Barbara Jean Riemann
March 5, 1944 - March 22, 2019

Barbara Jean Riemann, 75, of Fargo, ND, passed away surrounded by family after a brief
illness on Friday, March 22, 2019 at Sanford Broadway Medical Center, Fargo.
Barbara was born on March 5, 1944 in Fargo, ND, the daughter of Hjalmer and Margaret
(Arntson) Thorson. She graduated from Oak Grove Lutheran School in 1962. She then
attended North Dakota State University, where she majored in zoology and music, and
received her M.S. in zoology and biochemistry. During her time at NDSU, Barbara played
in the Gold Star Marching Band, Wind Ensemble and Concert Band. She remained a loyal
Bison fan for life.
Barbara spent the majority of her career as a research scientist with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, where she conducted research in the metabolism and radiation laboratory.
This is also where she met her husband of 39 years, John. Barbara later served in the
Fargo Cass Public Health Department in the environmental health division, and taught
music lessons for many years.
Barbara’s passions were science, music, nature and family. Outside of her career, Barbara
enjoyed playing clarinet in the Lake Agassiz Concert Band, where she was a founding
member and played for over 30 years. She also loved playing in her clarinet quartet for
special events around the community. Barbara enjoyed being out in nature and organized
many family camping and hiking trips over the years.
She loved caring for her garden and appreciated all the little things in nature, including the
birds that stopped by the feeder that she always kept filled. Barbara will always be
remembered for her enthusiasm for helping others and her energetic commitment to all
things she took on.
Barbara is survived by her loving husband, John; their daughter, Andrea (Geoffrey) Nudd
of Atherton, CA, and son, Michael Riemann of Fargo, ND; sister, Nancy Anderson of
Chino, CA; three grandchildren, Katherine, Henry and Thomas; and five nieces and

nephews.

Cemetery

Events

Bethlehem Lutheran Cemetery

MAR
28

Fergus Falls, MN,

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

First Lutheran Church - Fargo
619 Broadway N., Fargo, ND, US, 58102

MAR
28

Funeral Service 07:00PM - 08:00PM
First Lutheran Church - Fargo
619 Broadway N., Fargo, ND, US, 58102

Comments

“

I cannot begin to tell you how shocked I was to hear of Barbara’s death. My heart
was so sad and broken. She was always healthy and hardly had to see a doctor. I
am deeply sorry for your loss. I feel very blessed that our lives crossed paths and
was deeply touched by her kindness.
Barbara and I shared an office in Environmental Health for years. She was one of the
most amazing, gracious ladies I’ve ever known. Barbara was a very hard worker and
perfectionist in everything she did. I admired her energy and ambition for all she was
involved in, especially playing the the Lake Agassiz Concert Band and the quartet! In
the quartet she actually played with my cousin Jane Varriano Snyder until Jane’s
death. She attended her funeral. She was such a thoughtful and generous person
always. We became close personal friends. We shared our laughter, tears and family
stories together and so many family photos. She was very proud of her two children
and grandchildren. Right from the 1st born grandchild to that loving, adorable
labradoodle! She shared Michael’s awesome artwork and drawings. We celebrated
our birthdays each year together; her’s on March 5th and mine on March 21st. I feel I
know each of you so very well. After I retired in 2014, we kept in contact via phone
and email and then I had a hard time getting hold of her. I had all the cell phone
numbers and home phone number. I wished I had been more determine. Last time
we chatted was one April when I believe Andrea was home for Easter and we were
going to wait until after company had left. She said she had so much to share with
me and we needed to catch up. Time goes by too fast and changes come about too
quickly.
I now will celebrate her new life in heaven with a beautiful garden surrounding her
always. She will be so missed by those whose lives she has touched. Hold close to
your heart all those beautiful memories!
Love, Hugs and Blessings to all of you.
Joyce Varriano Mayer

Joyce C Mayer - March 30 at 06:41 PM

“

86 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 29 at 09:08 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Barbara Jean Riemann.

March 28 at 11:08 AM

“

Skip, Audrey, Vanessa, Brian, Aurora, Grandma S. purchased the Dreams From the
Heart Bouquet for the family of Barbara Jean Riemann.

Skip, Audrey, Vanessa, Brian, Aurora, Grandma S. - March 27 at 02:52 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Barbara Jean Riemann.

March 27 at 02:53 AM

“

163 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home - March 26 at 07:50 PM

“

Barb and her family have been neighbors since 1988 when we moved to Par Street.
Barb was always such a friendly, happy neighbor. She was always willing to help out
in any way. We also had the privilege of knowing Barb through her music and
involvement with NDSU Alumni Band. Her memory will live on in our hearts. Our
deep sympathies to her family. Know that she truly made a huge impact on so many
lives. Our love and prayers. Curt, Barb, Karen and Mike Lundberg

Barb Lundberg - March 26 at 03:52 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Barbara Jean Riemann.

March 24 at 12:40 PM

“

I will never forget your bright, sincere, kind smile, Barb. You were such a daybrightener!

Mark Berntson - March 24 at 01:06 AM

“

So Sorry to hear of Barb's passing. My brother Daryl was married to her sister..Monte &
Karen Anderson
Monte Anderson - March 24 at 02:44 PM

