Carl Rodlund
April 10, 1937 - January 23, 2021

Carl's service will be livestreamed here: https://vimeo.com/505242663
Carl DeVon Rodlund of West Fargo, ND passed away on Saturday, January 23, 2021 at S
anford Medical Center in the presence of his beloved family. He was born in Lisbon, ND to
Carl and Olga Rodlund on April 10, 1937.
Carl graduated from Lisbon High School in 1955 where he was a star athlete, lettering in t
hree sports, and president of his class for three years. His proudest athletic accomplishme
nt was fouling out in basketball game in under two minutes. His letterman's sweater in part
of a permanent display at the North Dakota Heritage Center. Carl graduated from UND wit
h Bachelor's and Master's degrees in Guidance and Counseling. He worked as a school c
ounselor in various ND schools and then entered into mental health administration. He reti
red in 1999 as the North Dakota Assistant Director of Mental Health. He always maintaine
d his favorite job was retirement.
Carl is survived by his high school sweetheart and wife of 62 years, Norma; three children,
Mary Jayne Christianson (Kevin) of Poynette, WI; Mark Rodlund (Emmy Opskar) of James
town, ND; and Karla Heinrich (Dana) of West Fargo, ND; three siblings-in-law, Mary Thom
ason; Mark Thomason (Barbara); and Leellen Thomason (Jack Gabriel); six grandchildre
n, Jaren and Kyle Christianson, Devon and Hannah Rodlund, and Martha and Grace Hein
rich; three great-grandchildren, JJ and Ily Christianson, and Serenity Porter; and numerou
s nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and grandnephews.
Carl was active in the Bismarck Mandan Elks Club, becoming an Exalted Ruler and State
President. He was named a Fellow of the American Association of Mental Deficiency and
was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award from the North Dakota Association of Mental
Retardation. His favorite activities were visiting with friends and family, reading, golf, and p
laying cribbage (he never had a 29 point hand). Carl also complained frequently that the M
innesota Vikings were not playing up to their potential. People considered him a consumm
ate host, always ready to make a cocktail from his liquor cabinet at home or his "medicine

chest" when away. Carl told many stories, sometimes even true ones. His youngest daugh
ter, niece, and nephew loved his made-up Scandinavian stories starring "Karlavich", "Beck
yvich", and "Ericski".
He was preceded in death by his parents and half-siblings, Esther Rivenes, Norma Christi
anson, Marvin Swanson, and Mike Swanson; and brother-in-law, Charles "Chuck" Thomas
on.
A private funeral for Carl will be held at 2pm, Wednesday, January 27, 2021 and will be liv
estreamed on the funeral home website. He will be interred at the Oakwood Cemetery in L
isbon, ND.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Bismarck Mandan Elks Charitable Trust or
a charity of your choice.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - January 27 at 09:36 AM

“

My grandfather was a wonderful man that truly thought of others before himself.
Every interaction he had throughout the day he made the other person feel special
and appreciated. A checkout girl asked, "How are you today, sir?" Instead of the
canned, "fine" he replied, "I'm somewhere between terrific and AWESOME!!" She
laughed and he thanked her for her inquiry, but it was more important to know how
she was... That was Carl Rodlund, a man that wanted to know how your day was and
how he could make it better. - Jaren Christianson Sr

Jaren Christianson - January 27 at 04:00 PM

“

Norma & Family,
Our condolences to you all on the passing of Carl. Carl was a supportive friend &
parent to me, especially when I was teaching his children at Mandan High School.
He was an integral member of First Lutheran Church of Mandan as well. May you all
find comfort in the many memories you have of Carl, and may he rest peacefully in
the arms of our Savior.

Jeanne House - January 27 at 02:12 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy to Norma and family. There will always be fond memories of
him from the old Mandan neighborhood growing up. Our thoughts and prayers are
with your family.
Jeff & Joan Dietz

Jeff Dietz - January 27 at 02:05 PM

“

Our most sincere sympathy to you, Norma and family, in the loss of Carl. What a kind
and sweet fellow. Always had the time to stop and say "Hello" and visit with anyone
along the way. We so appreciate our visits with both of you on our way home from
our visits in the Cities with our daughter and family. God Bless and take care. We
look forward to Carl's service that will be streamed this afternoon. Ralph & Naida
Feland

Naida & Ralph Feland - January 27 at 01:19 PM

“

Our sympathies to you Norma and your family. Not sure if you remember us, Terry
and Carl together were on Trinity church council. Terry reminisced how much he
enjoyed their conversations. In getting to know Carl, we met you. We missed you in
Bismarck but were fortunate to see you in Fargo a couple of times. Blessings and
hugs

Terry & Sharon Mertz - January 27 at 10:31 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Carl Rodlund.

January 27 at 05:06 AM

“

Condolences to the family.

Ryan & Stacy Reitmeier - January 26 at 10:45 PM

“

Dearest Norma, my heart goes out to you in the loss of your awesome husband! I
mostly remember what a great dancer he was. Always enjoyed watching the two of
you. Know you are in my prayers in the coming days!
Sincerely, Linda Oswald

Linda Oswald - January 26 at 07:31 PM

“

Dear Norma and family ,
Just love the picture of Carl in here. That exact smile and kindness in his eyes shows
the man he was. Although it’s been many years since we all were in the old
neighborhood, the fond memories are clear in my mind. Carl always had genuine
interest in those around and such a fun laugh !! He is now happy and healthy with
Jesus but it is still painful for those left here. Sending prayers for you all and a special
hug for Norma !! Love, Susan (Dietz) Henley

Susan Dietz Henley - January 26 at 07:13 PM

“

Norma and family, So sorry to hear of Carl’s passing. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you during this difficult time. Bill and Marilyn Wilson.

Marilyn Wilson - January 26 at 04:56 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of Devon (as we knew him). He was a kind and gentle man. He
has loved you for many years, Norma. I had not realized all of his accomplishments.
He was so deserved of them. I am sure he will tap your shoulder from time to time. It
was a pleasure knowing him for 67 years or so. Bless you and family. Donna
Gamache.

Donna Gamache - January 26 at 01:35 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at the difficult time. Jim and Donna Mellmer

Donna Mellmer - January 26 at 12:52 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Carl Rodlund.

January 26 at 12:20 PM

“

Norma and family, my condolences go out to you in this difficult time. I had the
pleasure of having Carl as my mentor when I started in the Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services Division back in 1998. He taught me so much during the
short time we got to work together. His kindness, humor, and friendship helped make
me who I am today. I will forever cherish the good times, laughter, and memories of
traipsing across the state to work with the human service centers and across the
country to defend the block grant. God Bless!

Lauren Sauer - January 26 at 11:24 AM

“

Rodlund family, sorry for your loss, Prayers for you & yours. I knew Carl from several
years in the Mandan Elks, as I also was A PER. I also feel your loss as, My Wife
JoAnn died this past Veteran's Day

Don Fuerstenberg - January 26 at 08:45 AM

“

Norma and Family...
Please accept our condolences on the death of our friend Carl. We worked together
as Funeral Assistants at Eastgate’s for several years. What a good man Carl was!
Always friendly, willing to go the extra mile, great with people, and a gentleman to a
fault. He had quite a life and certainly left his mark.
John and Delaine Kambeitz

John Kambeitz - January 26 at 08:34 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Carl Rodlund.

January 25 at 05:41 PM

“

Liz lit a candle in memory of Carl Rodlund

Liz - January 25 at 11:39 AM

“

So sorry for the loss of your loved one Carl. He was such a warm and friendly
person. We will miss him. He sat in front of us in church and would tease us about
making sure John was behaving. I liked to rub his shiny bald head and tell him that it
was for good luck.
John and Vonnie Sandland

Vonnie Sandland - January 25 at 09:03 AM

“

We’re so sorry to hear of Carl’s passing, Norma. He was a fine person and such fun to visit
with at our Sunday morning breakfasts after Church. We miss him. You and all your family
are in out thoughts and prayers.

Dan and Karen Nielsen
Dan and Karen Nielsen - January 25 at 12:36 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of this great man. Ages ago, I worked with Carl. His smile & good
cheer would brighten our day. His bright star will be shining down upon us. RIP, Carl.
GLORIA HEINZ - January 26 at 01:34 PM

“

My friend Norma. I'm certainly thinking about you today. It is 10 years since I lost Mark so I
still know what it feels like. You are in my prayers for comfort and love. Bless Carl who is
now with his Lord. I sure remember you both sitting in front of me at Trinity. When you are
up to it , let's get together. Blessings, Jeanette Radig
Jeannette Radig - January 27 at 03:21 PM

