Barry Schuchard
September 1, 1960 - March 22, 2021

Barry's funeral service will be livestreamed at 11:00 AM on Friday March 26 at the
following link https://boxcast.tv/view/barry-schuchard-funeral-blbbxxahuzfcw2nsavxm
Barry's KLJ Tribute can be viewed at the following link. https://fb.watch/4r3jyPNdfm/
Every now and again, you meet a person who lives life with an uncompromising
knowledge that each day is to be appreciated, meaningful, and truly experienced. This is
how Barry Schuchard lived, and while his life on earth ended too soon, that enthusiasm
and passion for living will carry forward through the lives of his family, friends, and those
who were fortunate to know him. On March 22, 2021, Barry passed away peacefully
surrounded by family and loved ones.
Barry K Schuchard was born September 1, 1960 to Lyle and Charlene (Werre) Schuchard
in Linton, North Dakota. Growing up, Barry was hard working, athletic, and occasionally
found some trouble to get into on a Friday night.
Barry was so proud of his family and the strong, connected bond they all shared. In 1997,
Barry and Sue married and built a beautiful life together with their beloved children, Adam,
Jennifer, Brittney, and Rylee. They first lived in Valley City, then West Fargo, also spending
many hours together on Middle Cormorant. Barry’s bond with Sue was extraordinary, he
would often admit she really ran the show and how fortunate he was to have her in his life.
He was quick to tell a story about the kids, brag about their accomplishments, and
recognize the people they all continue to grow into. He delighted in spending time with all
his kids and grandkids at their home or at the lake, in the chaos of young kids playing, or
the pride in watching Rylee surf behind the boat.
A proud North Dakota State University alumnus (Go Bison!), Barry graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering. This would lead to a career of nearly four
decades with engineering firm KLJ. He joined the firm in 1983 and spent his career
working on infrastructure projects across the upper Midwest. Most recently, Barry served

as CEO of the company. In any role Barry held, he found the greatest joy in mentoring upand-coming professionals and checking in on projects. His KLJ family was blessed with
his devotion to the success of the people he worked with. He had a communication style
all his own – encouraging, stern, and motivating. Barry often said his career started all
because someone took a chance on him, and he, in turn, took a chance on many. The
engineering industry is better for his time as part of it.
We cannot tell the story of Barry’s life without mentioning two additional passions – sports
and those classic cars! When it came to sports, Barry had a passion for his favorite teams
and ravenously followed the Celtics, Twins, Packers, and of course, his beloved NDSU
Bison. Barry wore his love for NDSU Bison football like a badge of honor. Tailgating and
bus trips for Bison games became a yearly pastime with Barry at the helm. In 2013, a
perfect Bison season was bookended by two unforgettable bus trips to Manhattan, Kansas
and Frisco, Texas. And the cars. It must have been part of why he loved engineering
infrastructure and all the bridges and transportation projects – helping build new places to
drive the cars. His favorites were his ‘67 Camaro and his 2017 ZL1 Camaro.
Above all, Barry was a man of strong faith and conviction. Committed to building a life
worth living, He made sure everyone around him knew he was there to support,
encourage, and push. He did not settle for anything less than our best, and as we move
forward as family and friends without him, we will carry that passion and conviction in each
of our days.
Barry is survived by his wife of nearly 24 years, Sue and their children Rylee, Adam
(Amanda) Kelley, Elsie, Lyla – Fargo; Jennifer (Jarryd) Phillips, Finn – Franklin, MA;
Brittney (Ryan) Hoverson, Kora, Leroy – West Fargo. Barry is also survived by his
parents, Lyle & Charlene Schuchard, siblings Rick, (Gale); and Tracey (Dave) Famias,
sister-in-law Barb (Paul) Henke, brother-in-law Jim (Donna) Kelly, a multitude of nieces
and nephews, and his KLJ family.
Preceded in death by his grandparent's Art & Emma Werre, Leonard & Millie Schuchard,
in-laws Ruby & Earl Kelly, Mike Kelly, and Bob Kelly.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorials and donations be made to the NDSU
Foundation or Red River Zoo Future Bison Exhibit.
Barry's Tribute Video can be seen and copies ordered here:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/SPZHMRK8K4779ZM4
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 30, 2021 at 06:19 PM

“

An external video has been added.

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 24, 2021 at 11:13 AM

“

I knew Barry when I worked at Tri W-G back in the 90s. I often wondered what
happened to him as was normal before social media came to be. Everything written
about him is true. So kind, a dry sense of humor, knowledgeable and willing to share
in his quiet, gentle way. I’m so happy he met Sue and had children. I’m pleased that I
now know, he had a good life.

Liz Fick - April 08, 2021 at 08:06 AM

“

To the family of Barry Schuchard, I extend my deepest condolences. I met and
visited with Barry on only a few occasions, but I was impressed. More importantly,
those who knew him who I knew spoke highly of him. That speaks volumes. May
God give you peace and comfort as you grieve. It won't be easy but God's strength
through the Spirit will be there for you. Austen Schauer

Austen Schauer - March 30, 2021 at 09:35 AM

“

Lyle, Charlene, Sue and family.
We learned of Barry's death from seeing his obituary in the Forum.
I was not surprise to see that Barry would reach CEO of his company
since I knew him from his early life after he graduated from NDSU.
I remember him to be very active and excited after receiving his first job.
Thank you for the very nicely compiled obituary giving us knowledge of his family
and his life experiences.
Our sympathy is extended to the entire family.
Frank and Bickey Bender, Park Rapids, MN

Frank G. Bender - March 29, 2021 at 10:05 PM

“

Barry was truly someone that was easy to work with and a very kind and
understanding person. Barry and his team at KLJ were always professional but easy
to work with. I loved stopping in to visit with Barry and the team during Bison
tailgating! Rich Mattern

Rich Mattern - March 27, 2021 at 10:49 AM

“

I was blessed to know Barry like many others. I met Barry when I first started at KLJ
11 years ago. The great thing about Barry is that he always made you feel valued
and appreciated your input no matter what role you had within the company. Barry
will be missed greatly, and my thoughts and prayers go out to his family and friends
who loved him so much.

Michelle Miller - March 26, 2021 at 02:53 PM

“

Such a beautiful service - a lovely tribute to a lovely man.
Donna Kelly

Donna Kelly - March 26, 2021 at 01:13 PM

“

I was fortunate to meet Barry whiling working at KLJ. Barry will be greatly missed, but
his warmth, kindness, and gentle spirit will be remembered forever. He was a mentor
to many. My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.

Jill Frohlich - March 26, 2021 at 12:27 PM

“

Barry and I first met attending classes at Bismarck State College. We both moved to
Fargo at the same time to continue and finish our civil engineering degree. We took
all classes together and he helped me tremendously as he was very smart. I
graduated in the winter of 1983 and was hired by Marvin Kadrmas and Gene
Jackson to be in the Hazen office. Barry graduated in the spring of 1983 and was
hired by Roger Lee to work and eventually manage the Valley City office. Even
though we were at opposite ends of the state, we managed to stay in contact and I
continued to learn from him. He was absolutely a perfect person for our profession
because of his dedication and compassion to fellow co-workers, projects, clients and
contractors. He was always compelled to helping improve our company which was
evident to this very day.
Barry, you will be missed. Thank you for everything you have done and
accomplished.
Terry Boehm

Terry L Boehm - March 26, 2021 at 11:42 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 26, 2021 at 11:28 AM

“

Anyone who met Barry could easily see what a kind and caring person he was and
how much he LOVED his family and friends. He will be missed but not forgotten. I am
a better person for having gotten to know him during his health struggle. Courage,
faith, optimism, love of family! God bless.

Amy Ruley - March 26, 2021 at 10:56 AM

“

I was fortunate to meet Barry while we attended NDSU and worked with him
throughout his career. As our friendship grew I came to really appreciate his love for
his family, his professional approach to his work, the way he cared for the people he
worked with and his passion for a profession we both loved. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family.
Grant and Patty Levi.

Grant Levi - March 26, 2021 at 09:25 AM

“

I have been with a heavy heart the last couple of days since hearing of Barry's
passing. Although we have not been in touch since our youth I want to express my
deepest sympathy and gratitude for knowing this family. Although I cannot make it to
the funeral I want to tell you how influential Barry and his family are to me. I
especially like to thank his father Lyle for taking the time to play catch or throw some
football's first thing after work; something I didn't get from my own dad. I also hope to
reconnect with Rick as I know we both have found a great passion for fishing. Great
memories and thanks from Tim Ktytor friend and neighbor.

Tim Ktytor - March 25, 2021 at 11:17 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Upon graduating from NDSU I had the pleasure of
starting my career working for Barry in VC. Although I was in VC for only 6 months
before transferring to Bismarck I learned a lot from him. Each time he was in the
Bismarck office he would always stop by my office to ask about my family and what I
was working on. He was as genuine and sincere as they come and a great leader at
all levels for KLJ.

Tom Kary - March 25, 2021 at 07:35 PM

“

I had the good fortune of knowing Barry, both though work and thru various
organizisations. Barry was a great consulting engineer. He not only looked out for his
clients to insure they received a quality job at a reasonable cost but made sure the
plans and specs for the job were in compliance with all rules and regulations. He
always deliveried his projects on time, which meant some long days and nights for
him. Barry was always willing to go the extra mile to make sure projects ran
smoothly.
Barry will be greatly missed by everyone who was fortunate enough to know him. He
was a thoughtful caring person. Our thought and prayers are with his family.
Dave and Jackie Leftwich

Dave Leftwich - March 25, 2021 at 02:16 PM

“

During a lifetime one is fortunate and blessed to call a person a dear friend. My life
has been profoundly blessed having Barry has a friend. Additionally, I had the great
privilege of working with Barry on many levels.
I’ll miss him.
To the entire Schuchard family, my prayers and condolences as you celebrate the
incredible life of this remarkable man.

Mike Seminary - March 25, 2021 at 01:24 PM

“

Our heartfelt condolences on your loss of Barry - hugs to all
Eileen & Harry Heidrich - Bismarck, ND

Eileen Heidrich - March 25, 2021 at 11:42 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 25, 2021 at 11:29 AM

“

Mayo Construction Co., Inc. purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Barry Schuchard.

Mayo Construction Co., Inc. - March 25, 2021 at 10:10 AM

“

I had the opportunity to meet Barry very early in his career with KLJ. I visited with
many Engineers through the years designing and constructing highway projects.
Barry was one of the most qualified Engineers I had the opportunity to work with. His
passion and concern for people and his clients was genuine.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire family.
Dave and Bernie Levi.

David Levi - March 25, 2021 at 08:43 AM

“

Sunny Memories was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 25, 2021 at 06:53 AM

“

Francis and Jan Ziegler purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Barry
Schuchard.

Francis and Jan Ziegler - March 24, 2021 at 07:39 PM

“

Lyle,Charlene and families. Our hearts are heavy with sadness with the passing of
Barry
May the beautiful memories the Lord has given you of Barry surround your family
with strength and love. Hugs Schuchard family

Terry & Sharon Mertz - March 24, 2021 at 07:39 PM

“

Dear Susan, Lyle, Charlene and family,
Jan and I are so very sorry to hear of Barry's passing from this life. Barry was the
most pleasant and wonderful individual. I always enjoyed my visits with him and had
a tremendous amount of respect for him as an engineer and person. He will be
missed by many! May God be with you during this time of sorrow and may the many
wonderful memories of Barry give you comfort.
Francis and Jan Ziegler

Francis Ziegler - March 24, 2021 at 07:33 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 07:26 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 06:28 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 06:15 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 05:25 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 04:54 PM

“

My time getting to know Barry as a trustee of the NDSU Development Foundation
was too short. During that time, however, I was always impressed by his calm,
thoughtful demeanor and leadership. With sincere sympathy, Lisa Edison-Smith

Lisa K Edison-Smith - March 24, 2021 at 04:50 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 03:53 PM

“

All of us at Elevate Electric purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Barry Schuchard.

All of us at Elevate Electric - March 24, 2021 at 03:38 PM

“

Kirk & Brenda Dockter & Chelsey Jensen & Family purchased the Meat & Cheese
Sympathy Gift Crate for the family of Barry Schuchard.

Kirk & Brenda Dockter & Chelsey Jensen & Family - March 24, 2021 at 03:33 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 03:20 PM

“

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 01:31 PM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 01:18 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss Sue and Family. Our thoughts are with you during the
difficult days ahead.
Ron and Tracey Dahl.

Tracey Dahl - March 24, 2021 at 12:49 PM

“

Rays of Light Spray was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 11:52 AM

“

Industrial Builders Inc purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Barry Schuchard.

Industrial Builders Inc - March 24, 2021 at 11:12 AM

“

Michael and Arlene Marks purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Barry
Schuchard.

Michael and Arlene Marks - March 24, 2021 at 11:05 AM

“

From All of Us at EIC Group LLC purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the
family of Barry Schuchard.

From All of Us at EIC Group LLC - March 24, 2021 at 11:02 AM

“

Ulteig purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Barry Schuchard.

Ulteig - March 24, 2021 at 10:28 AM

“

Our Deepest Condolences to you all. My you have the greatest memories of Barry.
He was a great person and will be missed. Sue Peterson

Sue Peterson - March 24, 2021 at 10:17 AM

“

Dustin Maier purchased the Tender Tribute for the family of Barry Schuchard.

Dustin Maier - March 24, 2021 at 10:09 AM

“

Jeremiah Gard & Ricky Greenwell purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family
of Barry Schuchard.

Jeremiah Gard & Ricky Greenwell - March 24, 2021 at 09:52 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 09:09 AM

“

Dear Lyle, Char, Sue and family:
Michelle and I want to extend our most heartfelt sympathy to you on the passing of a
most amazing man. Barry and I were NDSU classmates in the engineering
curriculum. Barry was always one of the smartest in our class. I spent a couple years
working at KLJ Engineering 15 years ago and I can tell you he was someone I
admired the MOST in his role on the Board of Directors. I joined the Sons of AmVets
in late 2016 where we got to know Lyle and Char in our frequent visits there. When
Barry was in Bismarck for meetings he would stop over at the AmVets to visit his
parents since they were there volunteering nearly every night! I got several chances
to visit with Barry where he was just the same guy as at NDSU even in spite of his
great career success. Always humble, always a kind professional gentleman. I also
witnessed the strong love and pride Lyle and Char had for their son when I would ask
“how’s Barry doing?” And “is Barry retired yet?” The last time I visited with Lyle was
in December and the answer to the retirement question Lyle gave me was “well, he
was going to retire but given the CEO position was open, Barry decided to stay on a
while longer to help in the transition until they can find another longer term CEO”
That sounded just like something Barry would do! KLJ could not do without his
expertise but God needed him more up in Heaven where I truly believe he will be
looking over all his beloved family and friends as he proudly wears his angel wings!
Barry, you lived life to the fullest and left a legacy that many people couldn’t do in
twice your lifetime. Well done Barry! Until we meet again my friend..... Curtis and
Michelle Jundt

Curtis and Michelle Jundt - March 24, 2021 at 12:26 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 24, 2021 at 12:02 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Barry Schuchard.

March 23, 2021 at 09:09 PM

“

Our Deepest Condolences to you all. May all your memories fill your hearts in this
time and God be with you for your Strength.
Dave and Char Forness

Char Forness - March 23, 2021 at 08:59 PM

