Carol Elaine Wild
February 17, 1947 - March 12, 2020

Carol E. (Nelson) Wild, 73, died peacefully on March 12, 2020, at Rosewood on Broadway
in Fargo under the care of Hospice of the Red River Valley.
She was born February 17, 1947, in Valley City, ND, the only daughter of Alf and Margaret
(Hoiberg) Nelson. She grew up on her family farm near Kathryn, ND and graduated in
1968 from Valley City State College. She started her career as an educator at Woodrow
Wilson Elementary School in Fargo where she met and later married her husband, Larry
E. Wild, of Bemidji, MN. She taught first grade for the majority of her 35-year career at
Lincoln Elementary School. Carol also found time to earn a Master’s in Science Education
in 1998 while raising a family and teaching full-time.
Together, Carol and Larry, raised 3 children; Michael, Jennifer and Sarah with whom she
shared her love of music, literature, art and travel. She had a passion for the arts and
shared a number of her varied talents: singing in the Olivet Lutheran Church choir, playing
piano for the New Horizons Band, quilting, sewing and calligraphy. Hand-in-hand, she and
Larry travelled the world, volunteered with many organizations and spent time with their
much-loved grandchildren.
She had a great tenderness for children and touched the lives of many.
Carol is survived by her children; Michael Wild of Fargo, ND, Jennifer (Aaron) Wild of St.
Paul, MN, and Sarah (Jonathan) Stout of Chapel Hill, NC; 8 grandchildren, Aberlee, Ana
and Ava Wild, Harper and Isla Ferguson, Owen, Cooper and Harrison Stout; and her
brother Dale Nelson of Kathryn, ND. She is proceeded in death by her husband of 48
years, Larry; her parents Alf and Margaret; and three brothers Glen, Allan and Mark
Nelson.
The family would like to give a special thanks to Rosewood on Broadway and Hospice of
the Red River Valley for the excellent care they provided to her in the end of her life.

A funeral service will be held at Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home in Fargo, ND on
Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 2:00 P.M., with a visitation starting at 1:00 P.M. Burial will be
at Riverside Cemetery, Fargo, ND.
Memories and condolences may be shared at www.hansonrunsvold.com.
Arrangements by Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
Fargo, ND.
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Comments

“

To the family of Carol Wild-- I am so sorry to hear that Carol has passed away. Judy
(Lade) Stahl and graduated in the same class at College High School in Valley City,
ND, with Carol. She also attended VCSU at the same time I did. I was reading the
VCSU Alumni Bulletin today (10-30-2020) and was shocked to see her name in the
"remembrance" page. I used to receive a Christmas letter from her but perhaps it has
been a few years since I had last heard from her. She was an attendant at my
wedding in 1967. I remember one time that another friend of ours in high school
decided to ride our bikes out south of Valley City near the farm where Carol grew up
near Fingal. It must have been ten miles or more on a gravel road using bikes with
no extra gears. By the time we got there we were too exhausted to bike back to
Valley City so her parents gave us and our bikes a ride back. She was a good friend
and good student in school as well. I think the last I saw her was when I attended a
band concert in Fargo that my husband's brother-in-law was in and Carol played the
keyboard.

Judy Stahl - October 30, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

Ruth & Marissa purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Carol
Elaine Wild.

Ruth & Marissa - March 25, 2020 at 02:34 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 18, 2020 at 12:00 PM

“

Michael, Jenny, and Sarah,
I first got to know your mom as our daughter Molly’s first grade teacher. She loved
her teacher and her school experience so much that she didn’t even want to have
vacation days. That would not have happened had she not had such a caring and
inspiring teacher. Molly, who has also chosen education as her career, sends her
condolences.
Little did I know that this wonderful lady would become my own mentor, teaching
partner, and cherished friend. When I returned to college as an “older than average”
student to pick up a second major, Carol became my supervising teacher. Her
patience and gentle manner became a goal I wanted for my classroom. We were
able to continue this relationship when I became part of the staff at Lincoln
elementary. I knew I could always go to her for problem-solving solutions and
encouragement.
We also had lots and lots of fun! We made memories to keep us smiling for years to
come. We performed fairy tale plays when our students needed a study break. We
had Christmas cookie exchange sessions and met for picnics at the park with our
own kids. More recently I would sit by your folks for Sunday services at Olivet.
Your mom loved you so much and you and you dad made her life joyful and
complete.
God bless.
Denise Williams

Denise Williams - March 17, 2020 at 01:40 PM

“

Our condolences to all of you. We have known your folks for many years. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you today and in days to come. We are so sad not to
be able to attend services today but have chosen to remain at home.
Jan and Fraser Harrison.

jan harrison - March 17, 2020 at 11:02 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Carol Elaine Wild.

March 16, 2020 at 09:58 PM

“

32 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 16, 2020 at 09:24 PM

“

160 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 15, 2020 at 07:17 PM

“

Your mom was my 1st grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary in 1980, and I have very
fond memories of her. She had beautiful handwriting on the chalkboard and was a
reassuring presence for us as we adjusted to all-day school. I celebrate her life with
you - God bless you all. Dale Shook

Dale Shook - March 15, 2020 at 12:27 PM

“

Carol and Larry were neighbors to my family for most of our childhood. Absolutely
the best neighbors one could ask for. Carl was such a sweet soul and such a caring
mother to all. Now you can go for walks with Larry again. RIP sweet Carol

Ron Fick - March 15, 2020 at 11:48 AM

“

Very sorry to hear. All our condolences to your family from you neighbors the Fick’s

Danielle Fick-Finseth - March 15, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Dear Wild Family members,
As a fellow retired teacher and administrator with the Fargo Schools I wish to send
you my deepest sympathies and those of Carol (and Larry's) fellow retired teachers.
Both of your parents brought great joy and life to their classrooms and their
colleagues. Carol was always a gentle hand to the children she taught while
providing a strong and deliberate structure that lead the child from one learning to
the next. To gave given to FPS two such strong and delightful teachers is a gift our
system holds with great honor. I am reminded of this quote, "...to love someone is to
know their song, and when they can no longer sing to sing it for them."
We thank you for sharing your mother and allowing us to continue to sing her song.
Fargo Retired Teachers Association

Nancy Jordheim - March 15, 2020 at 11:06 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Carol Elaine Wild.

March 14, 2020 at 09:44 PM

“

I was a music teacher at Horace Mann and Lincoln and got acquainted with both
your mom and dad. Wonderful people. Always fun to reconnect at Olivet. I am so
sorry that you have lost both your parents already. May you be blessed memories of
Carol's goodness.
Lucy Haugen Wade

Lucille M Wade - March 14, 2020 at 04:12 PM

