Bradley Joel Strand
May 16, 1960 - October 19, 2019

Bradley Joel Strand, 59, of Fargo, ND ascended to Heaven on Saturday, October 19,
2019 from home of natural causes. Brad was born at St. Luke’s Hospital, Fargo, ND on
May 16, 1960 to Milton and Darlene (Peterson) Strand of Fargo, ND.
Brad attended school at Horace Mann Elementary, Ben Franklin Junior High, and
graduated from Fargo North High School in 1978. He was passionate about athletics,
lettering in hockey and tennis. Furthering his education, he attended college at St. Cloud
State University. Brad was a life-long learner; he loved music, reading, and enjoyed
attending lectures and taking Communiversity classes at Concordia College. He had a
variety of interesting jobs. He worked in Sun Valley, Idaho so he could ski after work. Brad
also worked for the Lane County Fire Department in Oregon and had some harrowing
experiences fighting forest fires. Brad was an avid outdoorsman and was happiest when
outside golfing, running, camping, biking, hiking or mountain scrambling. His highlights
were tackling the Appalachian Trail, Harney Peak, the Three Sisters, and Mount Rainier.
Brad loved family gatherings and spending time with his nieces, nephews, grandnieces
and grandnephews. He always wanted to know everything about their activities and loved
watching them perform or enjoyed playing a game of catch or whiffle ball with them.
Brad is survived by his mother, Darlene (Dolly) Strand; brother, Rick (Janet) Strand,
Jacksonville, FL, sister, Paula (Ken) Kelly, West Fargo, ND, brother, Jeff (Reneece)
Strand, Sioux Falls, SD; nine nieces and nephews and seventeen great-nieces and
nephews.
Brad is preceded in death by his father, Milton (Milt) Strand. Brad spoke often of how
deeply Milton’s faith and love for God impacted him and their reunification in the Lord’s
heavenly home is a source of comfort for his family.
Memorials may be sent to Olivet Lutheran Church Radio Fund.
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Comments

“

Brad was one of the Coliseum rink rats back in the 70's along with myself. We were
eventually teammates on the Fargo North hockey team. As I recall, he wore a size 3
skate. But that made little difference on the ice. As a defense-men, he would go into
the corners and battle guys twice his size. He was a fast and smooth skater, as well
as a stick handler. I don't think I ever ran across him after high school, more the pity.
Rest in peace Brad.
-Kevin Black

Kevin Black - October 28 at 09:17 AM

“

I remember Brad as an excellent hockey player. He played defense, we spent many
hours on the ice through the years from city leagues, traveling teams and North High
hockey. I will miss not having the opportunity to see him again after leaving high
school. He is indelibly in my memory as one of the nicest, brightest, kindest,
toughest, talented most personable friends I have known. He was not quiet, not
boisterous, just a good kid, one of the best I ever knew from the North Side of Fargo.
Peace to you my excellent friend, Peace to you.

Coop - October 24 at 12:50 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Bradley Joel Strand.

October 23 at 04:40 PM

“

Thinking of you, Dolly.. Losing a child is heartbreaking ..Patti Pratt

Patti Pratt - October 23 at 11:29 AM

“

Love, Beth purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Bradley
Joel Strand.

Love, Beth - October 23 at 08:20 AM

“

Dolly I’m sorry to hear about Brad.

Gary Kanwischet - October 21 at 10:47 PM

“

I am so sorry and saddened to hear of Brad's passing. Teachers and coaches aren't
supposed to have favorites but we always do. Brad was at the top of my list! I
remember this thin little sophomore defenseman that held his own with anyone on
the rink. He was such a fluid and smooth skater and was a natural on the ice. I loved
his sense of humor and recall him telling me on several occasions that his goal in life
was to get a nice truck, a dog and a little Coleman stove and head out into the
hinterland to enjoy all of God's green acres. It's comforting to know that this was the
way that he was able to live his life. It's just so sad that he didn't have more time but
I'm sure he touched many, many people on his 59 year journey! As I write this with
tears streaming down my face, I thank God that I had the chance to be a small part
of this wonderful mans life. Safe travels, Bradley! I love you buddy and I'll never
forget you!
Don Dumais

Don Dumais - October 21 at 10:14 PM

“

Very much a shock. While we lost touch many years ago he was a good friend and
we spent a lot of time together. I remember him well (and Sage), tennis, lemonade at
your house, coming out to Oregon such a long time ago. I am sad and sorry for your
loss.
Dolly, I hope you are doing as well can be expected under the circumstances. I'm
sorry I can't make it back there for the service. I do wish you and your family the
best.
Scott Nelson

Scott Nelson - October 21 at 09:13 PM

“

Very sad to hear about the loss of Brad. I have many good memories of hanging out
many years ago!! I'm unable to be there this week but know I will be thinking of you
and praying for the family.
Nancy (Thompson) Slotten

Nancy Slotten - October 21 at 04:22 PM

“

I will remember Brad as one of the most talented, likable people I've ever known.
Wonderful sense of humor, a terrific natural athlete and so much fun to be around. When I
was a senior at North High, I was lucky to have Brad as my defense partner. Brad was a
skinny sophomore, not 120 pounds dripping wet. I was glad to look out for Brad on the ice,
but he didn't need any help. Smooth skater, clever with the puck and full of confidence.
Years later, when I would return to Fargo to visit family, I would track Brad down and we'd
play tennis. I'm deeply saddened by news of Brad's passing, but I'm thankful that I had the
good fortune to know him. Brad was one of a kind. He will not be forgotten. Dolly, we are
sorry for your loss.
Dave Roos - October 26 at 10:53 AM

