Rev. Carrol Arnold Tollefson
July 21, 1922 - July 15, 2021

Funeral service will be livestreamed here https://vimeo.com/576830733
Carrol's tribute video can be viewed here. https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/F7X
KCQ37CS5HYM5H
Pastor C.A. Tollefson died July 15, 2021 in Fargo, ND.
He was born July 21, 1922, to George and Hulda (Anderson) Tollefson in Plaza, ND. On
the family farm, Carrol took on many responsibilities after his dad’s death when Carrol was
only 16 years old. Thus began his lifelong love of the land and its fruit. He graduated from
Concordia College in 1950, remaining a loyal Cobber all his life. He then enrolled in Luther
Seminary, St. Paul, MN, where he graduated in May 1953. During his studies at Luther
Seminary, he was sent to Concordia Lutheran Church, northeast Minneapolis, where he
met a young widow named Helen Schansberg Eggan. They married August 9, 1952, and
he became a father to 10-year-old Judy. One summer he worked for the Pillsbury Co.
loading boxcars, while Helen had already worked at General Mills for 7 years. This began
the ongoing war between Betty Crocker and the Pillsbury Dough Boy.
He accepted his first call to a four-point parish in Fillmore, ND. There, he and Helen were
blessed with the birth of three daughters. Helen and Carrol and family moved to a threepoint parish in Enderlin, ND in August 1958. All four daughters graduated from Enderlin
High School. Here, Carrol found wonderful opportunities to serve such as Kiwanis, city
council, and the board of Southeast Mental Health Services. As a pastor, he was always
interested in peoples' spiritual journey along with emotional and mental health issues.
Through the generosity of the people of Enderlin, Carrol and Helen traveled to Norway to
visit their foreign exchange student, Gro Haaverson and her family, as well as visiting their
ancestral homes.
In the fall of 1975, Carrol accepted a call to First Lutheran Church, Fargo, as visitation

pastor. In this role, he was privileged to address the needs of senior citizens, those
hospitalized, homebound, or in nursing facilities. He retired from First Lutheran in August
of 1987.
In Fargo, Carrol once again embraced a life of ministry through involvement in teaching
the 55 Alive driving program through AARP, serving on the board of both Nokomis and
Bethany, serving as a voting judge at many elections, donating blood, and volunteering
thousands of hours at Merit Care Hospital. There he was known as "the popcorn man!"
Over the years, Carrol was honored to baptize many babies, perform numerous weddings,
confirm several folks, sit by bedsides of the sick, offer communion to everyone, and be the
calm voice as a loved one was laid to rest. He truly enjoyed every aspect of a pastor’s life.
While in Fargo, Carrol and Helen were fortunate enough to attend events involving their
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and numerous activities with their four daughters.
In retirement, Carrol served as interim pastor at Osterdalen Lutheran Church, Argusville,
until that church was closed. After Helen passed away in February 2010, Carrol continued
to volunteer at MeritCare Hospital. Due to health reasons, he moved to Bethany
Retirement Home where he died on July 15, 2021.
He is preceded in death by his parents, brothers Elmer and Art, sisters Gladys, Alice and
Clarice; his wife Helen, granddaughters, Melissa and Andresa Carlson. He is survived by
his daughters, Judy Coughlin, Mary (Bob) Stenson, Becki Tollefson, all Fargo, and Martha
Tollefson, Tucson, AZ; grandchildren, Mark Coughlin, Fargo, Julie (Donnie) Becker,
Washburn, Janelle (Lance) Kistner, Sabin, MN, Shanna (Osvaldo) de la Torre, Brooklyn
Center, MN, and Elisa (Yoran) Marchione, Heber City, UT. He was a loving great
grandfather to Ava Kistner and Kiera Becker.
Carrol's requests were memorials to Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN or Concordia College,
Moorhead, MN.
Blessed be the memory of Carrol Tollefson. "Whether we live or whether we die, we are
the Lord's”.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 21, 2021 at 03:32 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 21, 2021 at 03:32 PM

“

My heart nudged me to check the website today, and now I see why. I can only
imagine what his welcome in Heaven looked liked. Reading his obituary confirms, he
enjoyed a life full of service to his Lord. May he rest in sweet peace. Wrapping my
arms around you, Becky.

Katie Gross - July 29, 2021 at 08:00 AM

“

To the Carrol Tollefson family,
This is from an old time Enderlin First Lutheran friend, Margaret Dagman:
The Tollefson family was such an important part of Vernon, our family and my life.
You meant so much to us. All of our family remembers wonderful times with Pastor
Tollefson and family! We were close friends and felt that warmth at church, Sunday
school, circle, and all of the church organizations along with Enderlin community
work and events.
We are thankful that God put you in our lives for so many years as a faithful pastor,
friend and a guide to our faith. Your family was as close as our family. We cherish all
the days we had with you. There is a big part of our hearts that belong to you and
your family.
Many more words are in our hearts. We would love to give you hugs. So happy I
visited with two of the girls at the Enderlin all class reunion June 26, 2021!
Our deepest sympathy to the family of Pastor Tollefson. He was truly a man of God!
Sincerely,
Margaret Dagman and family
304 Center, Apt 1
Enderlin, ND 58027

MARGARET DAGMAN - July 22, 2021 at 06:27 PM

“

Dear Family of Pastor Tollefson,
My husband and I spent several years at First Lutheran and we so enjoyed Pastor
Tollefson--he was always smiling and so friendly! I remember my parents visiting with
us one Sunday and when I introduced my mother (whose name was Carol), he said
what a wonderful name she had, then laughed and said that was his name, too! I
also remember him counseling us--we were newly wed and needed help! He shared
some wonderful stories and helped us forget our problems! And I remember he took
seriously the verses which said, "Greet one another with a holy kiss." May your
memories bring you smiles and "happy tears" and may you sense the Lord's
presence and peace. The Lord certainly did satisfy him with a long life!
In Christ's love,
Janine Hanson
PS. I graduated from Concordia in 1976 and I believe that might be the same year
that Mary graduated (?)

Janine Hanson - July 22, 2021 at 06:15 PM

“

I remember how welcoming your family was when we moved to Enderlin to accept
the call at the "other" Lutheran church. I was only five, but those memories stand out.
I am very sorry for your loss.

Alisa Hilde - July 22, 2021 at 04:20 PM

“

We grew up with Pastor Tollefson confirmation thru our marriage vows. He always
remember that I sang at our ceremony as well as the date. I think last Year was the
first time we didn't get a card! We often crossed paths at red lobster and had good
visits. Danielle often brought home extra popcorn as he said he knew her dad liked it!
Because of Bruce's transplant and new variant we don't dare to share in person, but
are online and have you in our prayers.

Karen and Bruce Scheie - July 22, 2021 at 02:20 PM

“

My prayers are with all the family at this time. My finest memory of Pastor was when I
was a guest at confirmation class with my friends. He made me feel very welcome
and I learned more about faith and life in that hour than I would ever have imagined.

Ann McMahon Romsdahl - July 22, 2021 at 08:29 AM

“

My condolences to the family on the loss of a wonderful man. When you lived in
Enderlin, he and my dad grew to be really good friends through bowling or
something, which I don't remember for sure. My dad was Oscar Oeder. When Dad
passed away, we asked your dad to come to Enderlin to assist with his funeral even
though it was in the Catholic church. Those memories were so special, and your
Dad's kindness has never been forgotten. My thoughts and prayers go out to you. I
remember Judy most of all from high school choir back in the day.
Terri Oeder Cleveland
EHS Class of '62

Terri Oeder Cleveland - July 21, 2021 at 10:37 PM

“

Pastor Tollefson was an integral part of my life for many years. From weekly church
services, confirmation, to marrying me, to the birth of my children, and ended with the
death of my father. He was always so pleasant and kind. He had a gift with people.
God got a helper in heaven with him.
Our thoughts and prayers are with your family.
Donna (Kemmer) Utke

Donna Utke - July 21, 2021 at 03:44 PM

“

My deepest condolences to all the family.
I remember him visiting me in the hospital in 1990. I was so pleasantly surprised
since I hadn't seen him since 1975--but he had recognized my name and came to
pray with me.
Gloria (Gillund) Jacob

Gloria Gillund Jacob - July 21, 2021 at 12:54 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Rev. Carrol Arnold Tollefson.

July 21, 2021 at 10:48 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers are with you. purchased the Tender Tribute for the family of
Rev. Carrol Arnold Tollefson.

Thoughts and prayers are with you. - July 19, 2021 at 06:04 PM

“

Judy, Mary, Becki, and Martha--my sympathy on the death of your Dad. Judy, you'll
have to tell your sisters who I am--your friend and a former Enderlin Eagle!
Our family went to Trinity Lutheran in Enderlin, but my parents moved to Fargo in
1976. Whenever my dad was in the hospital, Pastor Tollefson was right there. He and
my dad loved to visit and tease one another--both being jokesters, they had a great
time. Your dad was such a kind man--blessed be his memory.

marlys Liebenow Aubol - July 19, 2021 at 09:27 AM

“

Judy and family, Mom told me about your Dad's passing. Our sympathy to all of you.
Reading his obituary,your Dad was a remarkable man. Peace and love to you all....Pam
Ottesen and Della Barton.
Pam Ottesen - July 20, 2021 at 08:38 PM

“

My deepest condolences to you all.
I remember fondly being surprised by him visiting me in the hospital in 1990--I hadn't seen
him since 1975, but he recognized my name and came in to pray with me.
Gloria (Gillund) Jacob
Gloria Jacob - July 21, 2021 at 12:35 PM

“

Dear Tollefson family. I got to know you all when staying in your home Enderlin when I was
an AFS student1972-73. I am very thankful for Dad Carrol and his inclusive-and fine
personality. I think Carrol was one of those who made me study theology and become a
pastor in the Lutheran church of Norway. I will remember him and mumTollefson the rest of
my life. It was good to see them and the Schoenberg sisters in Norway in the mid 1970ties.
All the best, love and peace to you all.
Gro Haaversen Barth
Gro Haaversen Barth - July 21, 2021 at 01:10 PM

“

Judy, Mary, Becki, and Martha - thank you for sharing both your dad and your mom
with so many of us for so many years. They shined with JOY, compassion, empathy
and kindness. My son, Cullen, got to know your dad when Cullen worked at Bethany.
Cullen has never forgotten your dad and mentions him with such admiration and
inspiration. You are all in my thoughts.
Janis D. Anderson

Janis D. Anderson - July 18, 2021 at 01:19 PM

“

So many memories of such a wonderful man. I remember growing up in Enderlin and
attending church, Sunday School, Bible School, choir and every missionary film slide
show. My favorite Pastor Tollefson memory was his amazing ability to remember
everyone's name. What a tremendous blessing...one I don't possess. Heartfelt
sympathy to the family, especially Mart, Becky and Martha. Your dad made the world
a better place.
Alane (Schlecht) Grosz

Alane Grosz - July 18, 2021 at 12:05 PM

“

A life well lived and loved. He was such an example of servant leadership.
I remember him a such a kind gentleman.
God bless your family as you say farewell for now.

Kay Feeney Elvrum - July 18, 2021 at 10:06 AM

“

I will never forget Him.Thank you.From Richard Johnson.

Richard Johnson - July 17, 2021 at 04:38 PM

“

I worked as a CNA at Bethany in Fargo for about a year and was fortunate enough to
spend many evenings with Carrol. He remembered my grandparents and mother as
parishioners at the Enderlin church. His memory was impeccable!
He was always kind. I cherished every visit we had and I know everyone else on the
floor felt the same. I am sorry for his family’s loss, and I am proud to have known
him. My condolences, I will never forget him.

Cullen Hoglund - July 17, 2021 at 12:19 AM

“

I will never forget Pastor Tollefson. He visited my grandfather,Fred Johnson,so often when I
was there for daily lunches for three years in high school. Of course, I remember him from
years before and after. Going to Bible school in summer before we relocated to Enderlin.
Coming back as an adult and he came to Fort Ransom one year for a family reunion and
we had the privilege of a service with him. I knew he loved our family, as we him. I can see
my grandfather sitting with his arm up on the corner of the pew about 6 rows up from the
front. What a wonderful family your Mom,Dad,and all of you were to have at First
Lutheran...Thank you.. Paulette Johnson Lee
Paulette Johnson Lee - July 19, 2021 at 04:45 AM

“

I worked as a CNA at Bethany in Fargo for about a year and was fortunate enough to
spend many evenings with Carrol. He remembered my grandparents and mother as
parishioners at the Enderlin church. His memory was impeccable!
He was always kind. I cherished every visit we had and I know everyone else on the
floor felt the same. I am sorry for his family’s loss, and I am proud to have known
him. My condolences, I will never forget him.

Cullen Hoglund - July 17, 2021 at 12:14 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear this ,,, This wonderful man confirmed me, performed my
marriage ceremony ... babtised my children ... and when my mother was dying gave
me a big hug and let me cry on his shoulder in the hospital .
Always there for me and he will not be forgotten

helen abrahamson - July 16, 2021 at 09:47 PM

“

Very sorry to hear about Pastor Tollefson's death. He was truly a wonderful and
caring man. He touched many lives in his life and will be remembered and cherished
by all.

Sue (Sly) Rau - July 16, 2021 at 09:42 PM

“

Judy, Mary, Becky and Martha, I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your dad. I
certainly remember Pastor Tollefson well. He was my Pastor for many years. I spent
lots of time at your house Judy. I enjoyed both your mom and your dad. Savor the
memories. May God help you through your grief! R.I.P. pastor,
Karen Gunderson Ormiston

Karen Gunderson Ormiston - July 16, 2021 at 09:17 PM

