestown, North Dakota with her parents and t
hree siblings. After graduating from Jamestown High School, she moved to Fargo. She att
ended North Dakota State University and earned a Bachelor of Science in Home Economi
cs. She married her high school sweetheart, Raymond Maas on August 31, 1958.
She worked as a home economics and physical education teacher at Central High School
in Fargo, and then started her career in direct sales with Artex Hobby Products. She rose t
hrough the ranks of that company, and its subsequent parent company, Tri-Chem, achievi
ng the positions of Regional Sales Director and Zone Vice-President. After working in dire
ct sales for nearly 20 years, she took a position in the IT department at NDSU, working the
re for 16 years until her retirement in 2011.
Ray and Charlotte had a marriage that was grounded in faith and enjoyed 60 years of me
mbership at First Lutheran Church, Fargo. Charlotte was active in her church, serving as
wedding coordinator, chair of the funeral committee, and treasurer of the Abigail Circle. Ch
arlotte’s love of gardening led her to service as President and Treasurer of the Fargo Gard
en Society.
She is survived by her children, Craig Maas and Suzanne (Paul) Dobbins, and three grand
children, Sean, Timothy and Clare Dobbins. Charlotte is also survived by her siblings, Rod
ney (Ruby) Letcher of Eugene, OR, Karon (David) Orr of Jamestown, ND and Neal (Terri)
Letcher of Jamestown, ND. Charlotte was preceded in death by her husband, Raymond M
aas and her parents, Bertha and Arnold Letcher.
A memorial service will be held at 2:00 P.M., Friday, October 9, 2020 at First Lutheran Chu
rch in Fargo. Visitation will be held one hour before the service. Masks will be required for
the service. The service will be available via live stream on the funeral home’s website.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to the Fargo Garden Society and Hospice of the
Red River Valley.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - October 06, 2020 at 07:32 PM

“

Craig and Suzanne, your mother was a very special individual and I have many
memories of family gatherings whether at our grandparent's home, one of the aunts
and uncles or our parents home. One of my special memories is when I was in high
school and active in the FHA (Future Homemakers of America) I was a state officer
and attended events in Fargo. For one meeting I rode the bus to Fargo and Char and
Ray picked me up at the bus station and took me to their small apartment for dinner
before taking me to the NDSU campus where the officers were being housed. I have
always remembered that, a very gracious couple. I
My mother, Emma, had great memories of the trip to Florida with Char, Karon, Aunt
Bertha and Aunt Lydia. She talked about that trip often, I was so pleased she was
able to travel with them, she loved it. Char had a life well lived and was well loved.

Sharon Kleingartner - October 27, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

Dear Craig and Suzanne.
I am so sad to hear about your Mother's death. She was a lovely, loving lady.
Best to you and your family.
Cindy Nelson Purdy

Cindy N Purdy - October 14, 2020 at 08:29 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear that Char has passed away. She lead her life with so much
zeal, and so much love. She enjoyed doing or trying just about anything and would
light up a room with much laughter as she shared something joyous in her life or had
a funny story to tell. She will be missed - along with gardening skills. She loved to
invite friends for coffee to enjoy her beautiful yard she passionately cared for. Her
memories will live on in the hearts of many of us!
Cathy Hanson

Cathy Hanson - October 09, 2020 at 11:02 AM

“

Char was a steadying influence in a lot of lives. She always tried to project a positive
image, but proved she was only human when she (very) occasionally would get
frustrated with someone's boneheaded decision. But then she'd deal with it in a
positive way, somehow making the best of the situation. I've thought of her often in
the years since I left, and I will miss her. I know you will be at peace Char because
you will be with Ray.

Grant Crawford - October 09, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

What a wonderful friend I had at First Lutheran Church and in the Fargo Garden
Society. Many fun times together. Deep Sympathy to her family.

Mary Rasmussen - October 09, 2020 at 09:30 AM

“

I am so saddened to hear about Char's death. I worked at NDSU for several years
and was always excited for the IT sponsored United Way silent auction on
Halloween. Char would donate a fresh flower bouquet once a month for the summer
months. I would always go back and make sure that I was the high bidder on her
donation. By the time that spring came and Char brought in her beautiful
arrangements I would have forgotten about it. It was always so great to see Char and
her flowers!
Such a nice lady!

Sharon Lane - October 08, 2020 at 11:03 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Charlotte Arlis
Maas.

October 08, 2020 at 09:23 PM

“

Craig and Suzanne
Extending sympathy to you all. Sorry to heart about Char's passing - I remember her
as a very bubbly person - always had a smile. She is now with her love of life, Ray.
Take care - hugs
Karen Carlsrud

Karen Carlsrud - October 08, 2020 at 08:33 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Charlotte's passing. We were friends in high school and
lived only a few blocks from each other. It was so great to visit with her at our class
reunions over the years, something I really looked forward to. She didn't seem to
change, which was refreshing. Charlotte was a great classmate and friend. Always
so cheerful and full of energy. She is missed. Praying for comfort and peace for her
family.
Janice (Hopland) Parfit
Star, Idaho

Janice Parfit - October 08, 2020 at 03:57 PM

“

Karon & David Orr and family purchased the Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses
for the family of Charlotte Arlis Maas.

Karon Orr - October 08, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Charlotte Arlis Maas.

October 08, 2020 at 10:29 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Char's passing, she was such a special lady. She was always
so friendly and kind to me, and the most gracious host. I remember Ray telling me
once she had the gift of hospitality, and he was right. I enjoyed our visits over cups of
coffee when I would come to pick up my Mary Kay order, and of course a tour of her
beautiful home at Christmastime and her many and varied trees throughout her
home. She had a flair for bringing beauty to all her living spaces, inside and out, as
her yard was a gardeners dream. Sending prayers of peace and comfort to her
family, she will be greatly missed, until we meet again.

Carla St.Germain - October 07, 2020 at 04:43 PM

“

Carla lit a candle in memory of Charlotte Arlis Maas

Carla - October 07, 2020 at 04:34 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers for all.

Tami Letcher-Berger - October 06, 2020 at 09:28 PM

“

I'm very sorry to hear we've lost Char. She laughed so much and always saw the
funny or ironic side of things, even challenging news. She was industrious and such
a gracious host and always made the spaces and lives around her brighter and more
beautiful. -Dan Maas

Dan Maas - October 06, 2020 at 07:40 PM

“

My happy happy memories are too many to list, but I can tell you how she had a way
of always making me feel special . She told me in so many ways how important I was
to her. Whenever we went on a trip, whether it were a plane, bus, ship or car - she
would always grab my hand as we were heading out, and say "I am so happy you
are with me on this trip" and "we are on another adventure"! Wow - there were quite
a few adventures. No words can express how much I will miss her. She made our
Christmases so special. My gifts were always wrapped with sparkly paper, big bows
and lots of love. She loved my family and always expressed how much. She not only
included me on these trips, but many times our Mother would be with us, and even
Dad and also our Aunts on a fabulous time in Orlando at Disney World and all the
other parks. We weren't always close, but as time passed, that changed. We loved
so much of the same things and entertainment. She invited me on a trip to New York
with her church, and I met so many fabulous women as well as dear Pastor Laurie
from her church. These ventures changed my life and made me look at the world in a
much larger picture. Love you Char and you will remain in my heart forever. May you
rest in peace and remember to say "hi" to Mom, Dad and Ray and all our family and
friends who are there.

Karon Orr - October 06, 2020 at 07:36 PM

