Avis Serene Gustafson
January 14, 1922 - January 19, 2020

Avis Serene Gustafson passed from this world in the early morning hours of Sunday,
January 19, 2020 at Eventide in Fargo, less than a week after reaching her 98th birthday.
Avis was born on the family farm near Elie, Manitoba on January 14, 1922, to August and
Barbara (Pederson) Gustafson. She was the second youngest of seventeen children. The
family moved to their farm near Starbuck, Manitoba in 1927. Avis attended school there
and in her teens she proudly pitched for Starbuck's baseball team. She furthered her
education at Dominion Business College and held several jobs in Winnipeg. These
included work at a candy company, and as assistant to a doctor and two dentists.
Avis moved to Fargo in 1947 at the age of 25 and began work at the Fargo Clinic, starting
a 37 year career of which she was most proud. She worked her way up to supervisor of
Medical Records and Registration. It was at the clinic that Avis met some of her dearest
life-long friends. After retiring from full time employment in 1985, Avis continued to work
part- time jobs at Pioneer Life Insurance, Dakota Clinic and CBI.
Outside of work, Avis enjoyed time with friends, family and some travel, including
memorable vacations to Hawaii and Mexico. She also had a special passion for golf. It
was an activity which she enjoyed until the age of 87. Her putter and balls accompanied
her to family gatherings and eventually to Touchmark Assisted Living even after her days
on the course were done.
She became a citizen of the United States in 1953, but her home country of Canada
always remained most dear to her heart.
Avis is survived by numerous nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews from
across Canada, Florida and North Dakota.
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Comments

“

Halloween 2019.

Barb Zachariason - January 23, 2020 at 09:13 PM

“

Avis was a special lady. We had many enjoyable visits over the past several years. I
will miss her.

Barb Zachariason - January 23, 2020 at 09:10 PM

“

Avis on the right with the same beautiful smile as always! Avis loved family and
relatives, enjoyed her life to the fullest possible, and golfing was her passion for
many years! Here she is with one of her best friends ( & me) - her life long friend,
Dorothy (Hallick) Rekken. They went to school in Starbuck, Manitoba together,
played hockey and ball together in Starbuck, both moved to the U.S. and both
worked at Fargo Clinic (in their early years in Fargo.) In this photo (taken in 2014)
they both lived at Ecumen Evergreens of Fargo, Basic/Assisted Living. God blessed
us all with having Avis in our lives!

June & Dave Sanders - January 23, 2020 at 04:12 PM

“

Avis - always beautiful both inside and out!

June & Dave Sanders - January 23, 2020 at 03:53 PM

“

In Loving Memory, Brenda, Jerry, & Clay Hofmeister purchased the Beautiful Heart
Bouquet for the family of Avis Serene Gustafson.

In Loving Memory, Brenda, Jerry, & Clay Hofmeister - January 23, 2020 at 02:38 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Avis Gustafson.

January 22, 2020 at 10:32 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Shirley Rekken Sundeen - January 22, 2020 at 12:04 AM

“

“

A Very Beautiful Photo! Thanks for sharing with us:}
Brenda Hofmeister - January 22, 2020 at 06:10 PM

Avis has always been special to me. She was my Godmother, related to me through
my dad and a very dear lifetime friend of my mother's, Dorothy Rekken. Occasionly
Avis and I talked by phone and late this past December my daughter and I visited
Avis. Although in much pain and discomfort, Avis was pleasant and so happy to see
us. Out of the blue she told me she would greet my mother (who passed 4 years
ago) when she saw her. We felt she knew her time of suffering was ending and was
ready to be with her family and friends in Heaven. Avis was a beautiful person who
will be missed! Rest in Peace, Avis.

June & Dave Sanders - January 21, 2020 at 09:47 PM

“

Thanks so much for sharing that with us:}
Brenda Hofmeister - January 22, 2020 at 06:08 PM

“

Avis, we prayerfully release you back from where you came. Back into your Father's
arms, our Creator's heavenly Kingdom.
Your suffering has ended and your heart, soul, and mind are now with those who
have gone on before us. Your brothers, sisters, your parents and grandparents;
those who have all been responsible for giving us Life within our family. May you all
rejoice together in God's realm of Everlasting Life for all eternity.
God Bless the Life of our Aunt Avis. May He grant you His peace ~

Don Lawrence - January 20, 2020 at 03:10 AM

“
“

So beautifully said:)
paulette anderson - January 21, 2020 at 08:49 AM

Thank you Don, for beautifully expressing all of our thoughts and prayers for our beloved
Aunt Avis. Brenda Hofmeister
Brenda Hofmeister - January 21, 2020 at 12:40 PM

“
“

Beautiful words. She was a special light in Brenda's life and therefore became part of mine.
Kathleen Brant - January 21, 2020 at 07:39 PM

Beautifully written and so true. God bless us all.. we will sadly feel the absence of Avis but
rejoice for her knowing she is with Jesus, is free of pain and has joined her loved ones
once again.
June & Dave Sanders - January 22, 2020 at 09:33 PM

“

Death may have taken you some place other, but it could never take away the memories
we shared together with your trips to Manitoba and a special visit in Vancouver. I will
always cherish the words shared over our phone calls and your unforgettable memory for
birthdays, not a single one would be missed. You will always have a special place in my
heart. May you find paradise and a world of eternal life. Rest in Peace Auntie Avis.
All our Love,
Sharon (Gustafson) & Sandy Brock
Sharon Brock - January 24, 2020 at 01:09 PM

