Rev. Barbara Jean Westhoff
October 3, 1956 - April 18, 2021

Barbara Jean (Koenig) Westhoff left behind many loved ones as she was welcomed by
many awaiting her in heaven. She entered the arms of her Lord and Savior, the morning of
Sunday, April 18, 2021 - just as church processionals were about to start.
Barb is preceded in death by grandparents Herman and Sadey Koenig and M.K. and
Gladys Patterson; parents Alvin and Doris Koenig; Alvin's second wife and stepmother
Maizie Engen; twin sister Deborah Joan Koenig; brother John Koenig; friends, and
extended family members. She is survived by her beloved husband Gaylan; cherished son
Michael; dear sister Nancy, and extended family.
Barbara spent over 27 years serving the farming community of Westby, MT, providing care
to three (ELCA) churches through weekly sermons, innumerable prayers, marriage
counseling and marriage ceremonies, baptisms, and accompanying those that were going
to their heavenly place.
Barbara was forever grateful to Pastor Chris Flohr, for his selfless gift of his kidney,
transplanted to her eleven years ago. With that wondrous extension of life, she was able
to share more blessed time with her family whom she loved deeply.
The typical "middle child", Barb abhorred conflict, sought to understand each side's
position, and tried to find the right words to assist people in reaching peace. We are
heartbroken about our separation from her, but grateful Barb is now fully at peace in
heaven, where there is no more pain or sorrow, and with a steadfast hope we shall see
her once again when we depart this earth.
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Comments

“

I was so sad to learn about Barb's passing. She was a kind and gentle person who
brought peace and happiness to many people's lives. Keeping Gaylan, Mike and her
family in my thoughts and prayers.

Jessica Fredrickson - April 29, 2021 at 03:38 AM

“

What a gift from God to put Barb in our small Sheridan County, Montana community.
Whether in or out of the pulpit, the love of Jesus poured through her soul and
blessed us her joy, her love, her compassion and let's not forget her smile.
Contagious, all of it! Rejoice in the Lord's presence, Barb, until we meet again.
Our deepest sympathies to Gaylen and Michael and thank you for sharing her with all
of us over the years.
Joni & Mark Brensdal
Plentywood, MT

Joni Brensdal - April 22, 2021 at 12:52 PM

“

Sorry to learn of Barbara's passing. I recall seeing her at some extended family
gatherings during my youth; also her parents and siblings. M R Koenig, Buffalo Lake,
MN

Mark R Koenig - April 22, 2021 at 12:31 PM

“

My brother Jim expressed very well the sentiments of the whole Peterson family.
Gaylan and Michael, I was so sorry to hear about Barb's passing out of our lives here
on this earth but now she has reached her destination for eternity. I live in Helena,
MT but on the times I was back to visit family and friends in the Westby area and go
to church at St. John's it was so nice to see and visit with Barb. Seeing her picture
here and seeing her wonderful smile brings back good memories. Her smile, warmth
and love for everyone made the day better for all who knew her or encountered her.
She will be missed but forever remembered by all who had the privilege of knowing
her.

Lowell Peterson - April 22, 2021 at 12:19 PM

“

Sending our deepest sympathies to Gaylan and Michael. I so enjoyed Barb's sweet
and caring demeanor and sense of humor. Barb married my husband and me and we
so enjoyed visiting with her wherever we visited St John's. She was such a blessing
to our faith community.

Amy Severson (Brensdal) - April 22, 2021 at 12:10 PM

“

Tom, Rich, and Ethel Demaree purchased the Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses
for the family of Rev. Barbara Jean Westhoff.

Tom, Rich, and Ethel Demaree - April 22, 2021 at 12:08 PM

“

Pastor Barb was a calming and faithful presence in the Westby community for many,
many years. Gaylan and Michael, we know your hearts are truly suffering with Barb’s
passing. Please know of our family’s sincere thoughts and prayers for you in the
days to come.

Ruth Moericke - April 22, 2021 at 10:36 AM

“

Barb presided over our Dad's funeral at St. John's Lutheran church outside of
Westby, MT where our mother is also buried. It was a beautiful service administered
by a caring and wonderful person. I have resided in Boise, ID for the past 42 years,
however when I would venture home occasionally and run into Barb it was a joy to
talk with her and experience her warm, caring demeanor. My heart goes out to
Gaylan and Michael and I wish them well during their healing time. My heart also
goes out to all of you who had more frequent contact with Barb as you have lost a
very good friend. Take care. Jim

Jim Peterson - April 22, 2021 at 10:35 AM

“

Gaylan and Michael, we are so sorry for your loss - our loss. Barb was a beautiful
person, esteem colleague, and special friend. We will remember her forever. God's
peace. Mark & Clara Taylor

Robert "Mark" Taylor - April 22, 2021 at 07:47 AM

“

Gaylan and Michael and to all your family. I'm so sorry for your loss. Covid can be so
bad-you never know who's going to get that sick. Our minister and her husband both
have it now too. Please know that prayers of caring & sympathy are with you during
this difficult time. Joyce (Schmidt) Brownmiller

Joyce BROWNMILLER - April 21, 2021 at 11:21 PM

“

Barb married us.
She baptized and confirmed Tanner.
She held us up while leading funerals for Tom’s parents.
Sending our condolences...

Jandy & Tom & Tanner J - April 21, 2021 at 10:57 PM

“

Our sincere condolences to Gaylan, Michael, and family. Pastor Barb had such a
beautiful welcoming smile, she will be missed. She and Pam shared the same
birthday and for a time exchanged birthday cards, plus teased each other about
being birthday twins. We are praying God's comfort to surround you. Until we meet
again. Shalom

Jim & Pam Sundsted - April 21, 2021 at 05:51 PM

