Bradley James Gibb
November 7, 1949 - July 11, 2019

Bradley Gibb, 69, Vergas, Minn., died Thursday, July 11, in an accident at Hawley Airport.
He was an adventurous spirit who lived his life with great passion. He left this world and
flew to heaven doing what he loved, flying his gyrocopter.
Brad was born November 7, 1949, in Fargo, N.D., to Donald and Mary (Vickers) Gibb. He
attended Washington Elementary, Agassiz Junior High, and was a graduate of the last
class of Fargo Central High, where he was a member of the swim team. In high school he
met his future wife Kaylynn (Heth).
He attended the University of North Dakota and was a member of the ATO fraternity. He
left school to work as a plumber for Robert Gibb and Sons Mechanical Contractors, the
third generation in a family business started by his grandfather, Robert. In 1971, Brad and
Kaylynn welcomed their only son, Jason.
Brad resumed his education at Moorhead State University, initially majoring in music. He
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in accounting. After a year working for a bank in New
Mexico, he rejoined the family business as a plumbing and heating estimator. During his
time at Gibb and Sons, the company was awarded many large mechanical contracts in the
region such as West Acres, the Radisson, Fargo Water Treatment Plant, and the highlight
of his 27-year career, the Fargodome.
His love of music began in 1959 when he took organ lessons with his father, played
saxophone in the school band, and briefly played in a garage band with friends. After
retiring, Brad returned to music in 2005, joining the FM Golden Notes New Horizons Band
with Kaylynn. In 2010 they joined the East Valley Pops Orchestra in Mesa, Ariz. They also
enjoyed entertaining at retirement homes, fundraisers, and church.
Brad loved golf, playing year-round after retirement at the Detroit Lakes (Minn.) Executive
course and Fountain of the Sun in Mesa, Ariz. He also enjoyed spending time outdoors
hunting, skiing, boating, and sailing, including many hours on the lakes of Minnesota and

Lake of the Woods.
In the 1980s, Brad became an instrument-rated pilot, owning and operating a Piper
airplane. He later built a fixed-wing ultralight aircraft. After retirement, he realized a lifelong dream and earned his rating as a gyroplane pilot.
Brad is preceded in death by his parents and his brother Scott.
He is survived by his wife, Kaylynn; son, Jason (Pam); grandchildren, Claire and
Alexander, of Moorhead, Minn.; brother, Steve (Lisa) of Rollag, Minn.; sister, Marsha of
Rio Rancho, N.M., and a large extended family of nieces, nephews, cousins, and in-laws.
Brad will be greatly missed.
A celebration of his life will be held July 19 at Detroit Lakes United Methodist Church at 2
p.m. Visitation will be held one hour prior to the service. Burial will be at Riverside
Cemetery in Fargo at a later date. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to a charity of
your choice.

Cemetery

Events

Riverside Cemetery - Fargo JUL
2102 5th St. S.

19

FARGO, ND, 58103

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Detroit Lakes United Methodist
885 Pembina Trail, Detroit Lakes, MN, US, 56501

JUL
19

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Detroit Lakes United Methodist
885 Pembina Trail, Detroit Lakes, MN, US, 56501

Comments

“

Our Deepest Sympathy Kaylynn & Family. Brad golfed with John on Thursdays at
Fountain of the Sun. He will surely be missed. Sincerely, John & Joanne Thomas,
Macklin, Sask. Canada

Joanne Thomas - August 11, 2019 at 07:49 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Bradley James Gibb.

July 25, 2019 at 09:11 PM

“

Kaylynn, deepest sympathies to you and your entire family. What a shock to hear
about Brad. We had such a good time playing in the FM Golden Notes together
under Ed. Brad transposed many pieces of music for me when I started as couldn't
hit those "high notes". I'll remember his as a good friend who shared the same
birthday as me. Cherish the memories..........

marge gourde - July 22, 2019 at 04:34 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Bradley James Gibb.

July 19, 2019 at 06:30 PM

“

Kaylynn and family....so sorry for your loss... I had so much fun doing business for
many years with Brad and his dad .....we had some fun trips out of the country and
was always fun to play golf with ... but most of all I enjoyed his sense of humor God
bless in this tough time Bruce and Char Torkelson

bruce torkelson - July 18, 2019 at 03:58 PM

“

Robert Gibb & Son Inc. purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the family of
Bradley James Gibb.

Robert Gibb & Son Inc. - July 18, 2019 at 11:21 AM

“

Kaylynn, our hearts are so sad. We know your faith and we trust God will walk this
journey with you and Jason's family. Our love , tears, and sympathy continue as we
lift you to Jesus. Darrel & Phyllis

Phyllis Olson - July 18, 2019 at 09:56 AM

“

148 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - July 17, 2019 at 08:05 PM

“

I knew Brad through Sunday school at Gethsemane and then from junior high
through college at UND. He was always, always such a great classmate and friend--a truly nice man all his life. He will be missed by many. My condolences to his family.
Kathy Brant

Kathleen Brant - July 17, 2019 at 05:44 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Alison - July 17, 2019 at 04:57 PM

“

Kaylynn and family, we are so sorry for the tragic loss of Brad! Please know that we
are praying for peace and comfort that only HE can give! Blessings to all! Sincerely,
Sharon and Jeff Weitzel

Sharon & Jeffrey Weitzel - July 17, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

Words cannot express the sorrow I feel about Brads loss.
My most sincere condolences to Kaylynn, Jason and family, Steve, Lisa and family
and to my most dear and beautiful friend, Marsha.
He was a neighbor as long as I can remember since Marsha and the Gibb family
moved to Southwood Drive.
Marsha and I grew up hearing his music (If I had a Hammer, the Beatles, of course
and other songs from the 60’s). I also remember his band playing.
Being goofy and playing prank jokes and his enthusiasm are what I remember most.
My husband had the most fortunate recent experience of crashing the Gibb’s 4th of
July party. It was a beautiful day, we arrived before the party and spent some lovely
time w the family.
Brad was showing us pictures of the band and talking about music. I really noticed
how peaceful and content and really happy he was. It was beautiful to see.
So glad we got to visit that day.
He will be remembered by me forever.

Alison Colby - July 17, 2019 at 12:04 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to you all. We didn't get the opportunity to meet Brad in
person however through email, we were looking forward to meeting him and his Gyro
this next week.
Our sincere prayers and hugs,

Your friends at Tri-State Aviation, Inc.
Wahpeton, ND

Fly high on angel wings...…..
Karla Schimelfeng - July 17, 2019 at 09:52 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear of your loss. You may not remember me but I was Jeanie
McCullochs daughter , Suzanne Salvage . I have many fond memories of Bradley
and his family. I pray God will comfort you all.

suzanne salvage - July 16, 2019 at 10:24 PM

“

Kaylynn,

Judy & Ron - July 16, 2019 at 10:13 PM

“

I worked at Robert Gibb & Sons for over 30 years and knew of Brad’s love of flying
and his plane. My thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family. Bob Narveson

Bob Narveson - July 16, 2019 at 03:20 PM

“

Dear Kaylynn, We are your neighbors across the street at Fountain of the Sun. We
have been thinking of you so much since we learned of Brad's passing. Please
accept our sincere sympathy at this sad time. Truly, Mary Lynn and Dan Toycen

Mary Lynn Toycen - July 16, 2019 at 12:50 PM

“

I will so miss Brad as will all the members of the East Valley Pops Orchestra in Mesa,
AZ. He was a very dedicated member of our orchestra and contributed his talents in
many different ways, including writing arrangements for small groups within the

orchestra. I'm so pleased that Brad and Kaylynn joined our orchestra and that I had
the privilege of knowing him these last several years.
Julie Mahoney - July 16, 2019 at 12:46 PM

“

Kaylyne. I am sorry to hear of Brads accident and death. My thoughts are with you. I
always find comfort and hope In Robert Frosts words
“In three words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life: It goes on.”
—Robert Frost.

Terry Slinde - July 16, 2019 at 12:35 PM

“

Kaylynn and family, Our sympathy to you. We have fond memories of our times
together in the Golden Notes New Horizons Band. As I recall Brad wrote some music
for us. Alexia Kieffer

Alexia Kieffer - July 14, 2019 at 11:42 PM

“

Kay and family
May Brad rest in peace. We had a great time together growing up on Pelican Lake
during the summers. A great friend in School and Business.
Charlie Skarphol

Charles Skarphol - July 14, 2019 at 11:11 AM

“

Dear Kaylynn, Jason, Steve and Marsha,
May Brad have eternal joy and peace with God and his legacy of love and faith live
on in all of you. He lived life and loved life and now lives for eternity with the God he
served and loved. May God give you all His comfort and peace.
Sending love your way,Sheila Foss

Sheila J Foss - July 13, 2019 at 09:14 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Will miss a good neighbor and local thistle warden. Neil ,
Dolores and Bob Kuhlemeyer

Neil Kuhlemeyer - July 13, 2019 at 04:14 PM

